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The newsletter for District 105SE

IN THIS ISSUE—News of the up-coming MD Convention and feedback on the Great Ideas
Forum are “inside” as are details of the many and varied things clubs are up to, including the
Bluebell Walk—featured on the front cover—organised by Uckfield Lions.
LCIF features with details of the European LCIF Day and there is an update on the latest KSS Air
Ambulance Appeal and just in time for this issue, details of the Golf Tournament being
organised to raise funds for The Brain Tumour Trust.
Stay safe
RW
SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)
Editor PCC Rod Weale

Contributions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk (see below)
The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not
officially represent the policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple
District 105 (British Isles).
CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES
Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send
individual images, numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there
is info’ on the image(s). It is important you DO NOT send emails with the text in—send
text as a separate document.
Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid
editing too much but do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN
HEADERS OR FOOTERS AND CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! PLEASE DO NOT
SEND PDF FILES UNLESS they are summaries of how you envisage your article.
IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you
sent to the local newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to
local landmarks that will possibly mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village
Park or the Memorial Gardens is better than “where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the
article in the third / fifth person – unless quoting people.
I.e. Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention
the member by name where possible.

Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not
your members. “The Club will” rather than “we will”.
Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference.
Please also consider official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.
HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !
There are some technical issues with the senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk email
so please ALSO send contributions for the next issue to
pdgrodweale@outlook.com
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Good News – we are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel with us all, hopefully,
coming out of lockdown very shortly.

It seems hard to

rd

believe it was this month, on the 23 , that the first round of
lock-down measures commenced. I feel sure that, like me,
we all thought it would pass very swiftly – little did we know
what would lay ahead.
As Lions each and everyone of you has remained positive,

adapting to On-line meetings, via Zoom, Keep in Touch Calls,
improving all our technical skills on all fronts, as well as
looking at different ways in helping our communities, with
our funding raising skills being tested in many ways.
You have met those challenges with you supporting your
local communities with, for example, the delivery of prescriptions, the delivery of lunches to the
elderly, helping with your local foodbanks. In addition many Clubs are involved with the Covid-19
vaccine roll-out with manning carparks, being responsible for the ‘key five questions’ to be
answered by each of the recipients of the inoculation. It is wonderful to see the level of praise
being afforded to the Lions not only by members of the NHS but also by members of the public who

have come forward to volunteer with gladly wearing the Lions tabard.
What fun Susie and I have encountered with the fund raising activities we have supported during
this time! Yes we have played Bingo, attended a Murder Mystery evening, participated in on-line
raffles. I could go on but again you have all been so proactive in your endeavours to raise funds –
well done to you all.
It would be remiss of me not to mention the word ‘membership’ – as I said last month I have been
asked for New Members Packs, again more this last month, so please let’s get those new members
on board now – why delay? Let’s look to speak to all those volunteers who have been proud to
wear and will be continuing to wear a Lions tabard during the vaccine roll-out.

I am pleased to see that Clubs are updating their hours of service on the website – KEEP IT UP as it is
vital for our projects and service to be recognized.
Good luck with your fund raising calendars! Only last week my own Club booked the donkeys for
our Donkey Derby 2021!
Lastly may I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Very Happy Easter.
Ian
DG Ian Forbes
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From the “many entries” to this competition the jury
decided that the winner was PDG Frank Lees. PDG
Frank wins a free haircut holiday courtesy of BRITISH
HAIRWAYS although he will toupee his own travel to
BARNET!
The judges were also bald over with a mystery entry.
If you recognise the person in the other photo contact
the editor!
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Tenterden Lions spread joy with Christmas float
Christmas 2020 we decided to run our Christmas
float campaign under strict control measures due
to covid and we were extremely lucky to have
finished a few nights prior to the latest tier four
lockdown. This year we did not knock on doors
relying on residence coming out to see father
Christmas. The response was amazing raising a
total of £4005.00 over the 13 nights and one day
collecting in Tenterden High Street so a huge
thank you to all that helped and donated.
As a club with reduced funds we have donated
to various worthy causes they include; St
Michaels Spitfires a local junior football team
£300, Kestrel Gymnastics £300 , Westview
Hospital £300 for covid safe Christmas
decorations and various local primary schools for
learning aids during lockdown. Our combined
donations since December total approximately
£2,000.00

HORLEY LIONS—Father Christmas made a
surprise visit to the Vaccination Centre in
Smallfield last Saturday when he received a
call from the Centre saying that at his age
he should have had the immunisation
against COVID.
He did explain that he could have had the
vaccination at his home in Lapland, but
was so impressed by the efficiency of the
NHS and its army of volunteers he opted
to fly over to thank all concerned. He
assured us that he is feeling fit and well
and we gather his elves are already
working out the proposed routes that he is to take this coming December
when he returns to visit the children of Horley.
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For over thirty years Tenterden
Lions have been planting
bulbs around all the trees that
line Tenterden High Street. At
the time of planting in
November we always get kind
comments from residence and
now they are out lovely
comments about how nice
they look which makes what
we do all the more worthwhile.

SE LIONS RAISING FUNDS FOR AIR AMBULANCE
KENT, SURREY, SUSSEX – 24th and 25th APRIL
Despite all the setbacks
the annual Bluebell Walk
at Arlington will be
opening this year and
allowing numerous
charities two or three
days each to manage the
event to raise money for
their chosen charity. The
walk is held from 12th April to 19th May from 10am - 4pm.
Again Lions in Zone 2B will be involved and raising what
they can for Air Ambulance Kent, Surrey, Sussex. See next
page
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We will be managing the event during the weekend of 24th and
25th April. This year the public will also be given the opportunity to
add to our efforts by donating on SE Lions Giving Site www.lionsgiving.co.uk.

If any Lion wishes to have more information please contact me at
dajskinner@hotmail.com.
Everyone will understand that this year the Bluebell Walk has to
be held in constrained circumstances. There will be no catering
provided and no other attractions although you may take your
own picnic. Numbers will be limited and people can only visit the
walk by pre booking on www.bluebellwalk.co.uk. Only the main
walk will be available at a reduced price.
As it is our catering which provides the majority of our
contribution this year we can only hope to donate hundreds of
pounds to the Air Ambulance rather than thousands. Hopefully
by 2022 things will become normal and we will be well placed to
provide a major donation next year. More from UCKFIELD on
PAGE
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DISTRICT OFFICER VAL ROBERTS reports on the Young Ambassador Multiple District Finals held on 19th20th February 2021
The Young Ambassadors of the 21st Century is a Multiple
District 105 scheme to promote within Great Britain an
interest in, and active support of, youth activities in the
community. It is also intended to recognise, encourage
and support young people who are actively involved in
the welfare of their community.

There were 5 candidates from District A, CE, CW, SC and
SE this year. Unfortunately because of Covid and school
closures the other districts were unable to provide a
candidate and Ireland, who usually join us, did not run the
competition until later this year.
However, these 5
young people, aged 16 and 17, were amazing. They had
projects covering anti-bullying, eco friendly gas bottles, St
John’s cadets, drug related crime and youth literacy.
Our SE Candidate, Leo Harris, is 16 years of age and
dyslexic. He set up a gas recycling bottle business with his
brother during Covid lockdown restrictions. The business has a strong ecological and environmental
ethos and this is the area he intends studying at University in the future. Leo also teaches young
people martial arts and Parlour Calisthenics (yes, I had to look it up as well!), has been involved in
working at a Community farm clearing pathways and undergrowth, painting and maintaining the local
church and raising money for the Rocking Horse Charity by doing sponsored runs. An extremely busy
young man. He is sponsored by Adur East Lions club.
The weekend usually takes place in Dudley but this year was held on Zoom, an amazing achievement by
all the organisers. Thanks to the wonders of technology the candidates, their parents, club supporters
and District Officers were all able to meet up to share a meal on the Friday evening to get to know each
other. This was followed by a fun social evening.
Saturday morning the candidates each gave their presentations in private to the judges followed by
questions about their project and the voluntary work in which they are all involved. In the afternoon
last year’s Young Ambassador, Abi Hutchinson, and Theo Biddle, the Shipshape Award winner for 2020,
gave their presentations outlining the work they had been doing during their year. Each of this year’s
candidates then gave their presentations, followed by an address by Chairman of Council of Governors
Elect, Lion Richard Williams and President of Dudley Lions Club. PID Lion Phil Nathan presented the
winner of the Shipshape Award to Katie Blandon, aged 17, from Shirley Lions. Katie is carer for three
members of her family with different health conditions. This award is given to the candidate who it is
felt would benefit from leadership training.
The winner of 2021 Young Ambassador Award was 17-year-old Ellie-May Banks from East Anglia New
Century Lions. Ellie-May is a St. John Ambulance cadet and hopes to become a Paediatric Oncology
Nurse.
An amazing weekend. Thanks to everyone who took part and contributed in a variety of ways. I hope
this has spiked your interest in the brilliant work these young people are doing and maybe you can find
us a candidate for the upcoming year. Please contact me, Lion Val Roberts, and I can give you more
information either by post, zoom or visiting your club or zone meeting. roberts764@virginmedia.com
8

Busy times for this active Club, here they report
on what they have been up to since December.
Following a very successful socially distance Santa’s sleigh back in
December, raising over £4000, and sales from the bookshop and eBay sales
in between lockdowns, Uckfield Lions Club were pleased to be able to support
the following Charities with donations and pledges to help them continue with
their good works


Demelza : £500 Donation to be spent on Creative memory-making
packs for families to create and add to memory boxes – a huge part of
bereavement care .



St Peter and James Hospice: £500 Donation to provide Outdoor Tables
and Chairs to go with the Umbrellas that where paid for at the beginning
of 1st lockdown, this will enable patients to sit outside when weather
permits.



Hospice in the Weald: £500 Donation to ensure the provision of
essential items for new admissions i.e.: Toiletries etc.



Ashdown Forest Conservators: £250 during lockdown Ashdown forest
has been used far more than normal, and unfortunately has resulted in
an increase in litter left behind; money donated will allow Conservators to
buy equipment for litter picking.



Uckfield Community Fridge: Lions have pledged £1000 to support the
start up costs involved .What is community fridge? Below is a quote from
the team setting up the Community Fridge:

“There is a small team setting up a Community Fridge on land near to the
Food Bank and Luxford Field, backed and supported by the town council.
The premise behind a community fridge is to fight food waste and support
local people. It does this by collecting leftover food from businesses, then
making it available to local residents and community groups free of charge.
This includes individuals with limited access to affordable fresh and nutritious
food. The project is a simple solution to wasting less and saving more. “
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February and March are usually the months when District 105 have their
conventions and I am delighted to say that all the eight 1st Vice District
Governors were elected at their respective conventions and now each of us
are District Governors Elect. Although we keep in regular contact via
WhatsApp, we have not yet been able to meet face to face. Hopefully this will
change at the weekend of 19th and 20th June when we have provisionally
arranged to meet each other in a hotel near Birmingham. I know that we are
all very much looking forward to meeting each other after so many months of
communicating almost entirely via Zoom.
Under normal circumstances the training for 1st Vice District Governors and District Governors Elect would take place at our
International Headquarters in Illinois, but because of the pandemic, this year it is now being held online. We have been split
up into several groups for our online training, my group has a total of 28 members and is lead by a gentleman from India
called Vijay.
It includes representatives from several different countries including India, Indonesia, Nepal, Africa, North Macedonia and
USA. The training course meetings are held every fortnight via Zoom and in real time, which means that the start times vary
enormously depending upon the country. For example, the course commences at 9am for those members on Eastern
Daylight Time, but for those in Indonesia the same course will commence at 9pm. Fortunately for those of us in the UK on
British Summer Time it commences at 2pm. This has reminded me how large the family of Lions is throughout the world, that
we are truly a global organisation and all of us have one major objective - to serve.
If all goes well, the first Cabinet meeting of my year as your District Governor will be held on 1st August and the meeting will
be followed by a barbeque and I can’t think of a better way to start the new Lion year. More details to follow, but please
reserve that date in your diaries.
In the meantime, please stay safe and healthy.
Steve

It’s not all about fundraising and community service, the strength of the Club is in
its members and they need their downtime!
Cranleigh Lions have held a number of online events throughout lockdown,
including talks to members, a quiz or two and a regular virtual trip to “the local”.
A very popular event was the BEER QUIZ. Question 1 was not—do you like
beer? - but that certainly seemed to be an attribute that many taking part
boasted. The premise is simple, find a friendly chap (local landlord, Lions
supporter and all round good chap Peter
Slinger) who can from his vast working
experience in the pub trade source beer from a
brewery, get him to provide a detailed
description of each as you sample them—AT
HOME—and all the time attempting to answer
20 questions or so on beer, brewing and
breweries. A lot of fun, no pressure and a great
way for club members to keep in contact.

(is that title straight?)
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“EGG CELENT NEWS FROM
CHICHESTER LC”
The Lions Club of Chichester has donated over 160 Easter eggs to the Chichester
foodbank.
Lion President Linda Squires met with Sarah Adams to hand over this nest egg of
chocolate. Sarah egg-spressed her thanks for such a donation. The eggs were bought
with monies raised by the club and a donation from Tesco.
We hope a lot of children will be eggsited as some parents do not have
the spare money to buy egg-stras like
Easter eggs..
At a recent club zoom meeting
members egg-splored ways to support
the local community and a plan was
hatched. Usually the Lions would
purchase eggs to be raffled off at pubs
and local shops for a specific local
charity raising about £900. In these egg
-stremely difficult times that was not an
option however a donation to the
foodbank was. This egg-sercise would
work.
It is no egg-saggeration that the
members were egg-static over this egg-shell-ent idea to promote wellbeing and
enjoyment to as many children as possible.
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Our Support for the Air Ambulance
Continues – Despite Lockdown
We all know how difficult it is to raise funds in this pandemic,
but raise funds we must. There are so many needs within our
communities that will go unmet unless we do so. One such is
Air Ambulance Kent Surrey and Sussex (KSS). The KSS service is so vital to our communities that we just cannot neglect it.
As you will know, our last project with KSS was to provide a further Rapid Response Vehicle,
and our current one is to provide two desperately needed Tempus ALS monitor and defibrillator systems, which system is described below. Both the car and the Tempus system can
be seen on the short video at https://vimeo.com/519498361
My fellow Lions, this is a cause that we just cannot neglect, however difficult the current situation is, so please give as generously as you can. Please send your donations to District
Charities Treasurer Lion Tom Berry
Lion Howard Lee
Chairman, Lions Air Ambulance Steering Group

Our Next Appeal – New Monitors/Defibrillators Now Needed
With the completion of the appeal for the rapid response vehicle as above, our attention is drawn to the further
needs of AAKSS. The service now needs to upgrade its equipment with two monitor/defibrillator machines for its
aircraft. Malcolm Russell, Medical Director of AAKSS, writes:
“The Tempus ALS system consists of the Tempus Pro Monitor paired with the Tempus LS Defibrillator. Our current units have been in use since 2017 and are due for replacement. The Tempus Pro
monitors are carried to every single one of our patients. In addition to monitoring the patient’s vital
signs, the Tempus Pro Monitor allows us to transmit live patient data, video, and audio from the
scene to our remote on call consultant. As a result, accurate information of patient injuries, vital
signs and administered drugs and their effect can be analysed remotely enabling remote advice to
be given by a senior doctor.
“Part of the ‘fine-tuning’ of patient care described above is based on understanding second-by-second what the
patient’s physiology is doing. The Tempus system allows us to do this. We can see their blood pressure, oxygen
and carbon dioxide levels, temperature and more, changing over time which gives critical clues about what is happening to the patient. The fact that this information can be seen by our on-call consultant means that an extra
pair of eyes can be screening this ‘data stream’ looking for changes and trends. On several occasions, our consultants have spotted a problem developing whilst watching remotely from home, and have called the crew to warn
them, leading to significant intervention to help the patient. No other monitor in our experience can provide this
level of functionality. Importantly, no other has proved as robust either, bearing up to the harsh physical nature of
air ambulance work day-to-day. Replacing these items as they approach the end of their service life with like for
like will allow Team KSS to continue to provide world-leading patient care, optimising the chances of a successful
outcome.
We recognise the cost of this equipment is high, but we also recognise that the value is much higher. The right
tools for the right job bring the best results. Team KSS is committed to aiming for the best results for every patient
we attend. That is why this funding is so important to us.”
The total cost for two is £38,994. In view of the current difficulty for Clubs of raising funds, and in view of the
need to be ready to support the Lions/AAKSS head scanner project, once patient trials confirm its viability, has
has been decided to approach this request in stages. Your District Cabinet has agreed initially to fundraise for one
machine (£19,497), and to follow up with a further appeal for the second, once the first is met, if appropriate at
that stage.
Please support this appeal as generously as you can, and send your donations to District Charities Treasurer Tom
Berry in the normal way.
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MP Visits East Grinstead Mass Vaccination Centre.
On Thursday, Mims Davies, MP for Mid Sussex, visited the vaccination centre
based at the Meridian Hall, to thank and to show her support to all those
involved in the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out programme.
Outside the Hall, Ms Davies and Cllr Liz Bennett spoke to East Grinstead Lions
Club President, Brian Richens. They thanked him for the Club’s many hours of
volunteering time and for the Lions’ continued commitment to serving the local
community. Ms Davies also expressed her appreciation to the many other
volunteers who have been required to make the programme such a success.
After taking a lateral-flow test to check she was Covid-free, Ms Davies went
inside and met with the programme managers, Margaret Cooney and Rob
Bannerman. She spent time talking to the doctors, staff and volunteers;
enquiring about their individual roles and thanked them for their on-going work
to ensure that people in the local area are vaccinated as quickly as possible.
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Following a well attended zoom meeting, the “results” of the GREAT
IDEAS FORUM have been collated by organiser 1st VDGE Rizvi Rawoof
and are listed below.

Highlights from Great Ideas Forum on 25th March 2021- focused on Fundraising


Online quiz nights – in addition to participant fees, there were donations too for the event



Online talks via Zoom on topics of interest with a charge per participant




Photographic competitions online - e.g. photos of Pets, Landscapes etc
Amazon Prime



Amazon Smile – request local business who use Amazon smile to donate to Lions as
preferred charity at no cost to the business



Easy fundraising - you can register and shop via this website. A percentage of profits are
donated to your chosen charity each time you shop



Role of social media specially Facebook – using Facebook tracker during Christmas was
great. Raised the profile of the organisation too.



Can advertise events on Facebook free but for a small charge can get the event details
pushed out to more people



Can advertise items for sale on Facebook marketplace – e.g. birdbox etc




Next Door is a good platform to advertise events
You Tube videos on awareness of Lions, fundraising etc




Virgin Money giving, Just Giving page, used for transactions is at a cost
Wonderful.org does not charge charities for any transactions



Winter fuel payment received by individuals who do not really need it could be donated to
Lions Clubs



Virtual murder mystery evening – large numbers signed up



Knocking at doors and Santa’s sleigh was replaced in some areas by messages through letter
boxes and Facebook trackers with good results




Food cooked at home and delivered to friends and family for a small donation
Some clubs continued with sponsored walks and marathons during the pandemic



Some councils have community lotteries where members can buy tickets and get some profit
from the Council




Any charity shops that have been closed due to lockdown can get money from the Council
Ziffit app to use to sell books



Innovative idea of Flamingos for occasions – advertised on Facebook. Great success both
fundraising, raising profile



Christmas hampers/ Easter hampers




Tesco like for like grants
Covid grants




National Lottery grants
Christmas decorations, trees can be got free or at little cost soon after Christmas
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Lions Clubs International
District 105SE

Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)
LCIF Day in Europe
I am asking ALL clubs in our District to come together and support our Foundation on
Saturday 12th June 2021 (or anytime during the Summer) for the first-time a unique
event working with our fellow Lions throughout Europe
Why?

Since the year started there have been hurricanes, wild fires,
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and many other sorts of natural
disasters.

Fortunately we have our Foundation to support the efforts of the many Lions
Together with all the support and service undertaken by clubs during the pandemic we do
have a wider story to tell – an International one!
LCIF provides everyone with an ideal way to support international causes in the
knowledge that everyone’s donations will be administered by Lions in the receiving
country.
How?
•

Organise a fund-raiser

•

Online presence on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, websites

•

Hold a club social – Cream Tea, BBQ, Club Presidential Handover

•

Work with adjacent club(s) or as a Zone

I seek your support of this event and particularly see if your club can make a donation to
LCIF.
Please start thinking about how you can take part in this unique initiative and promote
your club. This could also tie in with promoting Membership.
I do acknowledge that most clubs in our District have given priority of both donations and
service support to their own communities in these difficult times and I support that whole
heartedly.

However we need to start looking forward and helping those people in circumstances
which is way beyond their control, this gives us an opportunity to tell our communities
about the work that LCIF does globally. Cut and paste the link below to watch a 2 minute
video. Please take the time to watch this. Thank you.
https://thanetlionscharitytrust-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/jackier_thanetlions_org_uk/
EZRCwAO9qntCkkMBJkHAKeoBaA9AqL5PC_jA3mAc5b5f8g?e=xweOoe
Jackie Robinson

lionjackie@gmail.com

District LCIF Officer

15

MD105 British Isles

MD DIGITAL CONVENTION 1 MAY 2021
My Dear Fellow Lions
Firstly I hope that you are keeping safe and well in these challenging
times. These unusual times call for a different approach to an MD
Convention.
To that end the Team have been working hard on a Digital Convention
which will take place on Saturday, 1 May 2021.
This is a day that will be different but different gives us an opportunity to
try something new. One big change is that you will all be able to attend
and
I have the honour of Chairing the Convention and can assure you that it
will be a day of fun and fellowship just a digital space.
There will be a great line up of speakers, and of course as an MD we
have our usual business to do as we move out of the current situation
when our communities will need us more than ever.
The Team will be rolling out regular information as to how things will work
so you can take part.
There will also be a chance to hear from the current Council and meet
the new Team of District Governors.
May the 1st be with you, and I look forward to welcoming you to the
MD105 Digital Convention on the 1 May 2021.
Stay safe and well. Regards
PCC Lion Stewart Sherman-Kahn MJF
Convention Chair
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“Horsham Lions Club were unable to collect at their usual supermarkets or carry out their two
Santa collections in December. So the decision was made to open up a Just Giving page and to
deliver leaflets to the houses Santa would normally have visited. People were very generous
with £1545.60 being collected together with a further £150 received in cheques.
The Club made a donation of £1500 to Horsham Matters who were operating a food bank for
needy families and we have received a thank you letter from their Trustees expressing their
gratitude to the Lions for their help. A very worthwhile exercise which is worth repeating,
although we hope to be able to do our usual collections in December this year”
Only goes to show that a bit of lateral thinking can work. Ed.

The Sayers Croft Trust based in Ewhurst, is a registered charity established in 1996 with the
aim of involving the local community, especially young people, in the enjoyment and care of
the environment.
The Trust aims to make all the facilities of the Sayers Croft field centre available to those who
may otherwise be unable to access them due to physical, financial or social disadvantage.
The centre provides fun, adventurous and challenging activities for young people and helps to
create good relationships, increase self esteem, and foster a sense of responsibility and
community spirit.
Cranleigh Lions were approached by Sayers Croft to see if we could give some financial
assistance for a project to combat the mental stress being caused by Covid on disadvantaged
families. The request was for our assistance to pay for Cranleigh families to join them and we
jumped at the chance.
So far, we have paid for eight families and our friends at the Cranleigh Community Fund have
joined us, meaning that even more families will benefit. Further funding agreed at our recent
business meeting will enable Sayers Croft to provide a series of after school club sessions for
a further ten families through March and into early April.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE COMMENTS THE CLUB RECEIVED


"My son is partially sighted and he thoroughly enjoyed den building, pond dipping and rock climbing.
My daughter has enjoyed the map reading in the woods, the maze and rock climbing the most. Both
children love being outdoors and to have instructors to show them
how to do these activities safely and properly is very important to
us.

"One of our sons has special needs and attends a special
school. He has found Lockdown particularly difficult and as a result
his mental health has been affected significantly. The sessions have
given him something to look forward to and brightened his mood
tremendously. He loves being outdoors and the setting of Sayers
Croft is so tranquil and calming."



It has been such an amazing treat to be able to get out
and do something different during a time where we have
been so restricted. My children have benefited from it
tremendously, immersing themselves in the activities with
huge smiles on their faces and having lots of fun.



He has really struggled emotionally with the whole
lockdown and home-schooling and being a boy who LOVES
being outside just not being able to visit the places he
loves in general. He was a bit nervous about it before hand
but seeing how happy he is once he gets stuck in makes
my day as I haven't seen him smile so much in a good few weeks



Isobel and William have got so much out of their time with Rob and Jess at Sayers Croft. As young
carers for a seriously ill sibling, they have been
shielding for nearly 12 months and missed out on so
much. The opportunity to have a little bit of time just
for them, away from home, in a different place has
been an amazing respite for them. Being able to
choose what they wanted to do, and all in such a
peaceful setting, has been wonderful. They have left
every session full of stories about what they have
done and what they want to do next time. Thanks so
much for the opportunity- in a very tough 12 months,
this has been such a positive experience.

Please note that the photographs shown are not the children referred to in the text. These
images, reproduced with the permission of Sayers Croft, are images used for publicity
purposes and the necessary permissions have been obtained. They do however reflect the
fun and activities enjoyed by the children who benefitted from the Cranleigh Lions funding .
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We recently welcomed the new members listed below

SUE BECHER

Adur East

JULIAN BECHER

Adur East

VICTORIA KING

Southborough

IAN LEEDHAM

Worthing

DIANNE RYAN

Bexhill on Sea

FOR THE RECORD
As at the end of March 2021
District 105SE had 1223 (1217) members in 59 active Lions Clubs
New Members Year to date
+47
Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service)
– 96
OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS
CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 10 (10)
CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 25 (25)
CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 17 (17)
CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS – 3 (2)
CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4 (4)
Last month’s figures in brackets
37 Clubs have increased their membership or have not
dropped in membership numbers.
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Lion Charles Griffiths

Tonbridge

The Members of Tonbridge Lions Club are deeply saddened to report the passing of Lion Chas
Griffiths on 22nd February 2021.
He was born in 1942 and spent the first few years of his life in Leicestershire but
moved back to his family home in the Isle of Dogs, East London. After he
married, he and his wife Pauline spent 2 years in South Africa and then moved
back to Rugby in the UK where their 2 sons, David and Craig were born. They
moved to Kent in 1981.
Lion Chas joined Tonbridge Lions in 1982 and was the President in the
centenary year 1999/2000. He held many roles in the Club during his 39 years
as a valued member of the Club and was always an enthusiastic and active
member. Pauline said that they had treasured the many friends that they had
made through the Club over the years and that Lion Chas was so proud of all the good that has been
achieved by everyone through it.
He was very well regarded by everyone in the club and will be greatly missed. Our thoughts are with
Pauline and their two sons and four grandchildren.

Lion John Verrico

Southborough

Sadly John died on the evening of the 17th February after a relatively short illness. John was active at
Christmas, delivering Xmas hampers and supporting the clubs collections. He will be sadly missed
by all his very many friends. John was a very kind, helpful and generous man who always put
himself out to help others. He joined Royal Tunbridge Wells Lions in 1971 and was a stalwart in that
club until the club’s demise in 2010. John was our
last surviving former member of Royal Tunbridge
Wells Lions who transferred to Southborough in
2010 having served with distinction in most
positions.
His membership of Southborough was served with
distinction where he took on a number of posts
including President but he particularly excelled for
several years as Tail Twister!
Southborough Lions are sure that all Lions will
wish to extend there sympathy and condolences
to Bronnie and family.

Obituaries should be sent direct to PCC Jacquie Prebble—by email to lionjacquieprebble@yahoo.co.uk.
Please send as a word document and do not embed photos and images.
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We now have an SE NEWS Facebook
Page. The idea is to a) advertise the link
on our District Website (more publicity
for the best district in the world) and b)
to encourage Clubs near and far to send
in articles. The page is at SE NEWS - LCI
105SE (ENGLAND - BRITISH ISLES) - send
a request to join the group.
In the last edition we reported that the winner of the photo completion was Roy Sharrad
(sometimes Sharrod) of Bexhill-On-Sea Lions. This was an error (yes very rare I know) so—
apologies to Roy Sharrad who is a long time member of Sevenoaks Lions Clubs. Sorry Roy—
keep snapping!

From next month it is proposed to star t again with
the DATES FOR YOUR DIARY, with lockdown —
hopefully—coming to an end Clubs who are planning
events in the summer are invited to send details to
the Editor. Details on Page 2.

NAME OF EVENT
DATE
WHERE
COST (if applicable)
Etc etc
MORE INFO’ NEXT MONT H ON DIST RICT HANDOVER
11 JULY 2021
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR IAN FORBES
DATE
TYPE OF MTG
CLUB OR ZONE
16/03/2021 Trustees Meeting
ZOOM
Executive Membershiup
17/03/2021 Meeting
ZOOM
18/03/2021 Young Lions Taskforce
ZOOM
20/03/2021 SW Convention
ZOOM
20/03/2021 Brian Tumour Research - BINGO! ZOOM
23/03/2021 Zone Meeting 1C
ZOOM
25/03/2021 Great Ideas Forum
ZOOM
27/03/2021 GST Meeting
ZOOM
28/03/2021 UN Day
ZOOM
29/03/2021 Zone Meeting 4C
ZOOM
31/03/2021 District Membership Meeting
ZOOM
E Grinstead
05/04/2021 Club Meeting
ZOOM
1DF (France)
11/04/2021 Convention
ZOOM
E Grinstead Club - Fund Raising
12/04/2021 Meeting
ZOOM
DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT STEVE COE
DATE
CLUB OR ZONE
TYPE OF MEETING
16/03/2021 Trustee Meeting
Online
17/03/2021 DMT Meeting
Online
Districts CW &
13/03/2021 CN.
Convention Online
20/03/2021 Districts SC & SW
Convention Online
22/03/2021 Burgess Hill Club
Online
23/03/2021 Zone 1C Meeting
Online
25/03/2021 Great Ideas Meeting
Online
27/03/2021 DG Elect Training
Online
31/03/2021 Membership Meeting
Online
08/04/2021 Worthing Club
Online
10/04/2021 DG Elect Training
Online
06/04/2021 Convention 2022
Online
15/04/2021 Trustee Meeting
Online
VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELECT RIZVI RAWOOF
DATE
CLUB OR ZONE
TYPE OF MEETING
16/03/2021 Trustee Meeting
Online
20/03/2021 District SC
Convention online
23/03/2021 MD-2nd VDG Meeting
Online
25/03/2021 Great Ideas Forum
Online
28/03/2021 LDUN
Online
31/03/2021 Membership Meeting
Online
05/04/2021 Gillingham
Online
06/04/2021 Convention 2022
Online
10/04/2021 GDPR - DGE, VDG
Online
15/04/2021 Trustee Meeting
Online
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Dear Lions,

As you will already know, the two cancer charities that 105SE have partnered with are
LIBRA and Brain Tumour Research In addition, to any other fundraisers that clubs have
organised, I am, in my role as Childhood Cancer Officer, putting on two major fundraising
events.
In order to maximise the success of the Brain Tumour Research golf day, we have moved
it to Thursday 22nd July. The day will consist of coffee and bacon roll on arrival, a Texas
scramble golf competition (15 teams of 4), a sit-down meal, an auction and a raffle. The
entry fee is £36.00 for club members and £66.00 for non-members. In addition, there
will be a table selling Lions and Brain Tumour Research merchandise. Please support this
day either by participating or donating suitable items for the auction, raffle or
tournament prizes, such as a strip of golf balls. We will be writing to suitable
organisations for donated items such as signed football shirts, other sporting
memorabilia ad general items of interest. If any of you has a direct contact, we would be
extremely grateful for your help.
On Sunday September 26th, we will be organising a team to take part in the East
Grinstead 10K fun run. This event will be a memorial to the late Andy Ripley. The
intention is to run as a team, wearing Lions/LIBRA vests. The LIBRA team will be out in
force to support this event. It will be a useful way of local communities, in receipt of
Lions aid, can support the Lions in return. I will be running on the day and welcome as
many of you as possible (fitness and health permitting) to join me. We will be looking for
younger runners with Lions connections to join our team. Please promote this event with
friends and supporters.
In order to maximise the potential of these two events, we need as many of you as
possible to help and support these days. Please also find attached, the flyer for the golf
day. We will also be producing a flyer for the East Grinstead run.
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South East Lions Charity Golf Society

In aid of Brain Tumour Research
Thursday 22nd July 2021
Texas Scramble
at Worthing Golf Club
Links Rd, Worthing BN14 9QZ

Tee off times 12.00 -14.00
Followed by a two course lunch and charity auction
Coffee and bacon roll on arrival
Entry fee £36.00 for members of Worthing Golf Club
£66.00 for non members
For further information ring David Sluys on 07712 224446
or email liondavidsluys@gmail.com
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