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The newsletter for District 105SE
Well, Convention is over for another year – certainly a different experience, certainly
well attended and certainly – according to
PEACE POSTER
everyone I have heard from – a great
WINNER
A VERY
success. Expertly managed by DG Ian with
TOPICAL AND
VERY INSPIRING
help from SAA Jackie, Techo wizards Phil
WINNER
Robinson and David Colville, the event went Details on Page
vvv
very smoothly. Perhaps more smoothly than
expected with the added complications of
having to ensure the presentation of
candidates, resolution and the required
ballots which all went effortlessly. There
were also presentations (see full report). The
voting was expertly handled by CNRO John
Cattaway who quickly and efficiently got all
delegates set up with a simple voting system
that seemed to work very well indeed,
results came quickly (see full report).
February seems to have been a quiet month

IN THIS ISSUE—News from Convention dominates this issue but there is plenty of
news from Clubs who continue to be active throughout this lockdown.
Convention was held on line and well-supported. The intervention from Third IVP
Dr. Patti Hill was very well received, not least for the way she addressed the
concerns over how dues are spent. The pie chart that she referred to has been
reproduced in this issue and the full presentation will soon be online. Our subs
were the focus of the resolutions and these, all of them approved, are
reproduced on Page 9.
Stay safe
RW
SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)
Editor PCC Rod Weale
Contributions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk (see below)
The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially
represent the policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105
(British Isles).
CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES
Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send individual
images, numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there is info’ on
the image(s). It is important you DO NOT send emails with the text in—send text as a
separate document.
Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing
too much but do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN HEADERS
OR FOOTERS AND CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! PLEASE DO NOT SEND PDF FILES
UNLESS they are summaries of how you envisage your article.
IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you
sent to the local newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to local
landmarks that will possibly mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village Park
or the Memorial Gardens is better than “where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the article
in the third / fifth person – unless quoting people.
I.e. Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention the
member by name where possible.
Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not your
members. “The Club will” rather than “we will”.
Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference.
Please also consider official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.
HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !
There are some technical issues with the senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk please
ALSO send contributions for the next issue to pdgrodweale@outlook.com
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Let me start by saying ‘thank you’ to those
members who attended our Virtual 50th
Anniversary Convention, as well as a huge ‘thank
you’ to the team who made it happen – truly
brilliant.
As I write this I, like you all, are hoping that lockdown will be showing signs of abating which has
been helped by the vaccine roll-out. Yes, we as
Lions, still have a long way to go but remaining
positive we will get there and indeed only this
week I have been encouraged by the number of
requests for New Member Packs.
This last month has been largely taken up with
the arrangements for Convention, with the team being led by Convention
Chairman Lion David Burstow. The feedback following Convention has been
extremely favourable – my thanks go to each and every team member for
making it such a success as well as to those members who attended.
In addition to preparing for Convention, I have also attended both Zone and Club
Business Meetings across the District, all of which have been well attended. It
has also been encouraging to know that ‘keep in touch calls’ are continuing. As
we all know ZOOM is not for everyone and we must respect that.
I am delighted to read that a number of Clubs are involved with the vaccine rollout which will hopefully ensure members of the public offer their services – an
excellent way to ‘open a door to new Lions’.
I am pleased to announce that Lion Paul Dedman is to become 2 nd VDG next
year with Lion Rizvi Rawoof being 1st VDG and Lion Steve Coe being DGE.
Good luck on the New Members front – keep remaining positive and we will pull
through.
Thank you for all the sterling work you are all doing – one last plea …

PLEASE ADD YOUR HOURS OF SERVICE ON TO THE LCIF WEBSITE
I WILL BE CHECKING FROM TIME TO TIME!
DON’T BE AFRAID TO SHOUT ABOUT YOUR SUPERB ACHIEVEMENTS
KEEP SAFE
Ian
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The support of your local press has always been important to any Lions Club . The
Chichester Observ er kindly produced these articles submitted by local Clubs. The
article from Chichester Lions appeared on Jan 21st and warranted a half-page!
Chichester Lions Club would like to thank the
people of Chichester for their support of a 45-yearold tradition of Santa coming to Chichester. You
donated over £2000 at a time where people are
financially stretched and there is a worry for family
and friends. We wanted to ensure we helped raise
the morale and wellbeing of the people of
Chichester.
Lion President Linda squires said “it was not about
raising money but giving back and raising wellbeing
and happiness in these strange times. The
donations were a bonus.”
Chichester Lions Club decided to run the Christmas
Santa float in a different way to past years to meet
the covid restrictions. There was no door to door
collection and Santa stayed on his sleigh.
Organiser Lion Brian Cotton arranged routes where
it was possible to keep the vehicle moving to avoid close contact.
Even though the Club asked only for on-line donations and would not be collecting on the routes
Chichester residents came out and gave generously. The collection over 10 nights amounted to over £2000.
One young man was remanded by a relative for donating £5 as he had recently lost his job. He said he had
a roof over his head and food which a lot don’t so he wanted to do his bit.
Many families said how much of a fillip it was to have something to smile about and what it has done to
raise their spirits.
One man asked his carers to turn his chair to the window and make sure the curtains were open so he
could see Santa as he has done so many times in the past with
his children and grandchildren. He recorded it this year for his
grandchildren who could not meet with him.
One girl came to the door and shouted for Santa to wave to
her big sister upstairs. The window opened and a girl with a
towel round her hair and her body screamed and shouted so
much one of the towels slipped. Early Christmas present for
Santa!
Club members will soon be organising next year's visit and
with more housing developments being built it may be that
we have to operate in a similar manner, slowly moving with
Santa seated, with organised stops en route rather than door
to door so that we can bring this tradition to more residential
areas.

Southbourne Lions Christmas Collection 2020
Southbourne Lions wish to thank the residents of Southbourne, Emsworth,
Bosham, Westbourne, Chidham and Hambrook for their generous donations.
Collections were also made at Southbourne Farms Shop, Hamblin Trust and
Stanstead. In total £4,250.86 was collected which includes £538 raised by the sale
of masks made by two club members. For more information about Southbourne
Lions please contact info@southbournelions.org.uk
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A DATE AND DAY TO REMEMBER, SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6TH 2021—THE DAY THAT 105SE
CELEBRATED ITS CONVENTION ON LINE WITH 202 PARTICIPANTS, REPRESENTING 47 (of 59)CLUBS,
GUESTS FROM OUR FRIENDS IN EUROPE AND AN ESPECIALLY WELCOME INTERNATIONAL
GUEST—THIRD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT DR PATTI HILL WHO JOINED US FROM CANADA
WHERE IT WAS THE EARLY HOURS OF THE MORNING! THE FOLLOWING PAGES REPORT ON THE
EVENT, THE ELECTIONS, REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS AND THE THOUGHTS OF THOSE WHO
ATTENDED. RW

"Congratulations 105 SE! Your Virtual Convention not only
delivered on the business of the district, but also exemplified how
#KindnessMatters with inspiring stories of service. You have led
the way, demonstrating excellence in hosting a seamless virtual
convention. Congratulations to DG Ian and the entire Virtual
Team.
I extend my best wishes to newly elected DG-Elect Steven Coe,
1VDG-Elect Rizvi Rawoof, and 2VDG-Elect Paul Dedman. As well,
I would like to thank DG Ian Forbes for his service during a very
difficult Lionistic year. Under your leadership, I am pleased to see
District 105 SE serving, leading, and growing. " Dr Patti Hill
The thoughts of Convention Chairman Lion David Burstow - Bexhill-on-Sea
105SE Online 50th Convention—Two years ago I was visiting the
lovely Oatlands Park Hotel at Weybridge with DG Ian and Susie,
meeting the functions team, discussing entertainment and menus,
planning a glittering 50th convention. Then along comes a pandemic
and all our plans are thrown in the air and we needed to re-think.
Discussions of a Plan B began with the concept of an online event.
Come November and another lockdown and we knew Plan B was
going to be activated and with only three months to go! My team
quickly needed to learn new skills, to select software, to understand
the finer differences between Zoom meetings and Zoom webinars, to plan an agenda
covering the essentials of elections, reports and resolutions, but adding in informative
presentations.
Cont’d next page
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Gradually all the Districts in the UK, and now MD itself, decided to go online and an
MD working group was formed to exchange ideas and experiences. This group
continues to meet and we in the SE now feed in our experiences to help those still to
come. Our convention was to be the first along with District N, but we took that
pressure on board.All our planning meetings were Zoom webinars so we could learn
the software. We had many rehearsals right up to the Friday evening before
convention and that was squeezed in after the Cabinet meeting ! We decided to plan a
training session webinar on the Thursday to give Lions a flavour of the webinar
experience. Showing how you didn't see everyone else attending, just the current
presenters. Also demonstrating the voting software we had selected OPAVOTE, the Q
and A and Chat facilities and the Raising of Hands to grab attention. This was well
received by about 80 Lions. Early on we decided to pre-record some video material
either to use on the day or for having in reserve as a backup in case of Internet
issues.On Convention day we
took a deep breath and pressed
the "Go" button and 200 Lions
electronically joined.
Our dedicated help-desk took
many telephone calls from Lions
trying to connect, plus emails and
text messages. LCI 3rd Vice
President Lion Patti Hill joined us
from Canada not only on
convention day but also for the
training session on the Thursday
and the Friday Cabinet meeting.
All of Lion Patti’s contributions
were extremely well received. We also had Lions with us from Sri Lanka, Germany and
France.
Our four presentations chosen by DG Ian were - Young Ambassador Leo,
LIBRA, Brain Tumour Appeal and Kent and Sussex Air Ambulance - and they were all
excellent.
Following convention DG Ian and I received many, many emails all with positive
comments, some Lions wrote that they had not been to convention for some years and
they appreciated this new format. Subsequently, we have received many requests to
see parts of the convention again - so we’re currently working on getting the recording
and all the presentation videos onto the district website.
My thanks must go to all my team and we are all pleased that convention was
successful and that DG Ian and Lions in the South-East enjoyed their 50th convention.
It was certainly a challenge and different !
DO David Burstow
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Well, what a good convention was had by all!
Reporting as CNRO for the 1st time I can honestly say that I had
very few problems both before the day and on the day! We had
261 registered beforehand to attend but in the end only 202 came
online. Of those 202, 94 were Delegates, 45 were Alternates, & 25
other SE District Lions making a total of 164 from the SE District.
On top of this there were 23 Lions from other UK Districts, 10 from
abroad including Canada, Germany, France and Sri Lanka, and
finally 5 non-Lions.
The feedback from many that were at the convention confirmed
that the event was a success in spite of the lockdown due to the
Covid virus. Many enjoyed this experience and suggested that future events of this nature
were the way to go forward. But of course many also missed the face to face meetings and
camaraderie generally as at previous conventions. What the future holds is anybody’s
guess.
But this type of event could score in many ways for such things as workshops, spring forums
and similar meetings. Also the Opavote Voting System could be used in many ways
especially at club level as a means of secret voting on any particular item for 25 voters or
less as the cost would be zero. Members numbers over 25, then split the vote into 2 voting
counts to keep the cost at zero. Hopefully next year the convention will be at East Sussex
National Golf Centre in Uckfield where we have previously held the convention.
Kind regards
John C – CNRO 105SE

Resolution No.1
District Per Capita Dues - Proposed and seconded by the District
Cabinet
This resolution was passed by the District Cabinet on 11th October 2020.
This Convention resolves that the District per capita dues for
the Lions fiscal year 2021-22 shall remain at £12.50 per
member per annum and that the dues shall be invoiced in two
equal instalments being 1st July 2021 (based on the
membership numbers recorded on the International website
as at 1st July 2021) and 1st January 2022 (based on the
membership numbers recorded on the International website
as at 1st January 2022).
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Resolution No.2
Proposed by Southborough and District Lions Club
and seconded by Paddock Wood Lions Club
This convention requests the Council of Governors to consult with clubs on the
capping of members annual dues in order to keep members contributions
affordable.
This applies to District, Multiple District and International Dues
Explanation:
This Convention notes with pride the sterling work done by many clubs in their efforts
to increase membership, but we also recognise the major challenges of many clubs:
such as the loss of experienced Lion members.
COVID 19, amongst other things, has contributed towards making the recruitment of
new members more difficult and we feel that, with the resultant austerity of 2020/21
and beyond, that the time has come to cap members annual dues/
contributions.
Resolution No.3
Proposed by Maidstone Lions Club
and seconded by Swale Lions Club
This convention requests the council of governors to seek to encourage LCI to adjust
International dues expected from each member in each country to reflect the
average national wage in that country so that in poorer countries all citizens can
hope to become Lions irrespective of their financial situation.

Explanation
It is unfair for a prospective Lion living in a poor country with a low average national
wage to be asked to pay the same International dues as that of one living in a country
with a high average national wage as that is likely to affect their ability to join Lions.
If countries were placed into one of say four categories ranging from the richest to
the poorest we feel that International dues could be adjusted to allow
any citizen of any country to become a Lion and serve their community.
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The following Lions were elected to serve in the positions noted for the Lion Year 2021—2022
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

LION STEVE COE

WORTHING AND DISTRICT LC

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR

LION RIZVI RAWOOF

GILLINGHAM LC

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR

LION PAUL DEDMAN

HENFIELD LC

Words from DGE Steve Coe
January and February are usually fairly quiet months
for my Lion’s activities, but this year was different,
because on 6th February I was nominated by my
Worthing Club at our 50th Anniversary Convention to
be your next District Governor. The Convention was
very different this year as it was the first one in our
District that had ever been attempted completely
online.
I recorded my speech a few days earlier just in case there were any connection problems
on the day, but fortunately the recording wasn’t needed as everything went very
smoothly indeed. The entire Convention Team did a magnificent job, making the whole
event look very well organised and professional.
My grateful thanks to Hazel Thorpe, the current President of my club for nominating me,
and to all the delegates and alternates who put their trust in me. I will do my best to
honour your trust.

I am really looking forward to being your District Governor next Lion year. We all know
that this nasty little virus has not yet been beaten and that 2021 will consequently bring
with it several new challenges. Nevertheless I am confident that at some time during my
new role we will be able to safely meet face to face again and when that time occurs I look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible.
In the meantime, please stay safe and heathy in these continuing difficult and uncertain
times.
Steve
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In the previous edition of SE NEWS we reported on the
candidates for DG, 1VDG and 2VDG. After the publication the
candidate for Second Vice-District Governor withdrew his
candidacy and therefore, at convention, nominations were
sought from the floor. Lion Paul Dedman of Henfield Lions
was nominated and was duly elected.

“Some Lions will know me well and a few hardly at all,
unless they have met me at Convention, Cabinet or a
membership meeting.
I have been a member of lions for forty years in three lions clubs of this
District Shoreham, Southwick and Steyning Lions (SSS), Maidstone Lions
and Henfield and District Lions. I was President of SSS Lions twice and also
Treasurer and President, Treasurer and now Secretary of Henfield Lions.
I have two International President Awards and some International and District
Certificates of Appreciation.
For the last thirty years I have served on Cabinet in many positions, such as a few
times as Region chairman and Zone Chairman and on the Membership Committee
for a long time in many different roles and duties.
A while ago I was Multiple District Membership Chairman and travelled the British
Isles and Ireland for four years in support of the thirteen Districts through meetings
and support of membership projects.
I have the support of my wife Daphne and my club
Henfield and also thank the lions members for their
confidence in me by their votes at Convention.
Daphne and I have been married for fifty years and
have a son Scott and daughter Lyndsey and both
their families have given us four wonderful
Grandchildren, my son has two daughters Lily and
Eve that are both through university and my
daughter has a son Leo and a daughter Holly that
are much younger seven years and four years
respectively.
As Head of Transmission for EDF Energy for the last
fifteen years of my service with the electricity industry I was responsible for 132kV
network projects such as the Euro Star power supplies from London to the coast
and through the Channel Tunnels, also secure supplies to London Stock Exchange
and New Scotland Yard and lighting of exterior of The Palace of Westminster
which helped with me receiving The Freedom of the City of London.
For the allowed five year term I was Commander of Sussex St John Ambulance
and with my charity work was honoured to be made an MBE; Member of the British
Empire and O St J; The Order of Officer of St. John by Her Majesty the Queen.
I look forward to working with the District Membership Team for the next couple of
years to grow our great District and after lockdown is over meeting with as many of
you as possible and helping with your club to be strong and help your local
communities”
Regards, Lion Paul
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Accountability and transparency, these figures formed part of the presentation by Third
International Vice President Dr. Patti Hill
SUBJECT
AMOUNT
Risk Management
$1.62
Regional Offices
$0.81
Leadership, Membership, Service Support
$12.61
District Governors and District Governors Elect
$3.97
The Lion Magazine
$3.47
International Officers and Board of Directors
$8.22
International Headquarters Operations
$4.88
Information Technology
$3.58
International Convention
$3.83
Each Lion Pays—per annum
$43.00

The above figures are based on a five-year
history of how Lions annual membership dues
is spent to support Lions around the world
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District Officer
Maureen Warn reports
on this years PEACE
POSTER competition.
This year’s
winner
was
Amelia
aged 12
from St
Richard’s
College
Bexhill and
sponsored
by Bexhill
Lions club.
Amelia
will receive
a gift card
for £30 and
her school
will receive
a cheque
for £100.
The theme
was “Peace
through
Service”.
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Congratulations to Lions Viv Diggens who was awarded
the International Presidents Award for Membership,
Lion Val Roberts was awarded the International
Presidents Award for Leadership as was Jackie
Robinson. Lion Frank Lees, Howard Lee and Rizvi
Rawoof were awarded Global Action Team Awards.

DO Maureen Warn reports on the winners and runners-up of the
ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION. There were four
categories. The winning photos are shown on the next few pages.
The overall winner

This image won the
PLANT category and was
judged the overall
winner by the judges.
It was taken by Roy
Sharrad of Bexhill on Sea
Lions Club
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Sunset by Roy Sharrod

Sunrise by Mike Shaw

Rainbow by Phil Robinson

15

by Roy Sharrod

by Roy Sharrod

by Roy Sharrod
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by Roy Sharrod

by Keith Bunyon

by Alwyn Lindley
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by Keith Bunyon

by Phil Robinson

by Keith Bunyon
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Every One’s a Winner!
East Grinstead Lions Club’s online Xmas raffle proved to be a successful venture.
A wonderful thousand pounds was raised and will be used to support Senior Citizens and local
charities.
Grateful thanks must go to new East Grinstead Lion, Tony Hardisty, who within days had
established how to set up a Just Giving page and QR code.
Due to the success of promoting the raffle via social media, EG
Lions will definitely be using this as another way of advertising
raffle ticket sales in the future.

East Grinstead Lions continue to serve in the local community;
delivering hot meals twice a week for Age UK, car park
marshalling at mass flu vaccination events and promoting the
Wenceslas Winter Fuel Project. They will soon be assisting at
the COVID-19 mass immunisation sessions at East Court and
feel proud to be promoting Lions and serving the community
whilst history is being made.
Below is their promotional poster and the photo shows one
lucky winner.

East Grinstead Lions Wenceslas Project

Do you actually need your Winter Fuel Allowance?
Do you receive the Winter Fuel allowance but perhaps don’t really
need it? The East Grinstead Lions invite you to donate some or all of
it to help the many local families unable to keep warm or who are in
difficulties this Winter due to seasonal poverty.
To donate, please go to our Just Giving Wenceslas page
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/EGLionsWenceslas
Or send a cheque made out to:
East Grinstead and District Lions Club send to
East Grinstead Lions Club, 11 Barton Crescent, East Grinstead. RH19 4NR
Alternatively, visit the East Grinstead Lions website or scan the QR code:
https://www.eastgrinsteadlions.co.uk
On behalf of the families and individuals we can help this year,
East Grinstead Lions would like to thank you for your kind
donation.
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GREAT IDEAS FORUM
Date: 4th March 2021 at 7.30pm to
8.15pm
Two members from each club can
participate.
Exchange new ideas relating to
fundraising.
Relate interesting Projects already
found useful.
The floor will be yours.
Please Email your Name, Club to
rizvirawoof@lionsclubs.co.uk
You will then receive a link to
join.

See you in March

Rizvi
Rizvi Rawoof
1st VDGE
Dist.105SE
“Together WE SERVE Better”
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Proud to be part of history in the making, East Grinstead and District Lions have been busy helping the
East Grinstead PCN at their mass Covid19 vaccination sessions.
Held in Meridian Hall at East Court, the
sessions have operated from 8am –
8pm. East Grinstead Lions Club
members, their partners and friends of
the club, have greeted and provided
support for thousands of patients as
they arrived for their vaccinations.
The Lions on duty outside the hall have
been managing the arrival of patients,
including ensuring social distancing and asking some basic screening checks thus allowing the front-line
NHS staff to concentrate on their clinical duties in Meridian Hall.
To date, around 7,500 jabs have been administered to patients from the local community. The
vaccination centre at East Court is operating on a week-by-week basis: plans are subject to changes
daily as the virus and vaccination situation develops and the NHS team (and the Lions volunteers) have
been reacting to each change as it arises.
In these challenging times, East Grinstead Lions Club are pleased to be
able to continue to serve the local community, even if in very different
ways than usual.
Town Mayor Praises Vaccination Volunteers
East Grinstead Town Mayor, Cllr John Dabell and Cllr Norman Webster
(Mid Sussex Cabinet member for Community) praised the efficiency of the
mass Covid-19 vaccine roll-out programme when they arrived at the
Meridian Hall for their own vaccinations last Saturday.
Both councillors expressed their thanks to the East Grinstead and
District Lions Club and many other volunteers, who have been assisting
at the event over the past month. The Mayor remarked how much he
appreciated the friendliness, competence and dedication of all the
volunteers, particularly during the recent cold and wet weather.
Once vaccinated (see image) Town Mayor John Dabell thanked the PCN
clinical team for their kindness and the adept organisation of the
programme. Over 7,500 jabs to date have been administered to local
residents at East Court, with many more to be given in the coming weeks.
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SE News, Whitstable and Herne Bay Donations 2020 -21

Unfortunately, Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions had to cancel most of their
fundraising activities at Christmas, so there were no Santa’s Grottos or
Supermarket collections, and in January, no charity carpark either.
Demands for support continued to rise, however, and in the last few months
the Lions have made donations to the local Foodbank and Gingerbread, in
Herne Bay, who prepare packed lunches
primarily aimed at 4 - 7year olds in the
local Junior School (but also available to
pre-schoolers if needed). The Sea
Cadets, Scouts, Army Cadets, British
Legion, Help for Heroes and Community
Centres also received support.
Needy families were not forgotten at
Christmas when food vouchers were given
to some local primary school children. Two
beds for children were also supplied to
families faced with increasing financial
hardships.
Following the tradition of previous years,
presents were provided for the mothers at
the Women’s Refuge and although the
children’s party there was cancelled,
arrangements were made for the children
to have another kind of treat, together with
some lovely teddies donated by a
gentleman in Beltinge. He had seen one of
our articles in a local magazine and wanted
to help!
Donations were also made towards the
provision of books to Strode Park, which
caters for children with disabilities, so that
each child could receive an advent calendar
of books.
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Harrier Lodge Care home received a
spectacle and hearing aid donation box from
President Fiona Page and Eddy Warn. The
donation bin is located in the foyer, so there
would be no need to enter the building.
To make a cold, wet walk more fun,
Christmas and New Year ‘Painted Stones’
were hidden by the beaches in Whitstable
and Herne Bay for children to find. Posted on
Facebook, people taking daily exercise with children were invited to
look for them, all in easy reach of little fingers. Some parents
posted photographs of their finds on the Lions' Facebook page.
The club’s name was written on the back with a ‘Happy hunting and
stay safe!’ message and a request to re-hide so other children could
find them, though we suspect many ‘disappeared’!
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Malling Lions and Malling Rotary have
combined to assist with the Covid 19
vaccinations of to date over 3,000 local
people. Social distancing was maintained at
all times as you can see by the photo.
President of Malling, Mike Howes (right)
lifted his arm, but unfortunately he was too
young for a jab at the time of taking the
picture. ( Only just ) .

Woking Lions have, for a good number of years, organised a Christmas Meal for those who
would celebrate Christmas on their own. COVID saw the event cancelled but the Club was still
able to distribute 280 goody bags
immediately before or on Christmas Day.
Because of Lockdown, and having to stay in
their own Bubbles as set by Government
guidelines, immediate past President Jackie
Taylor made up 22 Goody bags which were
delivered on Christmas Day by Lions to those
who we would have entertained at our
Christmas Day Meal & Party, and were
therefore on their own.
Roger and Jacquie Chamberlain made up 56
Goody bags on 21st December, which were
delivered
by
other
Lions to either families or elderly in need. Horsell Bowls Club
Pavilion was utilised to make up the bags which included
items ranging from a Co-op Voucher for £20, boxes of mince
pies, festive biscuits, chocolates and toys for children.
Then on Christmas Eve Roger and Jacquie made up a
further 200 Goody bags at home, including boxes of mince
pies, cones of chocolates, festive biscuits and all included a
hand drawn Christmas Card by local school children, plus an
Xmas message from our President, Paul Robinson. These
were delivered to Woking Council's Meals on Wheels service
by President Paul & Emma Brawley and went out on
Christmas Day with their Meals. This is an activity that the
Club have also done for many years, but until the COVID
pandemic, numbers were never more than about 80, so this
was a major increase and very much appreciated by the
community.
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Garden Planter sales now tops over 150 and has
raised over £2500 for Haywards Heath Lions Club
A Haywards Heath Lions Club member,
who shall remain nameless although he
has now let his secret persona slip, has
continued to build wooden planters for
sale to the generous public of Haywards
Heath and surrounding areas since the
article first appeared in SE News back in
July. To date this has allowed Haywards
Heath Lions Club to purchase Christmas
Gift vouchers from a well known
supermarket chain to the value of
£2,700 which will go to 55 vulnerable families in need with a total of 135
children, thereby ensuring that these children will have a happier Christmas this
year.
Haywards Heath Lions Club has been raising funds for local families in need at
Christmas for over 30 years but due to the pandemic, government restrictions
and increasing costs, have had to cancel their annual Father Christmas Carol
Collection so the activities of our stalwart Lion, who is 83, has been remarkable.
He continues to build his planters in order to boost funds still further during this
unprecedented period.
Club President Richard Johnson said that “thanks to the initiative and effort of
our very modest member (no name or picture wanted by him) the club will be
able to continue its tradition of helping vulnerable families at Christmas”.
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At convention Claire Allaker, the LIBRA PR and Campaigns Officer, (photo below)
spoke about the exciting new research that LIBRA will be involved in. In an excellent
and emotive appeal Claire explained how research into Aplastic Anaemia will be
partially funded by a grant from LIBRA and how Clubs can support this new and ground
-breaking research initiative. For more information contact info@libralionscharity.org
LIBRA Funds World First
This year an important genetic research project focussing on Aplastic
Anaemia (AA) and related blood cancers is being carried out at King’s College
Hospital in London with the support of The Lions International Blood
Research Appeal (LIBRA). It is believed the results of this research project will
go on to benefit AA patients across the globe by helping medical experts determine the best treatment paths and
to better understand which patients with AA are more likely to go on to develop blood cancers including Acute
Myeloid Leukaemia.
AA is a life-threatening condition, characterised by the relatively rapid
onset of bone marrow failure. This leads to severe peripheral blood
pancytopenia, causing anaemia, life threatening infections and or bleeding.
Untreated the condition has a high morbidity and mortality. For those who
recover from AA, there is a real risk of developing Acute Myeloid
Leukaemia or Myelodysplastic Syndromes. Between 10- 15% of patients go
on to develop one of these severe disorders.
Given King’s College Hospital’s global dominance in research into this
disease, it was recently selected as the site to carry out research on
samples obtained from 210 patients with AA, treated throughout Europe
as part of a clinical trial. The trial involved randomisation between
standard immunosuppressive treatment along with a drug that stimulates
bone marrow stem cells and other haemopoietic cells. The King’s team have successfully carried out the genetic
part of the study on this globally unique sample set.
To complete the research Professor of Haemato-oncology Ghulam Mufti, who is leading the study alongside his
colleague Professor Judith Marsh, requested £56,000 of funding. LIBRA Trustees agreed to support the project so
the Professors and their team can carry out in-depth analysis of the genes of the immune system known as ‘HLA
types’ on all samples.
Professor Ghulam Mufti commented: “The detailed analysis will enable us to determine whether specific HLA
types are associated with AA and the emergence of malignant clones. It will also reveal how the immune system
may or may not deal with such cells when they are present at low levels in the blood.
“Our funding request for £56,000 has been approved by LIBRA Trustees and we are so very grateful to this forward
-thinking Lions charity and its supporters. The results from the study will be pivotal in understanding key questions
in a disease that carries incredibly significant mortality and morbidity. More importantly, it will also allow novel
therapies for this disease as well as Acute Myeloid Leukaemia or Myelodysplastic Syndromes.”
Research aims on this study apart from clinical effectiveness are:
1. Why does the disease show racial and geographical variation, specifically is it to do with the immune system we
are born with?
2. Can we predict who is going to respond to standard immunosuppressive treatment?
3. Can we predict who is likely to develop Acute Myeloid Leukaemia or Myelodysplastic Syndrome after recovering
from AA?
4. Why does the disease develop in the first place at the specific age peaks? The disease has two peak age
incidences, one in young adults and the other at 60 years of age.
LIBRA Chairman Andrew Lodge added: “We wish the haematology team the very best with this ground-breaking
genetic research project. They are leading the way with this research and we hope that the results bring about
more positive outcomes for patients with Aplastic Anaemia and those with related blood cancers.”

26

We recently welcomed the new members listed below
Geeta Sharma

Bexley and Sidcup

Alison Harper

Southborough

FOR THE RECORD
As at the end of November 2020
District 105SE had 1217 (1254) members in 59 active Lions Clubs
New Members Year to date
+32
Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service)
– 87
OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS
CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 10 (9)
CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 25 (26)

CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 17 (19)
CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS – 2 (2)
CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4 (4)
Last month’s figures in brackets
37 Clubs have increased their membership or have not
dropped in membership numbers.
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME FROM CLUBS, DISTRICT OFFICERS AND INDIVIDUAL LIONS.
Please refer to the guidelines on Page 2
HOWEVER, may I please remind everyone that images SHOULD NOT BE EMBEDDED in
articles when sent. If you wish, you may send a PDF—showing how you see the article—in
order that images can be reconciled with text, BUT it is important that images (JPEG) and
text (docx) are sent separately in oder that your esteemed and over-worked editor does
not have to edit, respace and generally jiggle articles about! Thanks RW
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During convention there is normally a meeting hosted by the “home international
relations officer” and attended by many of the District Governor Team and other
interested parties. With Convention being held online the meeting was also held on
line—PCC Phil Robinson hosting attendees from our twinned District 111MN and
from 103IDF in France.
Among the subject discussed were the various projects that the districts are
working on, many in fields far and wide. The 105SE Projects in Belarus, always
well supported by our French and German friends received a welcome boost when
111MN District Governor Jürgen Waterstradt presented, virtually, a donation of
€1,000 from his District.
Like 105SE many of the European
Districts and Multiple Districts are going
to hold online conventions but, with
increasing optimism the are plans in April
2022 to celebrate the 45th anniversary of
our twinning with 111MN with a series of
events at the German Convention to be
held in the city of Bad Homburg (Bad as
in spa)
Preliminary details are on Page 34, in the meantime if you think you would be
interested in attending please contact 111MN DGE Roswitha Hahn who is
organising the event with help from many of the members of her future Cabinet
and International Team. Roswitha is at hahn-lions@gmx.de or our own IRO Phil
Robinson at lionphil.robinson@gmail.com will also be able to help.
Travel restrictions should be lifted by April 2022 and, should enough Lions attend,
then group transport can be arranged. Accommodation is in Bad Homburg and
prices will soon be available.
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Lion David Cole 1945-2021
It is with great sadness that Horley Lions advise the loss of David after a long battle with
bone marrow cancer and our thoughts are with his
wife Diane, daughters Sian & Mia and their families.
David joined Horley in 2014 but this was after many
years supporting us, with running in the Beaujolais
run, cooking at our BBQ’s frequent outings, running
numerous half marathons and cycle rides going back
to the 1990’s, all in aid of charity.
Even with his illness, which often left him being very
tired, he still came and put in a ten hour day at our
last fireworks night before lockdown one.
David will be greatly missed as a Lion and a friend.

Farnham Lions have recently been recognised by MP Jeremy Hunt for their great work in the
community during the COVID-19 pandemic. (see next page)
At the outset of the pandemic our members determined to do what they could to help, and that has
included volunteering at the Farnham Coronavirus Assessment Unit and at the Farnham Covid
Vaccination Centre, delivering medicines and meals, and manning helplines. As a club we helped to
form the Farnham Coronavirus Support Fund which brought together a number of charities and
organisations to support our community and continues to do so to great effect. Our appeal for
unwanted computers continues to yield a great response with the Club able to gift a hundred and
twenty refurbished computers, as well as many related items, to children and adults within our
community to help with home schooling, home working, etc.
During the break between lockdowns we were pleased to be able to implement our Christmas Parcels
Appeal which collects food donations from people homes, sorts and reissues to those in need. This
has been particularly needed during this pandemic. Compared with the 2019 appeal, which produced
290 bags, the 2020 appeal resulted in a record of 600 bags of goodies being distributed.
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The Club was also able to implement its Project Wenceslas Appeal, which had
raised well over £20,000 by the middle of January, to help those in fuel debt.
In addition, the club has continued to respond to individual pleas for help via its
Welfare Committee.
The Club is also very pleased that the great contribution to our community of our
member Lion Jo Michaelides has been recognised with an individual award. Her
enthusiasm, commitment, leadership, and not least her energy, are truly inspiring,
all whilst working and supporting her own family.
These awards are certainly a confirmation of the worth of our efforts as Lions, and
an inspiration to continue and increase our efforts.

Photos
•
Lion Carl Taylor on duty at Farnham Hospital
•
Launch of Project Wenceslas
•
Food Sorting
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On Wednesday 17th February 2021 at 7.30 pm Guildford Lion Vic Quayle will be giving his illustrated
talk ‘Waltzing Matilda around Australia’, via Zoom, as a charity fundraising event for Guildford Lions Club to
support our local community. Access to the Zoom link is just £5.
Vic and his wife Pam bought a four wheel drive motor caravan and spent a year travelling around Australia visiting
the parts of Australia that most tourists rarely visit - the Outback. This illustrated talk will include many photos and
stories about the tough characters living in remote communities, the wild animals, and much more.
Following the talk there will be time for questions and comments.
To register, please send an email to guildfordlions@btinternet.com and payment methods, by either bank transfer
or PayPal or by cheque, will be sent to you by return.
You will be sent the Zoom link 24 hours before the talk. If you do not already have access to Zoom
please download the app by visiting https://zoom.us/download prior to the talk.
Future Talks (with registration opening after the previous Talk has been held) include:
Wednesday 28 April ‘Ocean World’ - Gloria Barnett
Interesting and fun information about oceans and what lives in them from the Weird fish lady Gloria Barnett. Why
we need to keep oceans healthy and how everyone can help with education and environmental projects. Includes
original underwater film clips from around the world.
Wednesday 26 May 'Guildford's Lost Shops' - David Rose
Guildford has changed from being a small market town to a regional centre. The talk includes photographs of many
family run shops that once prevailed.
During March we will be holding a Virtual Dog Show – with different classes, email a photograph of your dog and
pay a small entry fee, a team of judges will choose the best in each Class and runners up.
Leading up to Easter a free to enter children’s drawing competition with the theme ‘Happy Easter’. Two age
ranges: up to 6 years old and 7 to 12 years old. £20 Gift Voucher for Biddles of Guildford for the winner of each
age range and a £10 Gift Voucher for the runners up. All pictures will be displayed on our Facebook page and
website.
Thank you for your support.
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR IAN FORBES
DATE

TYPE OF MTG

CLUB OR ZONE

15 02 21 Boot Camp - Membership

ZOOM

15 02 21 Burgess Hill Business Meeting

ZOOM

18 02 21 Folkestone Business Meeting
Boot Camp Member19 02 21 ship
- Membership

ZOOM

19 02 21 Young Ambasssador Finals

ZOOM

20 02 21 Young Ambasssador Finals

ZOOM

21 02 21 COG Meeting

ZOOM

22 02 21 2B Zone Meeting
Hythe &
Romney
Marsh Business
23 02 21
Meeting

ZOOM

25 02 21 Forward Planning

ZOOM

26 02 21 Murder Mystery - Brighton Lions
Great Ideas
04 03 21 Forum
District A
06 03 21 Convention

ZOOM

13 03 21 District CW Convention

ZOOM

ZOOM

ZOOM

ZOOM
ZOOM
DGE STEVE COE

Building a
16/02/2021 Team
New Club
Branches
Online
18/02/2021 training

Online training

Online training

20/02/2021 1VDG

Online training

25/02/2021 Forward Planning

Online

27/02/2021 International Meeting

Online

04/03/2021 Great Ideas Meeting

Online

13/03/2021 Pre Assignment

Online
1ST VDGE RIZVI RAWOOF

23/02/2021 MD

2ns VDG meeting

25/02/2021 Forward Planning

Forward Planning

01/03/2021 Gillingham Lions
04/03/2021 Great Ideas

on line

06/03/2021 District Convention A

District Convention A
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Details from DGE Roswitha Hahn on what our German friends are
planning to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the twinning of our
Districts.
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME FOR THE 45th
ANNIVERSARY OF THE TWINNING OF
105 SE and 111 MN
Friday, 22nd April 2022:
Excursion on the River Rhine (World Heritage)
Transfer by bus to Wiesbaden-Biebrich
Trip on the boat from Wiesbaden to St.
Goarshausen
Transfer back to Bad Homburg
Dinner in Steigenberger Hotel,
Bad Homburg
Saturday, 23rd April 2022: Convention
Opening of Convention
Partner Programme: Visit to Saalburg
(Roman castle/World Heritage) – Latest
Attraction: Bronze/Golden Horsehead from
Celtic Times
After lunch, a walk in the beautiful Kurpark (English garden) with a lot of wells, Thai Temple and
Russian church and future site of world tennis

In the evening, a lovely dinner in the charming restaurant of the famous Spielbank (Casino – the
so called Mother of Monte Carlo, where Dostojewski lost most of his money).
Sunday,
meeting

24th

April

2022:

Twinning
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