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ISSUE 7- 2020 /21 

The newsletter for District 105SE 

Well, the festive period is over for another year. There is no doubt that many of us will remember 

Christmas 2020 for many reasons, standing outside supermarkets with masks on, sleigh routes where 

the kids could not come closer to Santa than 2m and when we could get in the festive spirit it was with 

fewer members of our family. Perhaps the best thing to do is to look forward? 

We know many Clubs; many members are struggling during these most difficult of times. Restrictions 

on events, meetings without that all important personal interaction, it would certainly be easier to resign 

ourselves to tread water until the better times come – as they surely will – and hope that we can simply 

resume where we left off. If only it was that easy. It is no secret that many Clubs are struggling to 

maintain momentum throughout this crisis and yet others have risen to the challenge, adapted and 

remain active their communities, supporting in their communities – just in different ways. 

Members’ welfare has never been more important. Even in normal times, we so often look outside our 
Clubs but not inwards. Remember, those members who work may have seen their income streams cut 
or reduced, those with children are having to juggle work with home schooling and many of our more 
senior members might be struggling with getting out to exercise and not everyone has access to on-line 
delivery! Many, many years ago I was attending a Lions seminar in Spain and one of the most 
respected of Spanish Lions PCC Manuel Marquez told the tale of seeing a fellow Lion in Malaga one 
day and scolding him for not attending a club meeting for some three months. The Lion simply looked 
at Manuel and said “no I was in hospital for 6 weeks and then I’ve been recuperating at home”.  
Whether this anecdote is true or simply used by PCC Manuel to make the point is not important. What 
is important is that we should look after our own.  Food for thought as we ensure these hard and 
restricting times. RW 
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IN THIS ISSUE—Again my thanks to all the Clubs and individual Lions who have 

submitted reports for this month. Well, Christmas and New Year came and 

went—some will say “thank heavens” - it certainly was not what could be classed 

as a normal festive period. Yet many Clubs got out and about as best they could. 

Hampers became vouchers, there were some options to organise collections at 

supermarkets and now what? 

There is a mixture of reports on Christmas / New Year events, an important 

appeal from the Belarus Project (PAGE ) and the opportunity to support PDG Paul 

Withers in a sponsored “cutting of his throat” - shave!  

News, too, of convention and the plans to meet on-line on Saturday Feb 6th! This 

is an ideal opportunity to attend this, your, event.  

Stay safe  

RW 

SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)  

Editor PCC Rod Weale  

Contributions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  

The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially 

represent the policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105 

(British Isles).  

CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES  

Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send individual 

images, numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there is info’ on 

the image(s). It is important you DO NOT send emails with the text in—send as a doc’. 

Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing 

too much but do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN HEADERS 

OR FOOTERS AND CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! PLEASE DO NOT SEND PDF FILES. 

IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you 

sent to the local newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to local 

landmarks that will possibly mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village Park 

or the Memorial Gardens is better than “where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the article 

in the third / fifth person – unless quoting people.  

I.e. Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention the 

member by name where possible.  

Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not your 

members. “The Club will” rather than “we will”.  

Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference. 

Please also consider official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.  

HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !  
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May I first of all wish you all, once again, a Very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.    

Since I last wrote to you in December, when I was hopeful 
that we could all look forward with  renewed optimism, we 
now find ourselves with stricter controls over our daily lives 
which, in turn, is having an impact on each and every one of 
us as Lions, as well of those in our communities who ‘WE 
SERVE’.    We have to be thankful that ten days ago, 
following the regulatory body approving the Covid-19 
vaccines, the Government has rolled-out the inoculation 
programme which has to be seen as a ‘way forward’ in 
tackling the pandemic.  Let us hope it is successful and 
delivers the results we all crave for. 

This is where we, as Lions, can and are being involved in assisting with the vaccination 
programme, whether it be manning the carparks, providing gazebos / chairs, assisting with 
admin or ensuring there is an orderly queue with social distancing being maintained.    

It is good to hear from Clubs that they are looking at their calendars with pencilling in 
dates for their fund raising activities for 2021 as well as Clubs planning their Charter 
celebrations.  We are also seeing new members in the pipe line.   I would like to say ‘well 
done’ for all your achievements during the first half of the Lions calendar year.  I know only 
too well how you have all risen to the challenge with having to look at new ways of 
working as well as staying in touch with one another and with members of your 
community.     

GREAT NEWS to report is the first Meeting of the Virtual Club held very recently  – the 
signs are very encouraging and it deserves to do well with currently having five members. 

As I write this I am preparing for our Annual Convention on the 6th February, details of 
which have been sent to every member.  I, together with Cabinet, are determined to make 
it a success and would encourage you all to register your attendance, along with your Club 
delegates.  You will have the opportunity to learn more about your District as well as to 
contribute in any discussions that take place.      

REMEMBER IT IS YOUR CONFERENCE AND WE NEED YOU THERE 

GOOD NEWS ON THE ‘SE’ DUES FRONT   – our District Treasurer has been able to reduce 
our second half dues by £5.25 to £1.00 per member.   A big Thank You to Lion David Butler 
for achieving such a result. 

Take care and, please, do KEEP SAFE. 

MORE ON CONVENTION ON PAGES 6  -  9 
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New Members 

Welcome 

Caroline Studley Bexhill on Sea 

IMPORTANT 

New members are published from the list that is received from LCI. The list of Lions that 

have passed to higher service is also provided by LCI. However, the Club is welcome to 

send an obituary and photo to PCC Jacquie Prebble at lionjacquieprebble@yahoo.co.uk. 

These obituaries should be sent as soon as possible as there may not be time to prompt 

the Club closer to publication dates. Thank you. RW 
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Thanks to Southborough Lions for this New Years  Message 

One of the most 

important events in the 

SE calendar will be 

CONVENTION and it all 

takes place on Saturday 

February 6th 2021—on 

line. EVERY MEMBER will 

receive a personal invite from DG Ian—an example is shown overleaf. YOUR 

INVITE WILL INCLUDE A CLICK BOX that you can use to register. 

Don’t delay—register now. You do not have to be a delegate! 
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Steve qualified as an associate member of the Royal Institution of Chartered 

Surveyors in 1973 and was awarded a fellowship in 1985. He spent most of 

his life working for various local authorities including Reading, Wandsworth, 

Adur and Worthing where his team was responsible for the management of 

its property portfolio. He retired from local authority service in 2011. 

He was inducted into membership of Worthing Lions Club in April 2011. Since joining he has become a very 

active member of the Club and District, being Vice President, President, Zone Chairman and Region Chairman. 

At the Arundel Convention in 2019 Steve was elected as the 2nd Vice District Governor and at the Maidstone 

Convention last year was elected as the 1st Vice District Governor. During his Presidential year 11 new members 

were inducted into the Worthing club. 

Steve’s wife, Anne-Marie has recently retired as a teacher and is multi lingual, being fluent in French, German 

and Italian. She is very supportive of Steve’s Lion activities and when our twin District 111MN in Germany 

recently held their online convention Anne -Marie translated the proceedings into English. 

Steve has two daughters and two grandchildren and when not involved in Lions activities he loves anything to 

do with Formula 1. It is no surprise therefore that he organises the Classic Car Display at the Worthing Festival. 

He also likes to take his Labrador ‘Arnie’ on frequent walks by the sea or in the countryside. 

Candidate for District Governor 2021-22 

Lion Steve Coe 

Convention is often called our AGM but it is so much more. In “normal times” it is chance to listen, learn, meet 

new friends and say hello to old acquaintances. And now? Convention is important and we will be online and 

this is the ideal opportunity to members who have never attended this annual event to do so. Yes, it will be 

different, yes it will be a challenge but now you can attend without being a delegate (you always could) and at 

no expense. Much of what we will enjoy is the same as were it live – 3rd Vice International President Patti Hill will 

be joining us; many will recall Patti was with us in 2012 we celebrated our convention in Chichester. As noted in 

DG Ian’s invitation we will also hear about the Brian Tumour Trust, KSS Air Ambulance and our impressive Young 

Ambassador. LIBRA will be centre stage during a programme that will keep you entertained and informed. 

As in every year we will elect our future leaders, hearing of their plans for our future. Details of who is standing 

cover the next few pages. 

Many a Lion often comments that convention is expensive, “not for me”, “just for them”. That is not so and by 

joining everyone online on SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6th you will witness that Convention is interesting, of value, 

educational and for every Lion – you included!   

You will via your Club receive a personal invite from DG Ian to attend. Simply click the link to register. Welcome 

and remember, you can use the ZOOM link below ONLY IF you have registered. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pdCNjYr9TuCDC0JqR_MlVA 

HAVE YOU ATTENDED CONVENTION BEFORE? NO – WELL HERE IS AN IDEAL 
OPPORTUNITY AND, IF YOU A REGULAR IT WILL BE A NEW EXPERIENCE. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pdCNjYr9TuCDC0JqR_MlVA
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Phil was born in Chatham Kent, and he emigrated to Australia with his 

family in 1961. He married Michelle, has 2 sons and 2 grandsons. He 

qualified as an Electrical Fitter and then worked in theatres for some time, 

and then spent eleven years in TV as Lighting Director for ADS 7, and the 

Adelaide Convention Centre for two years as Technical Supervisor.  

In 1988, Phil moved to Brisbane and joined the Queensland Performing 

Arts Centre as Technical Manager Operations and Training for 8 years. In 

1998, with Michelle, he moved to Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia where he 

worked for 3 years as A/V and Training Manager at the Concert Hall in the 

Petronas Twin Towers. On returning to Australia in the year 2000, he spent 

twelve years as General Manager for two audio visual companies winning 

more than $30million of contracts. Michelle sadly passed away in October 

2016 from a terminal disease. 

Now retired, Phil spends his time in Kent with Jeanette and Lions.  

Phil has been a Lion for 28 years and has been Club Vice President on six occasions, Club President 

four times, Zone Chairman, Completed ALLI Sydney 2016, District Disaster Relief Coordinator, 

Sampson Flat Bushfire Recovery Chairman, District GMT Leader. He is a Certified Guiding Lion, was 2nd 

VDG, VDG and then District Governor MD 201C1 in 2018/2019. Having recently transferred to Hythe & 

Romney Marsh Club, he is their Club Membership Chairman and also 105SE Club Liaison, Region 3.   

Phil has received a Melvin Jones Fellowship, James D Richardson Award and a Club Excellence Award. 

Candidate for 2nd Vice District Governor 2021-22 

Lion Phil Bowman 

Members of the Lions Club of Gillingham has nominated Lion Rizvi Rawoof for the position of 
1st Vice District Governor for the year 2021/2022. 
Rizvi was inducted at the Lions Club of Beruwela Sri Lanka District 306A in 1989. He was 
Treasurer, Secretary and President.  He was a Project Manager for an Aquaculture project in 
Puttalam (NWP) hence was transferred to the Puttalam Central Lions Club District 306B and  
was the Charter Chairman.  Then back in Colombo joined the Lions Club of Colombo 
Metropolitan and was a President again. He joined the Lions Club of Gravesend in the year 
2005 and moved to the Lions Club of Gillingham in 2010. His achieved his 30 year Chevron in 
2019.  
He was awarded the most outstanding District Chairman at the 306B District convention. Also awarded the most 
outstanding Zone Chairman subsequently. He has been Region Chairman and Deputy Cabinet Secretary.  
In November 2019 the United Nations Friendship Organisation of Sri Lanka – SUNFO, awarded him as Goodwill 
Ambassador for Commonwealth by the Speaker of the Parliament of Sri Lanka.  
Lion Rizvi has been the president of Gillingham, also a Zone Chair again and Multiple District Officer – Sight for 3 years. 
Lion Rizvi was awarded the Robin Blake Trophy for his overseas project “Restore Sight Sri Lanka.” He has organised, 
coordinated with the Ministry of Health and local Lions clubs, travelled on his own and completed 1550 Cataract surgeries to 
date.  During his personal visit to Ghana Rizvi  donated Intraocular Lenses to the Lions Club of Cape Coast and to the Lions 
Club of Kampala in Uganda. 
Rizvi has attended International Conventions Brisbane in 1991 and Montreal in 1996. Europa Forum held in Macedonia in 
2018. Currently he is the 2

nd
 VDG, GST Chairman and a District Trustee. He was also trained by ALLI. Rizvi is an active 

Lion for the last 32 years. 
Rizvi was educated at St. Thomas’ (School created by William Keble of Eaton and Oxford) and is the leading private school 
in Colombo to-date, Zahira College Colombo, University of Sri Lanka and Post Graduate Institute of Management. He is a 
Fellow of the Chartered Management Institute London. He has worked in the financial sector also specialised in shipping in 
Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Greece and in England. Currently works part-time as an Interpreter in Magistrate courts and as an 
Associate Hospital Manager  for KMPT NHS-Trust. He is a Director of OPTIQUIP UK Ltd. He has been a sportsman having 
excelled in Judo and Rugby. 
He is married to Dr. Habiba Rawoof who is an Ophthalmologist and currently Head of Clinical Applications for NHS-KCHFT. 
Habiba has helped Lions districts 306 in Cataract surgeries and received a Gold Medal as the most Outstanding Citizen in 
Medicine at the District 306A Convention. Their son Raiyan Rawoof is a commercial Helicopter Pilot. 

Rizvi is looking forward to support all clubs in District 105SE in years to come.  

Candidate for 1st Vice District Governor 2021-22 

Lion Rizvi Rawoof 
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DR. PATTI HILL THIRD VICE PRESIDENT  

Dr. Patti Hill from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada was elected 

to serve as third vice president of Lions Clubs International 

at the association’s 102nd International Convention, held in 

Milan, Italy, July 5 through July 9, 2019. Vice President Hill 

is president of a consulting firm. With 30 years of 

experience as a psychologist, she has mentored graduate 

students and psychologists in training. She has also 

championed the rights of children and youth who are deaf 

and/or blind. A member of the Edmonton Host Lions Club 

since 1990, Vice President Hill has held many offices within 

the association, including district chairperson for Membership, Environment, 

Convention and International Cooperation and Understanding. Additionally, she has 

served as a committee member for the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum, 

multinational coordinator for Campaign SightFirst II, secretary for the Lions Eyebank 

(Alberta) Society, Vice President of the Lions Eye Research Institute of Northern 

Alberta and presenter at multiple forums and conventions. In recognition of her 

service to the association, Vice President Hill has received numerous awards, 

including several International President’s Awards. She has been honored with the 

Ambassador of Good Will Award, the highest honor the association bestows upon its 

members. She is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, and recipient of numerous 

other fellowships. In addition to her Lions activities, Vice President Hill is active in 

numerous professional and community organizations. She is a member of the 

Psychologists Association of Alberta, the Canadian Psychological Association and the 

Community League. In the past, she served as an executive officer of the Alberta 

Association of School Psychologists and the Association of Canadian Educators of the 

Hearing Impaired. Vice President Hill has also served on the Alberta Premier’s 

Council on Persons with Disabilities. Vice President Hill and her husband, Greg 

Holmes, also a Lion, have two children. 
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Santa Rides again in Gillingham 

PCC Chris Iles reports from a festive Kent 

Our annual Santa Sleigh runs are our single biggest 

fundraiser every year and are planned well in 

advance.   The sleigh was brought out of storage, 

cleaned and inspected, given a new coat of paint in 

places, had a new set of flashing lights fitted and was 

ready to roll weeks before Christmas and then the 

second wave of the pandemic hit us again and 

Medway was racing up towards the worst area in the 

UK.   We sought the advice of the Council Public 

Health department and they asked for risk 

assessments and plans then for improvements which 

we provided and then we heard nothing so we assumed all was well.   After a great deal of soul searching 

and with the level of Covid 19 cases increasing by the day in Medway we decided that we would go out, 

but no contact with the public, no knocking on doors and no stopping for chats with Santa:   We decided 

that we needed to increase our PR and posted details in the local community magazines and on all the 

Facebook pages we could find and were delighted when the magazine gave us front page coverage in 

December.    We are pleased to say that it was well worth-while if only as a community service.   The faces 

of the little children along the way were enough to make the whole risk worth taking and the thanks on 

Facebook from parents were worth their weight in gold.   Unfortunately, after 7 nights Medway was put 

into Tier 4 restrictions and to continue would have been to put too many people at risk including our 

stewards and collectors.   Sadly, that meant many people had to be disappointed this year but we will be 

back next year.   We have been doing it for well over 30 years and we don’t intend to stop any time soon.  

We didn’t do too bad financially either, well down on a normal year, but we learnt a lot about social media 

this year which will be useful in everything we do in the coming years.      We had people on Facebook 

(now parents) saying they have looked forward to seeing him every Christmas since they were a child.   

Is your Club involved in the civic preparations to the Covid vaccine rollout? If so then please send articles for the next 

edition. If not then how can you offer support in your community? It is not easy, given the restrictions but there are ways 

in which you can help.  

Local centres may need marshals; your Parish and Local Councils will have details. Transport. Many will need transport 

and whilst it is not practical to offer lifts in private cars, your Club might look to offer to co-ordinate the transport for those 

who need it. Offer to pay for taxis if needs be or, like Cranleigh Lions (see next page) hook up with the local bus service / 

hoppa.  

There will be many in your community who will be worried about how, when they get the call, they will get to the centre. 

Lions can help!  RW 
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CRANLEIGH LIONS and HOPPA are providing a free 
to use service for residents who have been asked 
to attend Cranleigh Village Hall to receive their 

vaccination AND do not have access to transport.  

Once you have a confirmed appointment please 

either contact your street champion or email 

enquiries@hoppa.org.uk  alternatively call 01428 

681701.You will need to provide your name, 

address, contact details and the time / date of 

your appointment. PLEASE note that this is a dial-

a-ride service, and you should give as much 

notice as possible.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SERVICE IS ONLY AVAILABLE TO ATTEND 

CRANLEIGH VILLAGE HALL 

If you are able to afford transport please 

call your normal taxi / private hire provider 

mailto:enquiries@hoppa.org.uk
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CROWBOROUGH LIONS THANK THEIR COMMUNITY 

During the Pandemic lockdowns of last year and the current lockdown, we at 

Crowborough and District Lions Club have been unable to hold our normal events for 

both Community support and for the raising of funds to allow us to carry on with our 

charitable work. 

During this period, we have still been responding to 

requests for help from people severely affected by the 

lockdown situation and have provided goods and 

services to those in desperate need. 

This Christmas we were very fortunate to be able to hold 

our annual collection around the Christmas tree in the 

town centre Piazza, which was carefully planned to 

comply with Social Distancing regulations. 

Although we reduced the number of days and collection 

times we found the people of Crowborough were very 

generous in their support and donations were made in 

excess of £700.00 over the period. 

Regrettably, we were unable to carry out our Christmas 

Sleigh rounds this year, but Crowborough Cabs came to 

our rescue with a generous offer to tour the streets of 

Crowborough with our sleigh, accompanied by Father 

Christmas. 

The rounds took place from the 21
st
 to 23

rd
 December 

around many areas in Crowborough in full compliance 

with the COVID rules and once again the people were 

very generous with their donations, contributing over 

£400.00 to the collection. Crowborough Cabs met all the 

costs of the rounds themselves with all monies raised 

going direct to our Charity trust for Community support. 

For this very generous support from everyone we would 

like to express our most sincere thanks to all who 

donated at this difficult time and a very special thanks to 

Crowborough Cabs for their help and assistance and assure everyone that these funds 

will be used for the benefit of our Community. 

The idea, open to ALL Lions, is to publish individual Lions impressions of 

their Club in a feature entitled MY CLUB. This month PDG Terry Mason looks 

how his Club Crowborough thanked their community over Christmas. “ 
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District 105SE 

  

mailto:philbowman@bigpond.com
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Having been introduced to Lionism in 2014, I, like 
many others, have always been keen to work 
within the community enhancing the lives of 
individuals less fortunate than myself.  

So as you can imagine, when the opportunity to 
become the president of Dartford Lions Club was 
offered to me, I welcomed it with open arms! 

Little did I know (or anyone know) what 
challenges lay ahead of us! 

The first of the challenges was in July when I took over the role of president, previous years have been a 
more formal setting with members, food, drinks and socialising. 

This year our members tried to make the event equally as special for me even though it was held on 
Zoom, the evening was capped off by a glass of bubbly and my wife putting the presidential chain on me. 

Through the course of the meetings which lay ahead, we were having to make decisions such as cancel 
your Carousel and summer festivals/fetes etc., so basically our summer fundraising had fallen victim to 
Covid19. 

With requests from individuals and organisation for support still coming through each month, 
fundraising was obviously a major concern for the club. With our new website now fully functional we 
began to promote online donations. We felt the need to modernise our fundraising and shifted to online 
engagement, including setting up an online opportunity to receive donations, early days, but, has raised 
over £300, we also looked at other new opportunities for fundraising and 30 new brightly coloured 
collection boxes (in Lions colour) have been hand delivered to various retailers throughout Dartford.   

Our support from the community is such that a very well known local DJ and quizmaster contacted us to 
help raise funds for the club. DJ Travis hosted an online quiz night for us giving us a real boost by raising 
almost £500 in one night, building on the success of our June event run by one of our members. 

After 49 years our biggest fundraiser, our bonfire and fireworks night was having to be cancelled, we 
looked at various ways to hold some type of display, even online, but, sadly it was not safe to go 
ahead.   The Club wanted to support Kindness Day, a local business supported us with drinks and snacks 
to give out to the public on the day,  this too has had to be postponed, we will hold it at the first 
opportunity we have.  In recent years, we have revived 'Santa and his Sleigh' this event too has been 
sponsored by a local business, but yet became another victim of Covid19. Cont’d next page 

President of Dartford Lions Club, 

Ragbhir Sandhu looks back at the 

Club year so far.  

The photo shows LP Ragbhir, Santa 

and The Lion Himself! Photo taken 

for the Dartford Toy Appeal 

December 2020. 
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 That was the year that was Cont’d—Fortunately we were still able to support the Dartford Toy Appeal, 
as in previous years, we were still able to bring a smile to the faces of our younger community 
members. This has been a challenging year for us all, we assisted by providing shopping vouchers for 
food for families who need the most support. 

As I sit here this evening and this year comes to a close, we have this week received some wonderful 
news, one of our members has given birth to her first child, she is now the proud mother of a delightful 
little baby girl.  

Looking ahead, at our first business meeting in January 2021, I hope to induct a new member, which in a 
very challenging year I think is a great positive for the entire club. 

Without mentioning any names or singling out individual members, I consider myself to be very 
privileged to be President of such a wonderful organisation, with amazing talented individuals whom 
each have their own way of supporting each other (and me) through each of the many challenges which 
I/we have faced in 2020. 

Going into 2021, we aim to continue our work on all levels at a time when I feel that we are now needed 

more than ever by our community.   

Tonbridge Lions Christmas Collection raised £2,264 

Tonbridge Lions Club is pleased to announce that despite being unable to 
complete all the Christmas Barrel Organ Appeal collections due to tier 4 
restrictions the sum of £2,264 
was raised.  

This year Lion Allan Mort and 
his wife Jackie assembled 100 
hampers from donated and 
purchased items which were 
delivered via local organisations 
who are in close touch with 
deserving people and families. 
We are grateful to Hilden Oaks 
Preparatory School & Nursery, 
Hugh Christie School, Tonbridge Town Team, Nev’ll Fix It and Tonbridge School for 
their contributions towards these much appreciated seasonal hampers. 

Commenting on this year’s collection, Lion Mike Fenn, Chairman of the Barrel 
Organ committee said “We are delighted in this difficult year to have collected 
£2,264 and would like to thank all those members of the public who so 
generously donated to our Christmas appeal and wish everybody a safe and 
better New Year.” 

Photo 1 – (left to right) Lion Mike Fenn, Lion President Keith Bourne, President’s 
granddaughter Jemima, Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council Mayor Cllr Jill 
Anderson and Lion Gordon Hill. 
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2020, A Year (not) to Remember 

Yes, fellow Lions, 2020, a Year to remember for all the wrong reasons.  This time last year we had 
completed a great decade of support for the people of Gomel Region in Belarus and were looking 
forward to another, with a determination to support those in need, as we have done for many years.  

Unfortunately, we were hit hard by two factors this year.  
Covid-19 and the political unrest in Belarus.  

The City of Gomel is the second largest City in Belarus and 
not surprisingly, there were demonstrations similar to those we 
all saw on TV, but I am pleased to say that the members of 
Gomel Lions Club did not get involved and the situation now 
appears to be calm. 

The Covid-19 effect, however was felt not only by our 
supporting clubs in 105SE but by Gomel Lions Club as well.  Fundraising for clubs in 105SE 
became difficult, if not impossible and quite understandably they were unable to support us as they 
have so generously done in the past, with any funds they have, being vital for community service 
locally.  

Likewise, Gomel Lions Club which serves the whole Gomel Region was affected by the pandemic 
with many of their senior members self-isolating and working from home.  Fortunately, whilst they 
have a core of senior members, of pensionable age, they also have some very talented, keen and 
active younger members who continue to support their community with gifts and parties for the 
children in need, in families, in schools and orphanages and in the children’s hospital and for the 
elderly in care homes.  They also have great support from students and young person’s 
organisations and have talked of trying to form a Leo Club.   

What they are short of is money, to be able to buy gifts and that is where the Lions Belarus Trust 
has helped in the past with goods on our annual shoebox lorry and small amounts of money 
annually, which they use to great effect, from time to time.  

As a consequence of Covid-19 travel restrictions trustees were unable to make their annual visit in 
2020, to view projects in which we are, or have been, involved, but I did have the opportunity to 
converse with them by video link at a Zone meeting, which was great.   

Please support our current projects   

1.Ulukovje Orphanage Unfortunately their roof is leaking badly and in need of urgent repair. The 
total cost of the work was quoted at €17,900 but can be tackled in stages.   We are part of the way 
to that amount. 

2. Gomel Region Secondary School for Blind Children.   Supply of training equipment for a 
boarding school for blind and partially sighted secondary school children to become useful and 
confident young citizens.  The total costing for all items is in the order of €10,725 for a total of 10 
items ranging from a white stick to an electronic braille typewriter at €4,189.  Several small items 
could now be bought.                      

For full details please see our separate appeals leaflet, which I can email to you, or 
you can find on our website and please donate to the Lions Belarus Trust so that 
Trustees can make best use of the funds as urgent projects arise.  

                                                               Chris Iles – Chairman.  Lions Belarus Trust 

LIONS BELARUS TRUST DISTRICT 105SE  

Registered Charity No. 1112811  

BELARUS PROJECTS  

NEWS No 16. January 202  
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Cranleigh & District 

Lions Club 

“Santa’s Super Shave” 

Sponsor Cranleigh Lions Santa 

To Shave Off his Beard on New Year’s Day  

 

If we can raise enough money, Lion Paul has agreed 

to shave off his beard as soon as Covid rules allow. 

 

To Sponsor go to www.cranleighLions.org 

 

click on 

“Donate Online Now” 

This will be a “Covid safe” shaving by a “cut throat razor” 

at a local Barbers as soon as Tier restrictions allow. 

Details will be announced online as soon as possible.   
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RAY BEESON CRANLEIGH & DISTRICT 

DAVE COLDMAN ROTTINGDEAN & SALTDEAN 

PETER COLEY GUILDFORD 

GRAHAM PAY FOLKESTONE 

WILLIAM STEVENS GRAVESEND 

LUC DINNEWETH 103 IDF FRANCE 

TO HIGHER SERVICE  

Lion Ray Beeson  d. 13/12/2020 

 
Cranleigh Charter Member Lion Ray Beeson has died and the 

thoughts of Cranleigh Lions are with his wife Brenda – a 

stalwart at the heart of Cranleigh Lion Tamers - and their 

daughters, who have been looking after their parents for 

some time now. 

Ray had been suffering from a terminal illness for some while 

and had been in some discomfort and unable to do all that he 

loved. 

Ray was one of the Charter Members of the Club. He was 

born in June 1935 and his date of joining Lions was at the 

formation (Charter) in October 1974. Many of the others at 

that time were the original Bonfire Boys (see photo) who had 

a long history of building the village bonfire amongst other 

good works for the village. 

Some of the newer club recruits will not have had the 

pleasure of meeting Ray; his poor health had kept him from 

club meetings for some time. Ray was often, with his 

trademark dry humour,  “explicit” in his desire for meetings to 

cut the X£$&%@! waffle. Never a man to mince words when 

the direct approach would suffice when he wanted to express 

accurately for his feelings and opinions!  

Ray left a lasting impression on those who had the pleasure of 

knowing him and seeing just how hard he would work for this 

club and community. Obstacles were to be overcome, not 

worried about. We will all remember him, arriving on the 

Common with a tractor and trailer loaded way too high with 

bonfire building material! 

Cont’d 
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LION DAVE COLDMAN 

Rottingdean and Saltdean Lions Club is very sad to announce the death of Lion Dave Coldman. 
Dave had been a Lion for 15 years and was legendary within the club for his ability to sell so 
many tickets for our summer draw. He was also an enthusiastic bucket collector for our annual 
Christmas Highway Robbery and other collections plus one of our most successful salesmen for 
sponsors for our summer events programme. 
Watching him at all these was an education for 
us all as he charmed money from people. He 
also didn’t forget the Lions motto either and 
helped arrange coach outings for our local senior 
citizens. In addition to his Lions activities, 
Brighton and Hove Albion has lost one of their 
most ardent and avid supporters. He was a 
cheerful Lion with a great sense of humour and 
an infectious smile. He will be sorely missed by 
us all and our thoughts are with his wife Betty.  

LIONS PETER COLEY  

Guildford Lions Club is sad to report the death of Peter Coley after a 
long struggle with cancer. 

He was a member of Lions for 21 years and was involved in all aspects 
of fundraising.  He was a strong supporter of welfare and was 
instrumental in the organisation and collection from supermarkets to 
provide Christmas parcels to the elderly and those in need in Guildford. 

Peter was a lovely, gentle man of whom it could be said that no one 
could have a harsh word to say about him. 

He will be sorely missed. 

He had been a train driver back when they were real – steam and smoke! He worked as 

assistant station manager at Guildford or Woking after Cranleigh station was closed by 

Beeching cuts in the 1960’s. 

He then became head groundsman at Cranleigh Showground and was instrumental in 

obtaining the use of it for the Lions Carnival, car boot sales, Classic Car Show and Easter Egg 

Hunt. He knew, personally, all the ‘movers and shakers ‘ around these parts, including Tommy 

Benson of Benson’s Fair. 

He also had what amounted to a semi-professional plant nursery in his back garden and many 

of us benefited from his seedlings!  

His fellow Lions and the community will miss him. Ray was a real ‘character’, the like of whom 

we are unlikely to see again 



 

20 

LUC DINNEWETH 1959- 2021 

It is with great sadness that the District received news of the death of Luc Dinneweth, husband of 
PCC Sylvie Dinneweth, a great friend to many in 105SE and a very welcome visitor to many of our 
events and Conventions. Luc was of Belgian descent and ran the family farm close to Paris. In recent 
years and following his marriage to Sylvie 
fourteen years ago, he and Sylvie diversified 
the business; opening a very successful 
wedding and events venue at the farm and 
also developing a Bed and Breakfast.  

Luc had been a member of Round Table and 
an active member of Lions for over 20 years; 
his business interests often meant he could 
not travel to Lions events abroad, but he 
was invaluable and undaunting in his 
support to Sylvie during her year as Council 
Chairman of MD103 (France) (2018-2019). 

Luc was humble and discreet with regard to 
his charitable work,  he was extremely generous of his time and renowned throughout the local 
neighbourhood for his kindness and community spirit. He fought a long and brave battle for many 
years and succumbed early in the new year with Sylvie and his family at his side. Luc was a husband, 
son and brother who will be sorely missed. 

Sylvie has, for many years been a regular visitor to our conventions as she was the long time 
International Relations Officer for her district. Members / Clubs who may wish to recognise this 
friendship can – if they wish – donate to the charity that was very close to Luc’s heart. He was a long 
timepassionate force against paediatric cancer (now one of the International Associations major 
projects). Details of how donations can be made are on Page 21 

DG Ian sent a card to Sylvie expressing the condolences and sympathy of all her friends in 105SE .   
RW 

On Wednesday 20th January 2021 at 7.30 pm local historian and writer David Rose will be giving 
another of his illustrated talks ‘Guildford in the 1950s and 60s’, via Zoom, as a charity fundraising 
event for Guildford Lions Club to support our local community. Access to the Zoom link is just £5. 

Like other charities, we cannot run our usual fundraising events, so we are seeking other fun ways 
to provide some entertainment whilst raising a few pounds to support local people in need. 

The talk will feature photographs from David's collection of Guildford street scenes - its shops, 
businesses and transport including steam trains and buses. Social gatherings and events such as 
the celebrations for the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 will also be featured, and 
entertainment at Guildford's cinemas and the live music scene - rock 'n' roll, youth culture and 
much more ... 

Following the talk there will be time for questions and comments. 

To register please reply to guildfordlions@btinternet.com 



 

21 

Last month we published the article below from Lion Tony Oliver who runs the ROAR project in Cranleigh and District Lions. 

Repeating the article this month leads in to the images of the projects and the video links provided by DO David Skinner who 

oversees the project in 105SE 

Below are images of the three finalist with the winning entry from Wonersh and Shamley Green Primary School to the left. 

Article for Newsletter 

From the previous issue 

Our illustrious editor has asked me to write an article about the ROAR final and the winners, I assume because we have provided the 

winners for the last 2 years. Last year Surrey Hills primary school won the final (South) and this year it was Wonersh and Shamley 

Green primary school who won. Both are small village schools that are in our patch, each within a few miles of Cranleigh. 

This year we had 3 schools entering at the start of the year and then as Covid took hold, two of them decided they were unable to con-

tinue because of the Covid restrictions and that just left Wonersh and Shamley Green. If you have not seen the winner’s video, then I 

recommend that you have a look at it if you get the chance. I found it very impressive and the responsible teacher has assured me it was 

all their own work.  

One of the good things about using Zoom for the final was that the teachers and the pupils could watch it, whereas often the teachers 

are too busy to get to the final and they have to rely on parents going. Everyone at the school was very excited about winning. 

Is there a secret to our success? I wish I knew. The only clue that that I have comes from the visit that I and a fellow Lion Rob Flacks, 

try to make to each of our ROAR schools during the ROAR season. We are always impressed by the breadth and depth of knowledge 

that the pupils have of current major issues for people and our planet. However, that is probably true of most primary schools. 

So roll on ROAR21, when hopefully we will be back with 3 schools and going for a hat trick 

Tony Oliver, Cranleigh and District Lions 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLMFFwVPw6WiXQWqD1yVPkPDs3vV7ywJWa 

https://vimeo.com/492420046 

Please find below the 2 links for the YouTube playlist and also the Finals Vimeo 

The password for the vimeo is ROAR092020  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLMFFwVPw6WiXQWqD1yVPkPDs3vV7ywJWa&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9d0f5c8084ce42e8092108d8a33fae03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637438841178098443%7CUnkno
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLMFFwVPw6WiXQWqD1yVPkPDs3vV7ywJWa&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9d0f5c8084ce42e8092108d8a33fae03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637438841178098443%7CUnkno
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F492420046&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9d0f5c8084ce42e8092108d8a33fae03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637438841178118434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
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It’s how all great ideas start “Wouldn’t it be fun 

if…………..” That’s how Birchington Advent 

Calendar Trail started as an idea by local resident 

Emily. It’s such a good idea and children are going to 

love it, visiting a different “window”. But shouldn’t we 

make it a fundraiser? Thanet Lions Club became the 

beneficiary. 

Laid back homeowners began stressing about 

challenging problems.  “Do the lights still work” “Will 

it rain?” “How can we engage the children?” 

Yes, the lights did still work – Father Christmas’s 

sleigh did still fly across the rooftops. Yes it did rain 

but it didn’t dampen the spirits. Mince pies, sweets, 

gifts and competitions held the interest of the 

youngsters who had to find a letter at each window 

to make up the sentence “Santa Claus is coming to 

town”, 24 letters. 

The bears of Queens Avenue, the toy soldiers, the 
train and guess how many Father Christmas in the 
window were just the themes in four of the windows. From collecting boxes and donations via 
our website Thanet Lions will receive some £500 for this fabulous idea. We will be recognising 
Emily with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

LUC DINNEWETH —CHILDREN’S CANCER APPEAL  

You will have read the sad news of Luc’s death. We asked PCC Sylvie 

whether the members and clubs who wished to honour his memory could 

make a donation to a charity that Luc supported. Sylvie suggested a local 

CHILDREN'S CANCER Charity and she was sure that this was the perfect 

opportunity to support both a Lions Key Project and to remember Luc. 

Donations can be made to Account No 53560872 Sort-code 20-17-92 Barclays Bank Canterbury 

Lions Giving 105SE FDN—REF LUC DINNEWETH 

District Charities Treasurer PDG Tom Berry will then collate the payments and details and make one International 

payment to the charity. Sylvie has a  been a stalwart supporter of the many projects that 105SE have 

completed; the Belarus Projects, including the shoebox project—when for several years she and her 103IDF 

Lions drove to the UK with trucks full of goods for the appeal. Perhaps we can return the support?  RW 



 

23 

FOR THE RECORD 
As at the end of December 2020 

District 105SE had 1216(1260) members in 59 (60) active Lions Clubs 

New Members Year to date  

+27 

Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service)  

– 83 

OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS 

CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 10 (7) 

CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 25 (27) 

CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 18  (20) 

CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS – 2 (2) 

CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4 (4) 

 

Last month’s figures in brackets 

At these most unusual times it is imperative that we keep in touch with 
all the members of our Clubs. 

Zoom meetings are not enough as so many of our Lions members 
cannot or do not want to join them. 

Therefore I ask that someone in every Club is made responsible for 
contacting all members to make sure that they are ok or in need of help. 

Make sure that friends of Lions , widows and widowers of Lions are 
included .Please keep yourself safe and keep caring for those around 
you. 

PCC Jacquie Prebble 

District Welfare Officer 

If any Club considers that they are at the vanguard of MEMBER 

WELFARE please share  your thoughts, ideas and articles via the pages 

of SE NEWS. Send to PCC Jacquie at lionjacquieprebble@yahoo.co.uk 
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IAN FORBES - DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

DATE TYPE OF MTG NOTES 

15/01/2021 Convention Meeting ZOOM 

20/01/2021 1B Zone Meeting ZOOM 

24/01/2021 Council of Governors ZOOM 

25/01/2021 3C Zone Meeting ZOOM 

02/02/2021 Woking Business Meeting ZOOM 

05/02/2021 Cabinet Meeting    ZOOM 

06/02/2021 SE Convention ZOOM 

08/02/2021 Selsey & District Business Meeting ZOOM 

09/02/2021 Hythe & Romney Marsh Business Meeting ZOOM 

10/02/2021 4B Zone Meeting ZOOM 

15/02/2021 Burgess Hill Business Meeting ZOOM  

STEVE COE - 1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

16/01/2021 DG Training ZOOM 

30/01/2021 Council of Governors ZOOM 

31/01/2021 Council of Governors       Zoom ZOOM 

 06/02/2021 105 SE Convention   ZOOM  

2nd VDG Rizvi Rawoof 

02/02/2021 MD 2nd VDG meeting 

25/02/2021 Zone 3C meeting 

01/02/2021 Club Gillingham L C 

05/02/2021 DGT Cabinet meeting 

06/02/2021 DGT District Convention 

09/02/2021 Twinning SE/Germany/France 

Please send your articles to me at 

senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk. 

Please read the guidelines on 

Page 2. STAY SAFE. RW 


