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Alone we can do so little -Together we can do much

There’s COVID
There’s a CRISIS
BUT -stay calm – don’t panic

THERE ARE CRANLEIGH
LIONS CLASSIC CARS
Cranleigh Classic Car show was not only a highlight in the year for many residents in the village
it was a source of considerable income for the Club and, was simply a great event! Cars and
their proud owners came from near and far and the crowds flooded in.
This year, the show planned for mid-August was an early victim of the Clubs Corona Crisis
planning. Along with Carnival – another good fundraiser – it was quickly obvious that the simple
logistics made the show a risk not worth taking. Some cars were already booked, as were stalls
and the plans for this wonderful event were well underway. So this premier event was cancelled
– and then a member has a bright idea.
“We might not be able to have a 1000+ cars in the show ground and thousands of people enjoying
the event but why not showcase a few cars on our drives and ask people to walk around the
village; social distancing can be observed, the Club will get some PR and.. well let’s see”
The event on Sunday September 6th saw over 60 cars on drives in the village – many villagers
enjoyed an impromptu parade of cars through the village and the buckets were filled – the event
raised over £4000 but – perhaps more importantly – the event kept the classic, classic car show
in the minds of the village and, hopefully, the crowds will return next year. A thought we all share
for sure.

In this issue

_ as Ed’ I have few privileges, so I make no apologies for putting

Cranleigh Lions (where I am a member) on the front page. This has been a busy month as along
with the “car show”, the Club started a market stall and – very poignantly – dedicated a bench
in the village to remember the great and late Tony Paris. Tony was a long serving Lion who
passed to higher service on New Years Eve 2018. Tony was instrumental in having the club
finance a bench in the children’s cemetery so for a bench to be placed on Cranleigh Common
– where the Cranleigh Lions Carnival is held – seems so appropriate. The installation and
dedication has been delayed due to Covid restrictions. More on Page 3.
Cranleigh is just one of many Clubs that continue to adapt during the Covid Crisis and the
pages this issue reflects the work across 105SE as the Clubs continue to serve their
communities.
How to continue to serve was the subject of much discussion at the 111MN Convention held
this month. There is a report from Germany and an article from our French friends on what
they are up to across “the channel”. Interestingly, the German Convention was held live and online and with but a few technical hitches it was certainly an example of what can be done.

SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)

Editor PCC Rod Weale
Contributions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially represent the
policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105 (British Isles).
CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES
Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send individual images,
numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there is info’ on the image(s).
Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing too much but
do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN HEADERS OR FOOTERS AND
CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! PLEASE DO NOT SEND PDF FILES.
IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you sent to the local
newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to local landmarks that will possibly
mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village Park or the Memorial Gardens is better than
“where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the article in the third / fifth person – unless quoting people.
I.e. Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention the member by
name where possible.
Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not your members. “The
Club will” rather than “we will”.
Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference. Please also consider
official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.
HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !
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MD111 have been selling Lions branded masks for some months!
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Lion Tony Paris was a member of Cranleigh Lions
for 37 years, he served on Cabinet as Zone and
Region Chairman and was a familiar face at
Convention for many a year. Here his long-time
friend PDG Paul Withers reflects on Tony’s
contribution to Lions and to his community.

Tony and Kathy’s sons (rear row) join Rector Roy Woodhams
(far right) Kathy and long-time friend of Tony, Brian Burt.
Oscar the lab’ did not count in the “6”.

My friend Tony Paris was very much a Lions Lion. Not slow to come forward with word or deed he
was an active and dedicated member even as his health began to deteriorate; serving as Chairman
of the Welfare & Community Services Committee and looking ahead to getting involved with the
Bonfire Committee for 2019.
Tony, who joined the Cranleigh Lions in 1972, was the Club President 3 times, in 1997-98, 2007-08
& 2014-15. As well as being the Club President, Tony had served as Club Treasurer, Club Secretary
& as the Bonfire Committee Chairman for several years. Additionally, he had served on the 105SE
District Cabinet as Zone Chairman & then as Region Chairman.
His services to the Community were recognised by the International Association of Lions Clubs with
the award of a Melvin Jones Fellowship. The MJF, of which he was so proud, was presented to Tony
at a Club Community Presentation Evening held at Cranleigh School in February 2017.
I know that Tony had a positive impact on the lives of very many people. He was immensely proud
to have continued to work on his computer from his sick bed at home to the benefit of the Lions &
our community right up to his last Christmas, which he enjoyed with all his family. Tony passed to
higher service on New Year’s Eve 2018.
Cranleigh Lions decided to remember and recognise Tony by installing a bench on The Common,
where the Club organises Carnival every year (except this year!)
Kathy & 3 sons, Ian, Stewart & Philip & his grandchildren were rightly proud of him and at the
dedication service on Sunday 27th September (see photo above) was an emotional event. It was
amazing to see just how many of Tony’s fellow Lions were passing by, just in time and to abide by
the 6 rule, to see Cranleigh Rector Roy Woodhams dedicate the bench. Roy, too, spoke of Tony’s
willingness to serve and reflected on the life of a Lions Lion. PW
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District Governor Ian Forbes
In the September newsletter I wrote ‘let’s hope we see
things easing on the Covid19 front …’ never believing we
would find ourselves with a further spike with vast swathes
of the country in lock-down with bulletins being issued on a
daily basis. Thankfully it has not hit us yet – it is vital that
we and our loved ones remain safe and follow the
Government guidelines, however hard they may be.
I know that all of you, like me, were all looking forward to
meeting again in a face-to-face situation, as well as all preparing for your Autumn
and Christmas fund raising activities which, unfortunately, have had to be shelved
but that is not to say Clubs cannot look for new ideas for fund raising, i.e. silent
auctions, ‘Just Giving Websites’, Quizzes via Zoom, to name but a few. I feel sure
you will all have your own ideas and would like to suggest you share those ideas
amongst your Zones and / or the District as a whole. We have to be appreciative
of having tools, such as Zoom, to make regular contact with all our members,
where possible. Those members who do not have access to Zoom please
continue to make contact with them – a phone call makes all the difference without
feeling isolated.
The ‘Smartie Campaign’ is being worked on with us hoping to secure some form
of sponsorship to support this ‘new member project’ as well as fund raising for
Libra, so ‘watch this space’.
Lion David Sluys is working earnestly on the Charity Golf Day taking place next
year with the deposit having been paid – to all Lion golfers: please keep your eyes
open for further information to ensure you all participate! With Lion David being
a fairly new Lion, he has been extremely grateful for all the support he has
received.
I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating Brighton Lions Club for their
70 years of service with a Certificate of Appreciation, signed by the Countess of
Wessex, being presented to Lion Lisa shortly. Lion Derek Taylor of Haywards
Heath celebrated 50 years of service with Derek having been sent his Certificate
of Appreciation. What milestones to have been achieved – thank you.
Three new members have been inducted which is great news so, please, keep
remaining positive and, yes, we will reach our goals.
Lion Don James of East Grinstead has gone to Higher Service after just completing
over 50 years of service. Lion Les Neaves of Canterbury has also gone to Higher
Service who, like Lion Don James, had completed 50 years of service. Our
thoughts are with their families at this time.
Thank you to each and every one of you for all your hard work, commitment and
enthusiasm you give to 105 SE which certainly doesn’t go unnoticed. Keep up the
good work and STAY SAFE.
Looking forward to seeing many of you, via Zoom, at Cabinet No 2 on Sunday, 11th
October.
DG Lion Ian
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Lions were out in force at the recent Vintage Swing Festival with their Covid
secure displays.
The Club had organised a number of FUNdraising activities. Members had
produced a range of original arts and crafts including: artwork, wooden garden
sculptures, footstools, coat racks, cushions, lavender bags, boats from drift
wood,
garnered
flower
seeds, and lights in bottles.
Other attractions were a very
popular Dog photo booth (see
next page), Ringo Flamingo
and Pick a Duck games. In
addition a flock of roosting
flamingos promoted "You've
been Flamingoed", which has
proved to be hugely popular
as a surprise for any
occasion.
A photo display of Club
activities and social events
helped promote the Club to
potential new members. In
support of the event,
members also took on the
task of setting up the car
park and managing the car
parking over the weekend.
The organiser, Rob Jones,
commented "After a long
period of inactivity, it was great that this Covid-compliant event was arranged,
and it was good to be part of it. We met a lot of people who were interested in
both our stalls and the Lions in general. It was lovely seeing so many people
enjoying themselves, whilst keeping safe at the same time."
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SAY ‘WOOF!!’

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY
18TH 19TH SEPTEMBER
2020

A GREAT DAY OUT FOR
THE FAMILY AND
THEIR DOGS.

WITH

BEXHIILL LIONS CLUB

FIRST DOG PHOTO BOOTH
At the Vintage fair festival:

“CHIP” & “PHILIP”
Lapping up the fun

Come and join us for a great experience and Fun time
-See you there!
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A FEW WORDS FROM VDG STEVE COE
After the handover in David Butler’s lovely garden last July, my online visits
to clubs in the District are continuing and I am delighted that I was able to
attend an online business meeting recently when a new member was
inducted. Other clubs which I have visited recently both online and face-toface are reporting that potential new members are also expressing interest
in joining their clubs as well. This is great news and just goes to show that we will not be beaten by this
dreadful virus even though meetings and events may not be taking the form that we have been used to
previously. Some clubs are meeting in a member’s garden, others have decided to meet in their usual
surroundings with social distancing. A small number of clubs have decided not to meet at all during this
period, but they are keeping in contact with each other and help their fellow members should they
require assistance.
On 26th September a few of us attended the online convention of our twinned District 111MN in
Germany. Their convention took place in a meeting hall and was also broadcast online as well. AnneMarie kindly translated the proceedings into English. I had never attended their convention before and
it was interesting to note the similarities and differences between our two conventions.
As always, please keep safe and well at this difficult time.

CROWBOROUGH LIONS SUPPORT LOCAL STUDENT
Recently, Rebecca Lindsay, PhD student at the University of Reading and
Crowborough Resident approached Crowborough and District Lions Club (CIO)
for support with her course thesis.
We were delighted to support this very capable student
and the result of our sponsorship is as follows:
Rebecca Lindsay PhD student at the University of Reading and
Crowborough Resident
With the support of the Crowborough Lions, I was able to go to Canada
to present my paper on ‘The Real and the Ideological Child’ at the
International Research Society for Children’s Literature Congress in
2017. This is the world’s largest children’s literature conference and
was such an incredible experience as a first year PhD student. I could
not have done it without your grant so thank you so much! I have now
submitted my thesis, ‘Psychoanalytic Readings of Language, the
Unconscious, and the Desire for the Object’, which looks at various
critical theories, literature and psychoanalysis. I have included a special
thanks to Crowborough Lions in my thesis acknowledgements page for
your generous support.
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A New Way of Doing Things
In these troubled times, we are all having to adapt. We have to try new things, and to find new ways of
working in order to meet our purposes as Lions. Most of us are getting used to meeting online, rather
than face-to-face, to carrying out community service remotely, and to developing virtual events to raise
funds. And of course, we have our social events online, with quizzes, supper meetings, etc., all in our
own homes, but connecting via the internet.
But why not take this a stage further? If we
wish to develop our Lions service and
fellowship together with like-minded
individuals with whom meeting face-to-face
is always difficult, why not? This can be
because of geography, lifestyle, or other
factors – or just for preference, as it often
might be with our younger enthusiasts.
On Saturday 26 September, I had the great
pleasure to attend the Charter Presentation
event of the Central West British Isles 2020
Virtual Lions Club. This Club is a group of 24
individuals whose homes are well spread
out, mainly across District 105CW
(principally West Midlands and South
Wales), but with some further afield. They
have dedicated themselves to working
together as Lions, and will do so in major
part by connecting online, through Zoom
meetings, email, social media etc.
The Charter Presentation was, of course, by
Zoom. We ate a three-course meal together
(each from our own kitchens, of course),
had good speeches and entertainment, the
Charter was presented, and the new
members were sworn in virtually. It really
was a sparkling event. It was entirely suitable for the intended mode of operation of the new club, and
in any case, I would say that it was the best it could be during these difficult conditions.
I am sure we all wish the new club every success with their aims and objectives in community service
within the world of Lions. I for one will be more than interested to hear how they get on with developing
their activities of all kinds in their chosen virtual environment.
If you would like to know more about how to conduct all or any of your Club business or social activities
online, please do not hesitate to contact me on lionhowardlee@sky.com or 07802 629989.
Howard Lee
District Membership Team Leader
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Although Lockdown has meant East Grinstead Lions have had to cancel or put some of their
planned events on hold, this has not stopped them helping those in need in the local
community.
In June they launched their ‘COVID-19 Dream Scheme’. A special sum of money was made
available to which individuals, clubs and organisations could apply for urgent funds for a
project or particular need but were unable to raise funds for themselves at this time. The Lions
have been delighted to support the following applicants.
Bloomin’ Arts, a Lingfield charity, work with disabled adults helping them to develop their skills
through the arts. They are now able to purchase 60 Mail Art kits to enable their students to
feel less isolated and keep connected whilst the centre is temporarily closed.
Ashurst Wood Primary School have been developing a sensory room to support their pupils
with autism, anxiety and attachment issues. Donated monies will enable them to purchase the
items needed so the room is up and running for their children to use in September.
The Jubilee Centre has not been able to hold their usual youth sessions so they are creating a
mini studio to enable them to have live interaction with the many young people they support.
Money donated will go someway towards the purchase of a camera and back drop. The youths
will then be able to interact with each other and continue to build friendships.
A donation was also given to Sullivan’s Heroes, a charity which assists families who require
essential home adaptations in order to care for a child who is disabled or has a significant
medical condition. The grant received will help them continue to give these families the
support they so desperately need.
East Grinstead Meads Football Club, who run 29 teams, will be using their donation to help buy
sanitising equipment and to use towards funding for their volunteer coaches first aid
qualifications. This will ensure all sessions are safe for players to attend.
A donation will go some way to help the EG and District Association for Mental Health continue
to provide hardship grants for those in need. They hope to resume their music, conservation
and creative sessions to aid well-being in the not too distant future.
Baldwin’s Hill School are thrilled with the six new, urgently needed, laptops provided by the
Dream Scheme. These will support and enhance their pupils learning across the curriculum.
Halsford Park School are in the process of improving their Playground areas. A ‘Star Stage’ can
now be purchased to help them with this project. The stage will encourage their pupils to be
creative, gain confidence and build friendships whilst having lots of fun.
Our final grant from the Dream Scheme was made to the local support group of the Sussex
Ehlers Danlos Syndrome charity - a group which supports those with fragile skin and joint
conditions. This will help them with ongoing costs in supporting the organisation of technology
for their members.
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Garden Planter sales now top 100 and raise
£2000 for Haywards Heath Lions
The July S.E. NEWS reported that a busy Haywards Heath club member had made over 50
garden planters for sale locally to family, friends and neighbours and £1000 had been
raised for club funds. Production has continued and over 100 have now been made raising
over £2000 for club funds. Club President Richard Johnson said that thanks to the initiative
and effort of our very modest member (no name or picture available!) the club will be
able to continue its tradition of help for vulnerable families through the coming months
with food bank donations and Christmas gift vouchers.
If you would like to order a planter, plain, painted or fully planted, contact the Haywards
Heath club secretary. Colin Brunt c.brunt@btinternet.com
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LIBRA – Fundraising Online
LIBRA Trustees recently held a Zoom meeting to
discuss current and future activities. Despite
restrictions due to Covid-19 LIBRA has received
generous donations from Lions Clubs over recent
months, along with donations from King’s patients and other supporters. LIBRA is now close to
reaching 50% of the £300,000 target for its Going for Gold Campaign! However, there is still a
long way to go and we need your help.
To ensure supporters “keep safe during Covid-19 but do not feel isolated”, LIBRA has come up
with some suggested online fundraising activities. You might like to coordinate an event via a
platform such as Zoom. Simply create your own Virgin Money Giving fundraising page in aid of
LIBRA here http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charities/libralionscharity and ask any participants
to make a suggested donation.
Virtual Quiz – Plan an online quiz and invite your friends to join in the fun. Create questions
around topics such as music, film and TV, nature, and sport.
Virtual Bingo - Decide how to host your event - there are plenty of virtual bingo hosting
platforms so have a look into them and see which one works best for you. Alternatively, you can
do it the classic way and email your attendees their bingo cards and call the numbers yourself!
Online gig - If you have a musical talent, take it online to create a virtual gig. Listening to live
music is also a great way for others to relax and feel connected.
Virtual book club - Take your book club online or set up your own online book club. Donate the
money that you would have spent on drinks and snacks to LIBRA.
– If a virtual event isn’t for you, simply support
LIBRA every time you shop on Amazon.co.uk. In
September, LIBRA became one of the registered
charities for AmazonSmile, the charity arm of
Amazon.co.uk. By registering with Amazon
Smile, you can donate 0.5% of all your
purchases made through the site to LIBRA.
AmazonSmile is an easy and automatic way for you to support LIBRA every time you shop, at
no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.co.uk on your web browser and can
be activated in the Amazon Shopping App for iOS and Android phones.
Please visit LIBRA’s official Amazon
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/276685-0

Smile

account

to

find

out

more

at

Together we can beat blood cancers and blood disorders. If you would like to find out more
about LIBRA and how you can provide support, please email info@libralionscharity.org
www.libralionscharity.org
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DIARIES OF THE DGT: AUGUST 2020

Date
1
5
5
8
11
14
19
21
22
24

DISTRICT GOVERNOR IAN
Meeting
DGT
CLUB
CLUB
WORLD SIGHT DAY
CABINET NO 2
ZONE MEETING 3B
ZONE MEETING 2B
CLUB
FORWARD PLANNING
COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS MEETING

Notes

MEDWAY BRANCH CLUB DEVELOPMENT
HAYWARDS HEATH LC
EAST GRINSTEAD LC
ON-LINE
ON-LINE
ON-LINE
BRIGHTON LIONS LC
ON-LINE
ON-LINE

VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR STEVE
3
5
8
11
19
22
24

EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM
CLUB
CLUB
CABINET 2
CLUB
FORWARD PLANNING
COUNCIL

ON-LINE
LANCING AND SOMPTING LC
CHANCTONBURY LC
ON-LINE
BURGESS HILL LC
ON-LINE
ON-LINE

SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR RIZVI
1
3
4
5
7
11
12
13
14
15
22
26
27

DGT
EUROPEAN SYMPOSIUM
ZONE
CLUB
MD
CABINET 2
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
FORWARD PLANNING
CLUB
ZONE MEETING 1C

MEDWAY BRANCH CLUB DEVELOPMENT
ON-LINE
ZONE 3A
GILLINGHAM LC
2nd VDG
ON-LINE
TONBRIDGE LC
CROWBOROUGH LC
UCKFIELD DISTRICT LC
WHITSTABLE & HERNE BAY LC
ON-LINE
THANET LC
ON-LINE

SECRETARIES – YOUR ASSISTANCE PLEASE
You will be aware that the SE NEWS should be sent – by email – to
every Lion. I am concerned that either the email might be going to
SPAM or our records remain incomplete. Could you, after you open
this edition and read this, email your Club members to ensure that
they have received the email and the link. Any problems, omissions,
errors please let me know. Thanks RW
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TO HIGHER SERVICE
Canterbury Lions are sad to report the passing to higher service
of two members
LION TONY BETHNALL

Lion Tony had been a member
of Canterbury Lions Club for
32 years. During that time he
held a number of positions
within the club. He served as
President three times and was
a Zone Chairman and Region
Chairman.

LION LES NEAVES

Les was the longest serving member of Canterbury Lions Club and
would have completed 50 years of service next month. Although
not as active over the last few years Les continued to attend
meetings until Covid19 forced us to suspend our activities.
In his own quiet way Les still contributed much to the club and was
a source of knowledge to other members.
We will miss him. Our thoughts are with Phyllis and family.

Obituaries should be sent to PCC Jacquie Prebble
lionjacquieprebble@yahoo.co.uk
the Club is invited to include a photo’ if they so wish.
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News from our friends in 111MN – THE LIONS ON 111MN celebrated their
autumn convention late September, the Ed’ was present as were over 40
Lions who attended in person and a further 60+ who joined the event by
GoToMeeting
DG Jürgen Waterstradt presided over an agenda that included the formalities of budgets, reports
from committees as well as the election of the DG for the coming year. VDG Roswitha Hahn
who has attended a number of 105SE Conventions was elected to serve as District Governor
2021-2022.
In the Convention venue the delegates were very disciplined, wearing masks whilst “out of their
seats” and whilst in reception. The roaming mic’ was sealed in plastic (see photo) and sanitised
after each use. Screens were available for delegates to see those taking part via GoTo. Those
sitting at home had been provided with voting slips when registering and remained with their
microphones and cameras off until they wished to take part. Then they
were able to attract the attention of DG Jurgen by simply switching their
camera on. DG Ian, IRO Phil Robinson and SAA Jackie Robinson joined
on GoTo whilst SE News Ed’ attended in person to support the DGE.
(see PAGE 18 – for a message from 111MN IRO Stefan)

Covered and sterilised microphone, desks a given distance
apart and attendance by GoTo – Conventions 2020 style
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WE WELCOMED THE MEMBERS LISTED BELOW DURING THE LAST
MONTH
DIANE BELFORD

GUILDFORD

MUHAMMAD KHAN

WOOLWICH AND GREENWICH

JEAN WOOD

BEXHILL on SEA

PID Kenneth Persson, who joined us at our
Convention in Guildford, joined Cranleigh Lions
monthly meeting on-line. ZOOM ensured he
was socially distancing by sitting at home in
Sweden. PID Kenneth spoke briefly towards the
end of the meeting and commented on how he
had enjoyed the meeting. FOOD FOR
THOUGHT FOR ALL CLUBS – invite a guest to
join in!!

In the early days of Covid 19 restrictions, it was soon realised that the loss of our traditional events would
have a significant and detrimental effect on funds and our ability to interreact with the local community.
A small committee was established, to look at new ways of raising funds.
A number of ideas have already been implemented including an online quiz and online auction, both of
which raised additional funds. Inspired by the success of our Sunflower site which raised over £7,000
selling plants and garden items made from recycled pallets, the committee now plan to have a stall at
the weekly Cranleigh Market. The team will be selling good quality second-hand goods plus other
Christmas present items made from pallets. The Cranleigh Men’s Shed group, sponsored by the Lions,
have also agreed to help by making suitable hand made products to be sold on the Stall.
The first Lions market will be on 1st October and we hope that the stall will allow us to raise funds but
also allow us the opportunity to raise awareness of the Lions in our local community. STOP PRESS over
£350 was raised
Photo-report next page
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Inspired by an idea from new member
Howard Barratt the stall was well stocked
and supported by Lions and the public alike

Cranleigh Lion and Wonersh
United Charities combined to
make up food parcels for
those who needed a little
extra sunshine during COVID.
With the local Church unable
to collect via the Harvest
Festival it was the local shop
that was a convenient
collection point. Staff member
Parsons gave the project the
thumbs up.
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A new feature and one that it is hoped will encourage other new
members to drop a line to SE News and tell who they are, how they
joined and what they bring to Lions and what being a Lion means
to them. If you are a Lion of less than 18 months service – why not
send your views and opinions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk,
mark your email “NEW LION”.
Hi, My name is Lee Milner.
I recently joined the Worthing Lions in August of 2019. Having known about the Lions for a while
due to living in Worthing, we often saw them around the town doing local events for local causes.
Being a self-employed photographer, my job allows me time to help others. Explaining this to
one of the members and I was kindly offered a chance to attend one of the monthly business
meetings. The first meeting was extremely welcoming. A lot of the members said hello and I was
formally introduced by the president as a guest for the evening. Lots went on through the evening
with the various chairman all playing a role and reporting in for the month on what has been
happening. A few months and a few meetings later I was invited to become a Lion. Of course, I
couldn't say no. I now find myself very involved with the
Lions.
As PR Chairman I am now using Social media to help
promote them and network them with others in the area. We
have also run a photography competition for the local
children with prizes for their schools. So I am able to bring
elements of my job into the Lions which are amazing. They
are always so open to my ideas and feel that they help me
to push myself. I also help in the shop. My old retail
management role plays a huge part in this. Working closely
with the shop manager we are able to improve the takings
for the shop. The charity is so lovely and seeing what we
raise go back to the local community is great.

Ed. Lee entered and won the 20192020 District Photographic
Competition with this entry
Electric Pier

My partner works for a special needs school, so this is important to me. I want to do my bit and
the other lions are helping me to achieve my goals. Since joining the Worthing Lions I have been
amazed by the way we all play a part in a team, helping each other and supporting one another.
A Family if you will. Even with the COVID pandemic, we are having regular zoom meetings, so
we all know one another is never far away. The future for me in the Lions I hope looks very
good. Looking forward to seeing where this road takes me, and I will do my best to keep pushing
myself to see what I can achieve for them.
Here is to the future with my newfound friends and Lions. Lee
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Dear Lions-fellows from 105SE
Special and challenging times, such as
those we are currently experiencing thanks
to Covid-19, lead to the bolstering of other
contact channels. I would like to use this
opportunity to wish you all the best, despite
the difficult circumstances, a lot of fun and
success for you and your Lions clubs
together with my personal and warmest
greetings.
Your friend Stefan Wagner
IRO 111MN

-----FOR THE RECORD
As at the end of JULY 2020
District 105SE had 1267 (1270) members in 60 active Lions Clubs
New Members Year to date
+11
Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service)
– 16

OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS
CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 8 (9)
CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 25 (24)
CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 21 (20)
CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS – 2 (2)
CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4 (4)
Last month’s figures in brackets
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Following the cancellation of our spring and summer activities, the Classic Car Show committee
came up with an idea to create something for the whole Village to enjoy whilst at the same time
raising much needed funds.
The idea was to display as many classic cars as possible on private driveways around Cranleigh
and at the end of the day hold a parade of classics along the high street.
With the support of Classic enthusiasts, owners and friends, The Cranleigh Lions “Classics on
the Drive “ was launched. An advertising leaflet and car location map was delivered to almost
every home in Cranleigh, followed by a considerable amount of social media advertising.
The event was also promoted on Stocklund square in the centre of the village the day before
with a Morgan plus 8 and MGB roadster on display. A grand draw featuring many prizes donated
by local business ran throughout with entry available on line or by cash or card.
On Sunday 6th September, over 60 classic cars were located on private driveways around
Cranleigh. The weather was excellent, and residents and visitors were encouraged to explore
the village on foot or bicycle to see the cars and partake in some refreshments along the route.
It was a great sight, to see hundreds of residents walking around the village, consulting their
maps and diving off into side roads to hunt down the cars.
At 3.45pm, all the classics on show plus a few more, gathered in the Village Way car park ready
for a parade along the high street. The crowds were amazing, with people lining both sides of
the high street to see the cars. There were a few problems filtering the classics into some
unexpected Sunday afternoon high street traffic, but everyone seemed very happy to see the
cars.
The event was a great success with many positive comments from the public which, together
with support from local sponsors, raised over £4,200. – (deserving of a 3 page report! Ed)

Lion Elwyn Howell-Davis (he of pallet fame see July Issue) with
Roary safely strapped in led the parade through the village
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Various images from the day – including above an un-named Lion
shows off two cars on his drive – neither of them his! Cranleigh Lion
Peter Baverstock (right) shows off his new bike - “borrowed from a
fellow Lion”– he later swapped to drive his classic 1970 MG
Roadster in the parade. He was joined by another Cranleigh Lion
John Tarplee in his splendid 1935 Morris 8 (series 1).
At the top various Cranleigh Lions discuss the day – and whether
they are 1.5m apart!!

- 20 -

The flyer and map for the event were sponsored by a Cranleigh resident and showed the
location of the 68 classic vehicles. Below – cars on a drive! They are obviously not road
cars. Lions at the CONTACTLESS DONATION POINT and then the de-brief. Organiser Lion
Tony Oliver talks to two drivers.
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Readers may remember the idea to publish individual Lions impressions of
their Club in a feature entitled MY CLUB. This month we travel to Australia.
Lion Sylvia Nelson, President of Croydon-Mooroolbark Lions Club
Melbourne, reports on
“My Club” and the special relationship with UCKFIELD LIONS
Uckfield Lions Club Report: Hello to all our fellow Lions of Uckfield. I feel very honoured to speak to you
all through your Newsletter and can I say it has been a joy to hear about your Club over the years and
the many projects that you are involved in. Our history goes back to 2009, a time when we here in
Australia were experiencing the most terrible Bush Fires in history, there were 159 lives lost and 1,800
homes were destroyed. This was a very sad time for us all but we were very heartened by a donation
that came from your club towards the Bush Fire Relief. It gave us all a lift, not only in our Club but across
the District also. Then our Member Graham Mackay and his wife Liz visited you when travelling and were
very warmly welcomed – a Twinning of Lions Clubs ensued. Now Globally we are all dealing with a
different disaster, one that is unseen but so very deadly, affecting many in all our Communities. We here
in Melbourne have experienced our second wave and have been in total lockdown for the past six weeks.
A curfew was imposed, and we were only allowed to go out for absolute emergencies or work and then
only within a five kilometre radius – all cafes, restaurants and retail
stores were all closed, many people have lost their jobs. So as Lions,
how do we do what we all do – Serve! We have all had to find new
and, quite frankly, scary ways in which we can communicate and
still give our Community the assistance that they need. Zoom
meetings have become the new norm and many members that
could not even contemplate doing an online meeting are
successfully ‘tuning in’ and enjoying every moment. We, like most
clubs, experience an aging membership and this will become a way
of them joining in while still in the comfort of their homes. We have
managed, despite the restrictions, to support our local Primary
School with approximately 100 food and essential hampers and also
to support an organization called The Dining Room Mission who
provide meals for the homeless and disadvantaged. Once again thank you for the opportunity to share
our Club news with you all and perhaps we can make our communication a regular thing. Take Good
Care Sylvia Nelsson (on the right in the photo) – President Croydon-Mooroolbark Lions Club Melbourne,
Australia
Ed. Check out the Club webpage https://croydon.vic.lions.org.au/
If you would like to include an article on your Club (anywhere in the world) please send to

senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
Articles from abroad that give a different view on how Clubs are coping with COVID are especially
welcome.
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Next year the twinning between 105SE and 111MN (Germany) will be 45 years old. IROs Phil Robinson and
Stefan Wagner are liaising with DGE Roswitha Hahn (who will be host DG) on the celebrations that will be held
in Germany. At the same time 111MN and 103IDF East (France) will celebrate 40 years as twinned Districts – so
the celebrations will see both twinnings celebrated. (MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW IN FORTHCOMING EDITIONS).
In the meantime, long-time friend of SE PCC Sylvie Dinneweth reports at how 111MN and her district 103 IDF
East are working together in COVID times.
“DEUTSCHE QUALITAT" or GERMAN QUALITY

A great district twinning story between 103IDF East and 111MN
While COVID-19 has put a sudden stop to the economy,
meetings or demonstrations, we have found that some Lions
have main tained relations with other European Lions. The
twinning meetings, hitherto festive and informative at the
district conventions, were summed up in a video conference,
initiated by our German twins of 111MN. Almost 40 years we
have enjoyed an exciting, invigorating twinning, thanks to the
exchange of ideas on the workings of our movement so similar
and sometimes so individual. We get so rich from our
differences! But solidarity and mutual aid always
have a place of honour. Naturally, our twins came up
with the idea of helping us by offering us 550 fabric
masks, certified, AFNOR, in two colors (grey or blue
and with sizes) to relieve the lack of equipment in
three retirement homes in our District in France.
IDF East Governor Jean-Mary Guerraud and
members of the local Lions Club attended when the masks were handed over. It was essential to create
this link and everyone promised to “meet” again soon for further joint projects. What a joy and surprise
to receive the much-needed masks when there was a shortage in France. Beautiful proof of solidarity
between our two countries!!
Clubs and districts should be encouraged to create
twinnings and inspired through the voices of
Europe. We have learned that the more we keep
quiet and the more we isolate ourselves, the harder
it will be to restart. Our German friends have taught
us to take up once more the thread of collaboration
with our paired Lions friends and mark their
empathy and friendship.
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Annually the Club pitches its marquees and serve Indian savouries and
has a sponsored walk at the Fun Day held by Mt Mascal Stables on their
ground near Joyden’s Wood. This year the Lions persisted with still
holding the fund raising walk for Prostrate Cancer Research and other
local charities, whilst other events were cancelled due to the
restrictions.
Through some great effort by the members, 24 walkers pitched in,
including many guest walkers carrying out walks of 2km, 5km and 10km
and raising a record amount of funds for the event with some very
generous contributions from Lions, the guests and their sponsors .
Team Leaders Lions Gurdial Bharj, Ranjit Deogun, Karamjit Matharu
joined Lion President Baldev Bahra in arrangements to ensure the day
was organised successfully and certainly the weather was on our side.
It was also the first time that the Lions met face-to-face since
the imposed restrictions. Gloves, masks and sanitizer aside,
at the end of the walks, everyone tucked into the Pizzas and
Cakes, providing the spirit of Lionism in fundraising whilst
enjoying each others company in doing so.
Together with funds raised from another earlier in the year
sponsored walk, the Club raised £3330 altogether, which
contributed to the presentation on 18th September to
Professor Madaan of Dareth Valley Hospital and Sally George
of Valley Hospital Charities. Both were impressed as well as
grateful of the efforts by the Club members in these restricted
time.
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THANET LIONS – LEO HELPS LIONS RECYCLE SPECTACLES
An amazing 8 year old, Leo, has
recycled over 2000 spectacles for
Thanet Lions Club. For his great
effort he received a Blue Peter
badge.
Leo takes the glasses out of the
cases, removes any broken pairs,
puts unusable bits in the waste bin,
counts specs. Into packing box and
finally seals the boxes. His
grandparents say Leo is very much
“in charge” at every stage of the
recycling.
FIREWORKS – FALL VICTIM TO COVID
A 40+ year tradition halted by Covid19. The skies over Dartford have
been lit every November by Dartford Lions Club (CIO) with their annual
Bonfire night and Fireworks display taking place. The event, held in
Dartford’s Central Park has been growing year on year since the late
1960’s, however, this year the decision has been taken to cancel the
event due to the Covid19 pandemic. Although generally this time of
year would be when Club officers would be finalising the details with
the Council, this year it was vastly different. Discussions were had with
officials from Dartford Borough Council and a decision has been taken to cancel the event for this year. The annual
Bonfire Night and Fireworks Display is the biggest fundraiser for Dartford Lions Club, this money is then used to
support local groups and families within the Dartford Borough. Up to date, on average the clubs support to other
groups is in excess of £25,000 each year. Although the fireworks night plays a vital role in raising this money, other
events include the Clubs Carousel which is often seen at local Fetes and at the Dartford Festival each year. Recently
the club have taken ‘Santa and his Sleigh’ to the streets of Dartford
bringing a smile to the faces of children and families whilst still
raising money door to door - these events either have already been
cancelled or are likely to be cancelled. Club President, Ragbhir
Sandhu said “It’s a real shame that we have had to make this
decision but given the circumstances we believe it’s the right one.
The officers at the Council worked with us at looking into various
different options to allow the event to continue, sadly every option
available resulted in the possible spread of the Covid19 pandemic.
Although we are all extremely disappointed with the decision,
everyone’s health and safety come first. A much bigger concern for us is trying to ensure that the support we offer
the local community can continue, sadly this can only be done so by asking the community to donate as much or
as little as they can to our club. We will do EVERYTHING within our power to ensure the Fireworks Display in 2021
is bigger and better”. Being an active club and prominent supporter of local groups, the club have already started
to look into alternative ways of raising money by launching their new website (www.dartfordlionsclub.org) which
will (very soon) have a Donate facility. In addition to this , the club also have some collection/donation bottles at
various outlets within Dartford. The club often say - “We are only as good as our supporters!”
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Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions Club
Teddies are the best comfort
Recently, the parents of a three-year-old boy sent a message of thanks to Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions
‘’for putting a smile on his face’’. Arthur had fallen over and fractured his left arm during the coronavirus
restrictions. They explained that when he was taken to the local minor injuries unit at Estuary View, he
was given one of the Lions’ teddy bears which gave him something else to focus on during an extremely
anxious time. Since then he has been taking the teddy with him wherever he goes and sleeps with him at night.
It all began when Jill Shaw took a tumble down a flight of stairs (back when we were holding socials!) and
was chatting to members of staff who were treating her at the unit. That was nine years ago and since
then nearly 1,000 Teddy Bears have been donated to the Accident and Emergency unit at Estuary View.
The teddies have proved invaluable in helping children to cope with the distress of being in pain or simply
being fearful of the unexpected when they find themselves in strange surroundings.
Jill wasn’t given a teddy on her visit, but she goes back about every four months with new supplies for the
children.

And finally

COGs

24

Thanet

23

Whitstable & Herne Bay

22

Midhurst

8

Chichester

6

Malling

3

Hastings

2
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Copy date October 27th – please remember to
get your Christmas Plans and events
advertised asap
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