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105SE

Alone we can do so little -Together we can do much

WONDERFUL NEWS as Clubs look to meet TOGETHER and not on-line –
Paddock Wood have sent it a photo-montage of their meeting – held outdoors and
with social distancing being observed. Events are being held outside, Clubs are
starting – albeit slowly – to look ahead to how events can be held in autumn and
across the vital Christmas Season.
The Covid Crisis has had a strange but positive effect for many Clubs as members
have had to “think outside the box” and look to hold events in a different format,
where perhaps fund-raising plays second-fiddle to the importance of maintaining
the profile of the Club in the community.
Of course on-line might well remain the norm for some time as reports of a secondwave continue to be headline news but being Lions we should be opitimistic!

A selection of photos from the first outdoors Business Meeting - held
10th August and attended by 2nd VDG Rizvi Rawoof, President Alan
Goukroger and Vice President Wendy Johnson sitting at the large (social
distancing approved) table whilst members managed to “spread out”.
Astute readers will notice that the attending VDG managed to grab the
seat near the parasol in case of rain!

And finally VDG Rizvi
(still suspiciously close to
the parasol) presented Lion
Virginia Steer with her
15year Chevron.

-1-

In this issue –
At last – at least one Club is holding face to face meetings and there is a report from Paddock
Wood. We explore MDHQ with Office Manager Lion Brigitte Green as she explains what happens
in our HQ and who does what! From Germany a report on the National Golf Tournament and an
insight into what 111MN are doing with the “New Voices” programme.
Lots of Club news and personal stories, Why I’m a Lion is joined by My Club – David Walker tells
all about Rottingdean and Saltdean LC and there are some heart-warming stories of individual
Lions being recognised by their Clubs for their service.
Just one plea – please, please try and read the guidelines below before submitting articles. Thanks
RW
SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)

Editor

PCC Rod Weale

Contributions to

senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially represent
the policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105 (British Isles).
CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES
Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send photos as individual
images, numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there is info’ on the image(s).
Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing too much
but do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN HEADERS OR FOOTERS AND
CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! Please do not embed tabs, fonts or anything else for that matter!
IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you sent to the
local newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to local landmarks that will
possibly mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village Park or the Memorial Gardens is
better than “where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the article in the third / fifth person – unless quoting
people.
I.e.
Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention the member
by name where possible.
Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not your members.
“The Club will” rather than “we will”.
Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference. Please also
consider official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.
HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !
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District Governor Ian Forbes
Having survived my 1st Cabinet Meeting, I am still here
to tell the tale! Sitting in the dining room of our home in
East Grinstead it was indeed a very lonely experience
with no one to dig me in the ribs when things went
wrong. Indeed, even Susie deliberately went out leaving
me to my own devices!
I was delighted at the number of members who attended
Cabinet, particularly to those new to Cabinet who, I am
pleased to report, rose to the challenge with asking
questions and definitely ‘not holding back’.
It is
paramount that not only Cabinet members come forward
with new ideas but also members within our District. As
I said at the beginning of my year ‘we must work
together and share ideas’ if we are to ensure District SE continues to be known as ‘the best’.
I feel l must mention Lion David Sluys who has joined Cabinet for the first time. He is arranging
a Charity Golf Day for Childhood and Brain Tumour Cancer with support required which was very
forthcoming. I know he will keep you all informed once the event gets underway.
Following on from Cabinet we entertained DG Alastair Joel and Gemma from District A with
Alastair picking my brains. His first Cabinet followed a couple of weeks later only for him to find
the experience very daunting!
Across the District I have been encouraged by the enthusiasm and optimism coming through –
there are new members wishing to join but some are reticent at being inducted via Zoom.
Hopefully, this will be resolved soon taking into consideration that some Clubs have had their first
face to face meetings.
I attended Chichester and Ashford Lions Business Meetings via Zoom as well as the Zone Meetings
for 3B and 4C, all of which were well attended.
I, together with Lion David Skinner, attended our first meeting with Hailsham Lions (photo below)
where we were joined by the Young Farmers which went extremely well. Watch this space (see
report Page 18)
I attended the Southern Summit Meeting organised
by Lion Howard Lee where delegates from SW, SC,
A and SE participated.
1st VDG Steve Coe chaired his first Forward Planning
Meeting late August. As for this coming month, let’s
hope we see things easing on the Covid19 front
enabling us all to once again meet face to face,
enjoy the social gatherings and friendship that Lions
bring to all our lives and, most importantly, being
able to reach out to our communities with arranging
the fund raising events we are known for to ensure
we can give much needed help to those in need.

Do remember to pick up the phone or drop me an email if you need any help or support on
any issues facing your Club.
Thank you all for invaluable support. Keep up the good work and, please, KEEP SAFE.
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You will all have heard the term “MDHQ” – to many Lions what goes on at our Administrative HQ
and who works there, what they do is perhaps something of a mystery.
We asked Lion Brigitte Green – the Office Manager to tell all.
Your MDHQ- Our Motto
‘We are committed to provide consistent and reliable support to our members to enable them
to SERVE more effectively”

Our MDHQ is located in Kings Heath, Birmingham. Aside from being our “nerve centre” there are
three rooms downstairs rooms, one with Disabled access, dedicated as meeting rooms and with
facilities available to all Lions.
In safer times many MD Officers hold their
team meetings at MDHQ, it is ideally located
– being close to the M40 – and with ample
parking. Catering can be arranged.
We have 4 Permanent Staff – 3 of whom are
full-time and 1 part time (1 of the full time staff
is Mandy Broadbent and Mandy is not
located at the Birmingham Office but works
from home)

Located in Kings Heath, Birmingham our MDHQ
was a formerly The Birmingham Municipal Bank
The original safe room is used for keeping all our
PR material and paper goods
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MDHQ Staff are there to assist with all
matters to support Clubs and members.
MDHQ reports to Council Secretary PCC
Lion Phil Robinson.
In any ’normal’ day we are asked hundreds
of questions and support Clubs with the
following issues (to name but a few)

News updates and email circulation
Assistance with PR and promotional materials Website and social media via our PR and
marketing team,
Update of policy documents
Data protection issues (cont’d)
MDO Meetings -assist both Council and other MD Officer meetings and liaison with hotels
-these days we offer daily advise on zoom meeting and organising such meetings.
Lions Message in a Bottle- we are the one stop centre for bottles and issues relating to this
project
Carry out administrative tasks for Council and MD Officers
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Brigitte joined the MD in 2007 and will be a familiar face to
anyone who has attended a National Convention and
indeed Brigitte has also visited many District Conventions
when MDHQ have come along with the “mobile shop”.
Lion Brigitte is a member of Moseley and Kings Heath
Lions Club and has received numerous awards for her
work as MD Office Manager and her service as a Lion.
Including her cherished MJF awarded in 2018 and the
International Presidents Leadership Medal

We operate an On-Line Shop that has proved a great success. Simply visit the MD105 website
www.lionsclubs.co.uk look in the Members area and you will find our own MD105 shop
We are the admin’ co-ordination team for the various MD Competitions including Travelling Lion and
Peace/Essay competition and work with the relevant MD Officer regarding International, MD and
District Conventions.
One important task is that each year we create an on-line MD Directory/and are always on hand
advise on MyLCI issues

Office Administrators Mrs Jan
Dempsey (left) and Mrs
Stephanie Smith.
Jan join MDHQ over 20 years
ago and is a dedicated Aston
Villa Fan, Stephanie joined the
team in 2016, both ladies live
locally to MDHQ

Contact details
General Enquiries

mdhq@lionsclubs.co.uk

On line shop

www.lionsclubs.co.uk

TELEPHONE

0121 441 4544 or 0345 833 9502
OPENING HOURS

Mon-Fri 9.00-5.00 however staff are always on call and often respond to
emails well into the evening.
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NPS (Newhaven, Peacehaven and Seaford) Lions have been in ‘Lockdown’ along with the rest of
the country, so it was no surprise that the club’s environmental work was locked down too.
Happily, the end of Coronavirus constraints allowed Lions to join with our partners in Plastic Free
Seaford and help clean up the beach in Seaford
Bay.
This is a community project connecting local
people and local businesses in the fight against
plastic pollution.
August was not too late to enjoy the fruits of
summer, and Lions turned out to help the project
pick up the debris deposited on our lovely
foreshore.
On the first Sunday of every month (when not in
‘lockdown’) local folk, Lions and club Friends
assemble at 10am to collect their grab sticks and
rubbish bags before marching off up and down a
portion of the beach. It is quite alarming to see so
much
plastic
rubbish
either
dumped
indiscriminately, or washed up with the tides,
polluting Seaford Bay.
Lions will be there again in September, at the Martello Tower end of the Bay, helping keep our
environment plastic free, please do think about our local life-quality and join us in our project work.
Coronavirus has also kept our
community buses off the road, our client
groups being vulnerable and enduring
lockdown.
NPS has fortunately enjoyed the services
of our club Friends, Brian and Val, who
together have provided support to one of
our local Foodbanks in Newhaven, with
deliveries of essential goods weekly to
some twenty local residents in need.
Their help in the crisis has meant
employment of otherwise idle club
transport, and the provision of succour to
those unfortunate enough to be unable to
obtain necessary foodstuffs.
Our club is most fortunate to enjoy the
help and support of Friends who provide
key services in both crisis and
community work.
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In February Burgess Hill District Lions received a request from Burgess Hill Ambulance Station
Manager Waseem Shakir asking if the Burgess Hill District Lions would consider replenishing the
Trauma Teddy stock as it was very low. The request was given to the club who agreed
unanimously to spend £1,800 as we have been doing this project for around 16years. Following
Club agreement they were ordered and delivered to the club the second week in March just as
Lockdown was starting so the
ambulance station could not accept
them because of Covid-19 so the
Lions have stored them until today.
Lion President Ken, along with
fellow Lions Pat Nall, Welfare
Chairman John Carter, Treasurer
Chris Thomas-Atkin and Secretary
Tony Parris were pleased to present
them to Station Manager Waseem
Shakir on Tuesday 11th August. The
Teddies were kept in their bags so
as to keep them clean and free from
the virus.
Throughout the lockdown Birchington
resident Angela Wright has kept
children and adults amused with her
teddy bears attending various events.
They had a picnic, of course, also
played hide and seek, sunbathing and
enjoyed tennis and golf. In recognition
of the joy this has given to the
community
Thanet
Lions
Club
presented Angela with a special
Certificate of Appreciation, presented
by Community Needs Chairman PCC
Jacquie Prebble.

Ed. The more observant of you will note that PCC Jacquie has a broken wrist – sustained apparently by
slipping on seaweed! Our best wishes for a speedy recovery and the suggestion to avoid bars with seaweed
floors!!
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In common with most other Lions clubs, Covid-19 has left Eastbourne Lions unable to raise funds, with
some of the members having to shield/isolate. Nevertheless the Club has been assisting the needy and
vulnerable of Eastbourne.
Individuals and families in most need have been referred by Eastbourne Citizens Advice Bureaux and
Care for Carers.
Here are some examples of just how Eastbourne Lions have been helping those in need in the community.
Appeals from Eastbourne Citizens Advice Bureaux
•
This appeal was for a bed & mattress and the Club was able to obtain them from Furniture Now
Eastbourne. This enabled the applicant to sleep in a bed not on the floor of his flat.
•
A family required a single bed, washing machine and children’s clothes (school uniforms). The
applicant said that a grant of £350 would help substantially. The Club provided this grant.
•
An elderly and disabled lady [82 years of age] was sleeping on a sofa after her bed and mattress were
ruined by pest infestation. Eastbourne Lions managed to source a replacement metal framed bed and
mattress
Care for Carers
•
The Club were asked for £250 to purchase a laptop for a student enabling him to take his A levels in
September, the young man is the main carer for his mother who has MS. A laptop belonging to the
club but surplus to requirements was donated, an appeal which can be granted at no cost to the club
•
A young carer for her mother, who has terminal bone cancer. The existing rising recliner chair is
damaged beyond repair. The Club paid for a replacement rising recliner chair to help her to get up out
of a seat and also to help her sit comfortably and minimise the pain.
These are just some of the individuals and families that the very active Eastbourne Lions have helped out
from rapidly diminishing funds.

BURGESS HILL LIONS PRESENT THE DAVID SAUNDERS AWARD
Lion President Ken Saunders took great pleasure in presenting to a club member “The David
Saunders Award” for his outstanding commitment to the community. This Lion has worked extralong hours during lockdown representing the club and working closely with Burgess Hill Town
Council. The Lion who deserved this recognition was Lion Treasurer Chris Thomas – Atkin.
Lion David Saunders OBE MJF was the inaugural President of the Burgess Hill District Lions in
1955. The David Saunders Award is presented annually at Handover. Until 2019, the award was
presented to a Lion that had only been in the club for a short while, i.e. less than two years and
who had shown by their commitment and actions that they have fully integrated into the club and
participated in the clubs activities.
From 2020, the board decided to change the criteria to award a Lion who has shown outstanding
commitment to the Lions’ cause in the previous year, in view of the outstanding service of Lion
David Saunders.
The decision on the recipient of the Award for a Lion’s year will be made by the President elected
to serve the following Lions’ year and the current holder of the award.
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Readers may remember the idea to publish individual Lions impressions of
their Club in a feature entitled MY CLUB. In the first article Lion David Walker
tells us about “MY CLUB” – ROTTINGDEAN AND SALTDEAN LIONS CLUB
Rottingdean and Saltdean Lions Club was
chartered in April 1973. We are based just east of
Brighton and serve the three large villages of
Rottingdean, Saltdean and Woodingdean together
with the smaller communities of Ovingdean and
Falmer. Although we cover a relatively small area,
our club nevertheless raises and donates a
significant amount to help improve our
community. We are a strong club with some
twenty-eight members including four current
holders of the Melvin Jones Fellowship. We all
proudly remember our motto, ‘Where there's a
need there's a Lion’.
As a club we have close ties with our local community. Through our annual Fayre in
Rottingdean and our Saltdean Gala people support us with great enthusiasm. We also take
part in the Woodingdean Carnival and Ovingdean Green Festival as well as running the beer
tent and barbeque at the Rottingdean Village Fair.
We support people in need
locally both financially and
through practical help. We
regularly get referrals from
Brighton and Hove City Council
for local families in need of help
who we are happy to support.
Recently this support has ranged
from new carpets to a bus pass
and school camps
We recently took 'We Serve' to a
logical next step when helping
out locally. A small family-owned hardware store in Rottingdean had a serious problem.
Mum and Dad spent many weeks at a hospital in Southampton with a very sick daughter
leaving a grandmother to run the shop and look after the other three daughters. We offered to
help and established a rota of over a dozen Lions to serve their customers in the shop. We did
this for the first and last hour each weekday for several weeks over the critical period of their
- 10 -

child’s illness. Working in our club colours
introduced us to many new friends in the
community. We are pleased that the daughter
has recovered, and the family has got through
this crisis. The family and their friends now give
us much needed manual help at our labour
intensive summer fairs.
Another example of our service activities, which
helps promote the Lions Club, is the message in
a bottle initiative that we encourage across our
communities. We place them in doctors’
surgeries and libraries and various other locations where we also collect old spectacles. We
also hold regular Lions awareness days in local supermarkets where we talk to people about
what we do and how the message in a bottle scheme, for example, can help vulnerable people.
It is a good way to find out about problems in the community assisting us to find people who
may need help. We also meet our valued
senior citizens allowing us to invite them to
our organised outings and lunches, which we
hope, one day, will be able to continue. We
look to find lonely and isolated people to give
our help and assistance.
We seek visibility wherever we can. We write
articles in the local free press on a regular
basis. This helps us interact with local people
and charity organisations. Our annual (preCovid) Easter egg draw sees egg raffles taking
place in over 20 pubs and cafes in our area. Our website is heavily used for service and
fundraising events supported by social media. Posters are put up around the community
advertising events publicising the club and membership and we have collecting tins in local
shops and cafes.
For membership we have a well-established
process that picks up on contacts made during
awareness days and through the community.
Over the last year we recruited three (thankfully
younger) new members. Our strategy is to grow
our membership to ensure the future
sustainability of our club and the important
service we provide. As a club we are proud and
honoured to serve our community while we also
very much appreciate their welcome support in
return.
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LIONS BELARUS
TRUST

BELARUS UPDATE
September 2020
When I published the Belarus Project’s Update at the end of June, I described 2020 as a year to
remember. Little did I think that all the current political unrest was about to unfold in the next few
weeks and months in a Country which I have come to think of as a very religious (Russian Orthodox)
and very peaceful place, steeped in history, including invasion by German forces in the 2nd World War.
In fact, they were celebrating VE day the same weekend that we were, although for them it happened
a day later. At that time, I told you that they also had Covid-19 but less severe than in UK and younger
people were encouraged to go about their business normally while older people including the senior
members of Gomel Lions Club were self-isolating and working from home.
Then came the political unrest which we have all seen unfold almost daily on our television screens
with demonstrations in Minsk and also in many other large towns including our own Lions Club City
of Gomel where one protester sadly lost his life.
I know that some of you are concerned for the welfare of our good friends in Belarus but I am pleased
to report that the members of Gomel Lions Club have continued to go about their lives and the Lions
Club itself and the associated Children’s Charity have been active despite the distractions affecting
every family in Belarus whatever the outcome.
There are still families, orphans, disabled and destitute people in desperate need in the Gomel Region
and the Lions Club members are determined to help them, and with your and our help we can do
that.
Together with the funds which we have sent each year they continue
to find support through sponsorship from companies. The current
Government in Belarus does not allow them to appeal to the public
for funds.
I recently received a report from Larisa Mezchevich, the Charter
President of Gomel Lions and the most respected member both in
the club and the community,
regarding the donation of dozens
of rucksacks to children in need, in order to allow them to go to
school. This donation plus school shoes and clothing is typical of
their support, with the needs of the community constantly being
monitored by the Children’s Charity with which they are inextricably
linked. The pictures show the children and Larisa with some of the
rucksacks.
When the current crisis is over, both political and Covid-19, Gomel Lions will be in great demand and
I appeal to you my fellow Lions to continue to give the Lions Belarus Trust your full support. I know
that money for all Clubs is tight at the moment but please allow the Lions Belarus Trustees the means
to Serve those less fortunate than ourselves in a troubled country.
Your support will be greatly appreciated not just by the Trustees, but also our friends in Gomel Lions
Club and many families, elderly, communities, schools and orphanages which they support.
Chris Iles – Chairman. Lions Belarus Trust

DISTRICT 105SE Registered Charity No. 1112811

If any Lion is interested to find out more about the Belarus Trust they are invited to contact Chris chrisiles311@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Plan Now for Membership Recruitment
Not surprisingly, since the lock-down started, new member recruitment opportunities have been few and
far between. So full marks to those Clubs who have inducted new members since March! For the rest of
us, it is now time to plan our recruitment activities, so that we can come out “all guns blazing” once we are
able to resume something like our normal level of activities.
However simple or informal you want to make it, please do make sure you have a recruitment plan worked
out for your Club, including a note of who should do what, and by when. If you would like to consult your
Zone Chairperson and your Club Liaison in doing this, they will be delighted to help.
Of course, a high profile in the community is crucial to the efforts to find new members. Shout about all
the great work your Club does to help the community. Shout about your most enjoyable fundraising events.
And shout about the fun and fellowship you enjoy in your Club. Do this on your website, in social media,
and in your local press. Contact prominent community leaders, social services departments, church groups,
libraries, surgeries and any other public entities you can think of. Organise a Lions presence at all or any
public events that take part in your area, such as shows, fetes, farmers markets, etc. If you need it, you can
book the District Membership Gazebo for use at outdoor events (see Lions Lifeblood, Issue 3 for details).
If we want new members, we should all take every opportunity to talk to our family, friends, colleagues,
other community supporters and members of the public about what we do and ask if they would like to get
involved. This can be especially effective at our public activities and events, where we have a practical
demonstration of our great work.
There is a range of materials available to assist us on https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/, and printed copies
of the #LionsGetInvolved brochure are available (see below).
Please send me your thoughts on new member recruitment, and let me have details of any particular
successes, so that we can all benefit from your experience.

Howard Lee,
District Membership Team Leader

Now Available
#LionsGetInvolved
A magazine publication available to
help Lions Clubs and their members to
promote who Lions are and what we
do. It shares stories regarding some of
the good causes and projects
undertaken by Lions members in the
British Isles and overseas.
For electronic copy, please visit
https://lionsclubs.co/MemberArea/kno
wledge/lionsgetinvolved/
For up to 10 printed FREE OF
CHARGE copies per Club, please
email lionhowardlee@sky.com
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A new feature and one that it is hoped will encourage other
new members to drop a line to SE News and tell who they are,
how they joined and what they bring to Lions and what being a
Lion means to them. If you are a Lion of less than 18 months
service – why not send your views and opinions to
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk mark your email “NEW LION”.
My name is Sandie Wade and I became a Lion last summer.
Having worked as a Fundraising Manager for three different charities over the last twenty years,
I retired last year and having been supported during these years by various Lions Clubs, it
seemed a natural progression to continue volunteering with Lions.
I joined my local club, Northfleet & Ebbsfleet and knew most of the members so transition into
the club was easy.
Since joining I have taken part in meetings, store collections and hope I have contributed to our
fundraising activities.
Then, of course, along came Covid! Fundraising activity on hold, meetings via zoom and like
most of our club I was shielding. Now as things begin to normalise, I look forward to meeting
up again, organising new events, helping bring back some regular event and hopefully being
able to get out there with Father Christmas!
I know how much Lions can help their local community and also International causes and hope
that soon we will all be out there working to provide the help we are known for.
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DGT DIARIES
DISTRICT GOVERNOR IAN
DATE
Meeting
Notes
2
Monthly meeting with 1st and 2nd VDGs
6
Council of Governors Meeting
Burgess Hill Community Radio Interview (10.30
7
am)
7
Business Meeting (7.00 pm)
Haywards Heath
7
Business Meeting (8.00 pm)
East Grinstead
11
DGT
GAT
15
Trustee Meeting
21
Holiday 21-25
26
111 MN District Convention
On-line
30
District Membership On-line
VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR STEVE
2
Monthly meeting with 1st and 2nd VDGs
15
Club
Bexley Sidcup
15
Trustee Meeting
21
Club
Billingshurst
30
District Membership On-line
SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR RIZVI
1
DGT
VDG Meeting
2
Monthly meeting with 1st and 2nd VDGs
7
Club
Gillingham
11
DGT
GAT
12
DGT
GAT
15
Club
Maidstone
23
Club
Sevenoaks
28
Club
Thanet
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WOKING LIONS CHANGEOVER & PRESENTATIONS
Having endured six months of Zoom
Meetings due to the COVID pandemic, it
was decided that the Woking Lions Club’s
Board Meeting in August would be held
suitably socially distanced between
members in the new President’s garden.
After outgoing President Jackie Taylor
handed over the Presidency to Paul
Robinson, she totally surprised Lion Roger
Chamberlain by presenting him firstly with
The International President’s Certificate of
Appreciation
in
Recognition
of
Distinguished Achievements in Fulfilling
the Mission of Lions Clubs International’
and secondly with a Melvin Jones
Fellowship.

Roger moved to Woking from Camberley in
1979, was involved with Woking Lions during
the 1990s and became a member in 2005. He
was President for two years between 2013
and 2015 and again in 2017/18. Chairman of
Fundraising over the period 2010 – 2018,
Roger then took on the mantle of Chairman of
Community Welfare. He is now the first
Woking member to receive the International
President’s Certificate and only the second in
the Club’s 46-year history to receive the
Melvin Jones Fellowship. Roger thanked
Jackie, saying that for once he was almost
speechless but would like to thank all
involved, particularly his Woking and wider
Zone colleagues in West Surrey Lions Clubs,
and how humbled he was to receive these two
International Awards.
What is the Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF)?
The MJF is the backbone of our foundation (LCIF) and here in MD105 is more often than not utilized to
recognise the service of an individual Lion by their Club or those, outside Lions, who have shown
exceptional dedication or service to a cause to the communit y.
More info’ from LCIF Chairman PDG Jackie Robinson and / or
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/give-how-to-give/melvin-jones-fellowship
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GUILDFORD LIONS CLUB – A SUCCESS STORY
On 2nd May 2020, via the ‘Contact Us’ form on our (award winning) website, an international
student studying at the University of Surrey contacted Guildford Lions Club as she needed financial
help.
She had lost her part-time waitressing job at the start of the Coronavirus lockdown and was
struggling with money for daily needs such as food and toiletries – as well as meeting the cost of
her rented accommodation.
The email was forwarded to the Club’s Community Welfare Chair, Lion Barry Jutsum, and he
immediately made contact with her and started to see what help she could receive from Lions and
from other agencies.
As a mature overseas students (25 years old from India) no immediate help had been forthcoming
from the University or local agencies - so having ascertained which supermarket would be most
local to where she was living, a £50 Sainsburys shopping voucher was purchased from Lions funds
and delivered to her.
With her permission, University, Salvation Army and Guildford Borough Council departments were
contacted and alerted of her plight and within days she started receiving a hot meal each day, food
parcels and with credit put on her mobile phone she was able to start to communicate again with
the University and other local agencies.
On 26th July the following email was received by Lion Barry:
‘Good Afternoon!
Very happily, I would like to inform you my hardship fund application is accepted, and my
rent is waived off.
This is a huge relief. It was a tiring process of the last three months of back and forth
paperwork, which finally got approval.
Thanks for all your help and support.
Also, in future in case you would need help in Website creations and Digital Marketing
please let me know. I can work for it.
Thank you’
Well done Barry and all the other Lions who work ‘behind the scenes’ when such requests are
received.

Lions Steve Carley reports from
Kent “Great Lions Club Zone social
held at The Minnis in Minnis Bay.
Great friendly service and good
food(especially as it is 50% off
night). 21 people from both
Thanet Lions and Whitstable and
Herne Bay Lions Club sat in social
bubbles but together briefly for
group pic’. Great company and
good to be together physically
after 5 months of Zoom get
togethers. Thank you to all who
came.
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IN THE LAST EDITION DO DAVID SKINNER
REPORTED ON THE OPPORTUNITIES TO WORK
WITH YOUNG FARMERS AND THE MEMBERSHIP
POSSIBILITIES THE COLLABORATION MIGHT
BRING. HERE HE BRINGS US UP TO DATE
We have now established contact with Young Farmers in a number of areas and we have
now had the opportunity to present Lions to the Sussex County Young Farmers
Executive with the possibility of presenting to the Kent County Executive in September.

The Young Farmers Clubs are divided into Senior Clubs, aged up to 26, and Junior
Clubs which are effectively Youth Clubs aged up to 16 years.
Hailsham Lions and Young Farmers have discussed mutual interests in a small meeting
where we were joined by DG Ian and hopefully the Clubs will start working together
soon. Meetings are planned between Uckfield Lions and Heathfield Young Farmers
(Junior) and Sevenoaks Lions and Vigo Young Farmers, Paddock Wood Lions and the
Weald of Kent Young Farmers have also agreed to be in contact with more contacts in
the pipeline. We will be contacting Clubs individually if they have a nearby Young
Farmers Club.
David Skinner
Young Farmers Liaison
The photo shows L to R Lion David Skinner, Hailsham LP Kathy Butler and Lion
Janet Field with Hailsham Young Farmers Leader Rob Field and Secretary Lucy Field.
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Yes that’s right! Over 61,000 meals supplied by the Siri Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara in
Gravesend during the Covid-19 lockdown period. The volunteers at the Gurdwara were unable to
provide their usual daily Langer (free communal meals) inside the Gurdwara so instead they set
about delivering them. Not only were over 21,000 meals supplied to vulnerable people in the
local Gravesham community but also another 40,000 to hospitals in Dartford, Orpington and
Medway.
This was a truly magnificent effort but to achieve it they had to be well organised with five
different volunteer groups formed to identify people and groups in need, cook, pack and deliver
meals and a team that cleansed and sanitised the kitchen every day, ready for the next. Some
270 people volunteered to contribute their efforts to this great project
Northfleet & Ebbsfleet Lions were in no doubt that the Gurdwara deserved a Certificate of
Appreciation and a suitable presentation was facilitated by Lion Gurcharn Singh Chhatwal of
Woolwich & Greenwich Lions Club. In the photograph above Lion Sandy Wade can be seen
presenting the certificate to the President of the Gurdwara, Manpreet Singh Dhaliwal. Others in
the photo are Tony Rana, Shaminder Singh Bedi, Lion Mike Parker, Inderpal Singh Sall, Jit Singh
Gill, Kulwinder Singh Sandhu, Lion Gurcharn Singh Chhatwal, Rupinder Kaur Powar and Jagit
Kaur Vraitch.
Well done indeed, the volunteers of the Siri Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara in Gravesend.
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TWINNING NEWS
And from 111MN (our twinned District in Germany) news of the New Voices initiative and a
report from the Editor who just happened to find himself attending a Lions golf tournament
in Germany. Unfortunately, he could not play – 2 reasons; first his caddy was self-isolating
and secondly, he is absolute hopeless at the game!

NEW VOICES
From the LCI Website “A program launched in 2018-2019 to
celebrate women’s contributions and promote gender parity
within Lions Clubs International.
In 2019-2020 the program was expanded under
International President Dr. Jung-Yui Choi to include young
adults, including Leo Lions, and other underrepresented
populations as diverse and sought-after New Voices in the
association. This initiative is about hearing the story of the
unheard and is a forum for sharing new ideas and learning
from one another for the betterment of Lions Clubs
International”.
PID Elizabeth Haderer (a familiar friend to many in 105SE)
leads the project in Europe.
The poster advertises a seminar being organised in
November 2020 and encourages would be women members
with the slogan; “women as charity volunteers”.
The guest speaker is Astrid von der Malsburg, a well-known business woman who
founded a networking scheme between women university graduates and business
women, encouraging the exchange of ideas and opportunities.
To learn more about the New Voices program https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-formembers/resource-center/womens-initiative
THE MD111 GERMANY GOLF TOURNAMENT WAS HELD IN
WÜRZBURG IN AUGUST.
This event was organised by IPDG Thomas Guse and
attended by many players from across Germany
including 111MN representative VDG Roswitha Hahn (in
pink), a familiar face at a number of our recent
conventions. Weather conditions were not brilliant, but
the golfers played on undaunted.
There was a social reception on the Thursday evening,
golf was played Friday and then there was a prize giving
dinner.
The non-golfers found time to tour the beautiful town of
Würzburg including the UNESCO World Heritage site of
the “Residenz”. This former palace to the bishops and kings of Bavaria was very heavily
damaged in the last war and the restoration was only finally finished in 1990!
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The prize giving dinner was the
first social event held in the
host hotel for many months
and still various controls were
in place

Above – IPDG Thomas and
Dagmar Kröplin award VDG
Roswitha her prize
Left – Where there’s a Lion
there’s a photo opportunity. The
Ed’ at work!
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The 25th Tonbridge Lion with 25 years of service
Tonbridge Lions Club member Lion Bob
Taylor was recently awarded a 25 year
service chevron and engraved wine goblet.
He becomes the 25th member of the club to
achieve this award.
Lion Bob, who ran the Club’s Charity Horse
Show for over 15 years, has also been heavily
involved in the organisation of the Tonbridge
Triathlon, the Tonbridge Half Marathon and in
recent years has been a member of
the Tonbridge Town Team. As if that was not
enough, he also manages the award
winning Shipbourne Farmer’s Market situated
on the outskirts of Tonbridge.
Lion
President
Keith
Bourne
said
”Congratulations to Lion Bob for his service to
the Club and of course to our local community”.
Well done Bob – RW

FOR THE RECORD
As at the end of JULY 2020
District 105SE had 1270 (1272) members in 59 (60) active Lions Clubs
New Members Year to date
+7
Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service)
–9

OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS
CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 9 (9)
CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 24 (24)
CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 20 (21)
CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS – 2 (2)
CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4 (4)
Last month’s figures in brackets

- 22 -

- 23 -

CRANLEIGH LIONS UNIQUE COVID CLASSIC.
The cancellation of our annual Classic Car Show in August not only represented a significant loss
of income but also robbed the Village of a much loved event.
After a little bit of lateral thinking, the Classic Car Committee came up with the unique idea of
holding an alternative classic car event, by displaying classic cars on private driveways around
the village. The event to be held on the 6th September will feature over 60 classic cars located
around Cranleigh supported by a map which encourages local residents to walk around the
village to see them. There will be refreshment stands en-route plus ample opportunity for
donations. The day will end with a parade of cars in the High Street.

Midhurst Lions were disappointed that the
annual carnival – MADhurst - did not take
place this year.
Members usually marshal the procession,
provide the Lions mascot and run a stall at
the fair. The Town Council who organised
this event came up with a new idea: a
Scarecrow
Competition.
Shops,
individuals and charities could all take
part. So, Midhurst Lions also joined in.
Past President Brian Allen, assisted with
materials from other club members, built a
superb scarecrow, aptly named Dandy
Lion. The Club did not win a prize, but the
joy was all in the taking part. Displayed on
a main road into town, Midhurst Lions
Club received good advertising in the
press and on social media.
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TWITTER
News from Cabinet Officer David Sluys
“We have set up a twitter account for Lions SE105 cancer charities.
The account is Lions SE Cancer Charity”
On this subject – if any club would like to announce, promote or publicise
their webpage, twitter account, Instagram or Facebook then do it here.
Send details to

senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Susan Gent
Soeren Keil.
Paramjeet Krishan
Mark Matthews

Swale
Deal and Walmer
Canterbury
Cranleigh

TRAVELLING LION
District Competitions Officer Maureen Warn has sent an update –
although there are not many meetings being held off-line –
COG’s
WHITSTABLE & HERNE BAY
THANET
MIDHURST
CHICHESTER
MALLING
HASTINGS

24
22
13
8
6
3
2

The Travelling Lion competition begins on 1st January and ends 31st December. One point is
given for every member who travels for a zone meeting or social at another club An extra point
is awarded for 5 members and 2 extra points for 10 members travelling. It does not matter how
far the distance is.
The forms need to be signed by the president at the receiving club and forwarded (preferably
scanned) to the Competition’s Officer. They are then forwarded to MDHQ to enter the national
competition.
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TO HIGHER SERVICE
Richard Cowell

Chichester

It is with great sadness and a feeling of heavy loss that we report the recent passing of Lion Richard
Cowell to higher service.
Richard joined Chichester Lions Club in November 1990 and during his time served on almost
all the committees and was a mainstay at both fundraising and social functions.
Along with his wife Sarah, Richard dealt with most of the catering for Lions events, including
cooking Christmas meals for up to 100 senior citizens and managing the Junction cafe at the model
railway exhibitions.
He held the Office of President in 1994/1995 and again for two consecutive years from 2016/2018.
In June 2109 he was presented with the Melvin Jones Fellowship by the then District Governor
Pete Dilloway.
His devotion to family and duty has been an example to everyone he met.

Don James

East Grinstead

East Grinstead Lion Don James has passed away aged 89 years. Don was East Grinstead’s second
non-Charter member inducted in July 1969. A great character and one of the last pipe
smokers! He was an ardent support of Arsenal. Don had watched Arsenal beat Liverpool 5 – 4
on penalties on Saturday surrounded by his daughter Catherine and family only for him to suffer
a major heart attack. What a wonderful way to depart for Higher Service.
Don had been President in 1978/79 and in 1986/87, Secretary from 1981/85, Treasurer from
1972/74 and 1988/90, and took office in all other areas of the Club.
He was the first Club Member to be awarded the MJF, a recognition which he cherished.
He will be sorely missed by the Club for his sense of humour and commitment with never a bad
word for anyone. Our thoughts are with his family at this time.
Lion Don was recently presented with his 50 year Chevron and Certificate by Council Chairman
Pete Dilloway at E Grinstead 50th Anniversary Celebration held at the Felbridge Hotel.

And from the Multiple District Almoner
It is with the deepest sadness to report the passing to higher service of
Stowmarket and District Charter Member
PDG Lion Tony Logue.
Lion Tony was District Governor of 105EA 86-87 and later Chairman of the Council MD 105. Lion Tony
was a much loved and highly regarded Lion in the former District EA and throughout the whole Lions
family.
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Tonbridge Lions Club continue to support the local community
Tonbridge Lions Club donated £500 to the Tonbridge Counselling Service,
a professional service for needy cases, following a request for help in the
purchase of computers required for counselling work. The Club also
donated £200 in addition to the £400 recently donated to Sustain Food
Bank, which is based at the Tonbridge Baptist Church, to help them to
continue to help others.
Recently inaugurated Lion President Keith Bourne commented, ”Despite
our fund raising events being cancelled we are pleased we are still able
to help and support the local community”.
Photo 1 –Lion President Keith Bourne
with Rory the Lion show a cheque to
the Tonbridge Counselling Service
Photo 2 –Lion President Keith Bourne
with Rory the Lion show a cheque to
the Sustain Food Bank

If your Club has a similar story – how
you are helping support groups and /
or individuals in your local
community or further afield, please
send words and photos to
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
AND please refer to the guidelines
on Page 2
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Thursday 8th
October 2020

This year, World Sight Day is to be held on Thursday 8th October 2020. This annual event, which is always
held on the second Thursday of October, is aiming to draw attention to a range of issues surrounding
blindness and visual impairment. It is seen as one of the most important communication and advocacy
events on the eye health calendar.
Initially started by the Lions Club International Foundation as part of the Sight First campaign in the year
2000, World Sight Day is now coordinated by the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness
(IAPB) under the VISION 2020 global initiative which aims to promote a world in which nobody is needlessly
visually impaired.
The IAPB have a tool-kit on their website, which is free for anyone to use, it includes the 2020 World Sight
Day logo as above.
Global statistics in 2020:
•
At least 2.2 billion people have a vision impairment that may or may not be addressed
•
Of those, at least 1 billion people have a vision impairment that could have been prevented or has
yet to be addressed
•
In addition, 2.6 billion people have myopia, including 312 million children under 19 years of age
•
Additionally, millions of people are living with eye conditions that increase their risk of sight loss:196 million people living with age-related macular degeneration- 146 million people living with
diabetic retinopathy - 76 million people living with glaucoma - 2.5 million people living with
trachomatous trichiasis - 277 million people living with high myopia
•
Vast inequities exist in the distribution of vision impairment; the prevalence in many low- and
middle-income regions is estimated to be four times higher than in high-income regions
•
The burden tends to be greater in rural areas and for older people, women, people with disabilities,
ethnic minorities and indigenous populations
We live in difficult times, but surely there is something that each and every Lions International Club can
do? Suggested activities for World Sight Day include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Holding a Group Zoom call? Either organised by your Club or District or join forces with another likeminded organisation and organise an online extravaganza!
Encourage local people to sign a Declaration of Support – and share it on social media
Raise awareness of the issues of avoidable blindness and WSD through the social media
Produce a poster to be used alongside the official IAPB WSD Poster which can be used at events, in
retail outlets and other locations
Hold a musical concert on Facebook or Instagram – and black out the screen.
Hold AMAs (Ask Me anything) on Reddit
Use Instagram or Twitter and spread the word

PLEASE - Do take the time to look at the IAPB website https://www.iapb.org/
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Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions
Although many fundraising activities were cancelled due to the pandemic crisis, Whitstable and
Herne Bay Lions were still able to consider appeals and donations for financial assistance from
local organizations and individuals. All made possible by the powers of
technology, so members have been able to maintain social distancing
and hold their normal business
meetings via Zoom and at the beginning
of July, in a small ceremony, President
Maureen Warn (right) handed over the
Lions’ presidency to her vice chair,
Fiona Page (left)
Support was given to the Food Bank,
SERV Kent Blood Runners, local
youngsters and families in need, whilst
PPE went to the Ambulance Services,
the QEQM Hospital and the KSS Air
Ambulance. Three thousand of the
Lions’ ‘Message in Your Wallet’’ have already been distributed to
local residents, pharmacies, health centres and hospitals and now
a further 3,000 are awaiting distribution

The Mammoth Car Boot Fairs which usually begin in April, were postponed until July when a full
risk assessment had been undertaken and a one-way system and hand sanitising stations could
be put into place. Some Lions members were unable to participate in all the preparations, but
Friends of Lions stepped in and local army cadets proved to be an invaluable help with the car
parking. In spite of August thunderstorms, visitors commented on how good it was to be out again,
not just for their physical well-being, but also their mental health, especially as Whitstable Bay
Radio were there to provide the music!
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CLUB & ZONE DIARIES
With many events cancelled due to the Corona Virus the cupboard was a little
bare but forward planning is an obvious strong point at Dover LC.

DOVER LIONS CLUB
This year’s Charter on Sat 24th October 2020
has now been cancelled
However next year will be the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Club and will be held at Dover Town
Hall on Sat 31st July 2021.....hopefully!

Events – Charters – Meetings (Zone, Portfolios, Cabinet) all can be listed here.
Please send emails to

senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
Mark the email EVENTS

COPY DATE OCTOBER ISSUE – SEPTEMBER 27TH –
PLEASE REFER TO THE GUIDELINES ON PAGE 2 WHEN
SUBMITTING ARTICLES
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