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Today and every day

A few words from the DG

1 March 2020

Another very enjoyable month
attending your Club business
meetings, learning more about
Club service throughout the
District and celebrating your
charter anniversaries. There
was even an opportunity to
join my own Club at their
business meeting!
February was an opportunity
to see at first hand some of the
results of support Clubs provide to the Air Ambulance when I joined AAKSS
for their 30th anniversary celebrations with the Princess Royal. I also had the
pleasure of joining our International Guest PIP Frank Moore on his visit to
Moorfields Hospital for an update on the Lions Eye Clinic at Korle Bu and
then to Kings College’s Haematolgy Labarotories for a presentation on the
work LIBRA facilitates.
The pinnacle, however, was of course Convention, which from the many
messages I have received was enjoyed by all – thank you so much for those
messages and thanks also to David Burstow and his team who provided us
with a weekend to remember. I have included a more comprehensive
convention report later in the newsletter.
Our new District Governor Elect is Ian Forbes and Judith and I wish him and
Susie every success as they prepare to take over in July.
With best wishes,

David
District Governor
105SE 2019- 2020
liondwb@icloud.com

2nd
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
14th – 26th
28th

Cranleigh Club Visit
Bognor Charter Celebration
Tonbridge 70th Charter Celebration
Zone 2B It’s a Knockout
Surrey Borders Club Visit
MD105 UN Day, London
Bexhill-on-Sea Club Meeting
Bwindi Community Hospital, Uganda
Crowborough Charter Celebration

District Governor Elect’s Diary
TBA

Diaries this month

District Governor’s Diary for March

Second Vice District Governor’s Diary
East Grinstead Club Visit
Zone 2B It’s a Knockout
COGs Club Visit

Travelling
Lion
Competition

2nd
8th
10th

The winner of the 2019 Competition was announced at
Convention – Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions Club with
COGs in second place and Thanet in third place. The
Zone Travelling Lion Competition was won by 3B.
The 2020 competition is already up and running so
please don’t forget to keep Maureen Warn up to date
with your travels.

20th April 2020
Guildford Lions Club will be holding their April Club meeting on the third
Monday in April - Monday 20 April 2020 – usual start time of 8.00 pm and
normal venue, The Waterside Centre, to avoid a clash with their Big Easter
Show at Shalford Park on Easter Monday.

23rd - 25th April 2020

1st – 3rd May 2020
2020 MD Convention in Birmingham.

Please send any events or updates for inclusion in SE News
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

Events and updates

EVENTS

6th March 2020
Bognor Regis Charter Anniversary

7th March 2020
Tonbridge 70th Charter Anniversary – High Rocks Tunbridge Wells.
Contact Keith Bourne keithbourne@btinternet.com

14th March 2020
Bromley 33rd Charter Anniversary Dinner Dance – Bromley Court Hotel.
Contact Jill Thomas je.thomas@btinternet.com

28th March 2020
Crowborough & District Charter Anniversary

4th April 2020
Billingshurst & District 46th Charter Anniversary - West Sussex Golf Club.
Contact Alan Ridout 01403 871370, 07950795463 alanmar@hotmail.com

4th April 2020
Rottingdean and Saltdean Charter Anniversary

11th April 2020
Folkestone 50th Charter Anniversary – Burlington Hotel, Folkestone

19th April 2020
Swale Charter Anniversary

25th April 2020
Ashford 2nd Charter Anniversary – Conningbrook Hotel, Ashford

25th April 2020
Adur East 20th Charter Anniversary - Tottington Manor, Edburton. Contact
Colin Burt colin.burt2@ntlworld.com

8th May 2020
Midhurst Charter Anniversary – Park Hotel Chichester. Contact Jenni
Bellotti j.bellotti456@btinternet.com

9th May 2020
Burgess Hill District 65th Charter Anniversary – Singing Hills Golf Club,
Albourne. Contact Alan Ranger ranger.alan@tiscali.co.uk

16th May 2020
Cranleigh & District Charter Anniversary

16th May 2020
Bexley & Sidcup Charter Anniversary, Dartford Cricket Ground

17th May 2020
Surrey Borders and Woking Joint Charter Celebrations

23rd May 2020
Gillingham 50th Charter Anniversary

Charter Anniversaries

CHARTERS

30th May 2020
Thanet Charter Anniversary Lunch – Pegwell Bay Hotel, Ramsgate.
Contact Jackie Robinson lionjackie@gmail.com

12th June 2020
Guildford Charter Anniversary

27th June 2020
Hastings Charter Anniversary

16th October 2020
Canterbury Charter Anniversary – Kent County Cricket Club, Canterbury.
Contact Linda Barnett barnettlinda@sky.com

24th October 2020
Dover District Charter Anniversary – Dover Town Hall. Contact Marion
Baker bakersdozen@ntlworld.com
Please send details of Charter Anniversaries for inclusion in SE News
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

The President and Members of Swale
Lions Club would like to invite you to
our 49th Charter Celebration
at the
Woodstock Club
Sittingbourne, ME9 8AG
on Sunday the 19th of April
1 pm for 1:30 pm Sit down.

£22 for three courses or £18 for two courses
please select from the menu below.

Starters

Main

Desserts

Soup of the Day

Roast Dinner

Lemon Mousse

(Served with Crusty Bread)

Choose from Beef, Lamb,
Chicken or Pork

Sherry Trifle

●

Breaded Whitebait
Tartar Dip and Salad
●

Farmhouse Pate
French Bread and Cranbury Dip

●

Salmon with white wine
and cream sauce

●
●

Crème Brûlée

●

Vegetable Lasagne
All Served with Roast Potatoes,
Yorkshire Pudding, Seasonal
Vegetables and trimmings

Please contact our Secretary on
01795 841 439 to book your place for our
49th Charter Dinner you can also book by completing the form
that has been sent to your club.
We look forward to seeing you there

Membership Update

Welcome to our New Members who joined 105SE
recently:
FRANCIS CLEMENTS. Thanet
KEITH HALL. Bognor Regis
SYLVIA HALL. Bognor Regis
KEVIN LAW. Sevenoaks
LIN PALMER. Hailsham
OLIVER HUNTLEY-ROBERTSON. Woking
Congratulations to them, their Sponsors and their Clubs

Sadly, we have lost 1 member to higher service recently:
ROSALIND (ROS) BELFITT, Brighton.

Our total membership within the District as at 29th February
was 1,338 which is a decrease of 5 from our total of 1,343 at
the beginning of the year. So, it’s still membership,
membership, membership please.
Would all Club Secretaries please forward details of new members and
those who have passed to higher service to our Members Welfare
Officer, Cathy Griggs stephen.cathy@talktalk.net and to the SE News
Editor senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

There are some photographs from Convention in the following link.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/187152731@N02/albums/72157713281368438
Our civic guest, one of Kent’s Deputy
Lieutenants, Mr Paul Auston DL, got
proceedings off to an excellent start by opening
Convention, bringing us loyal greetings from
Her Majesty and congratulating us on our
community service and volunteering record. In
view of our work he recommended we research
the possibility of nominations for the Queen’s
Award for Voluntary Service of which he is the
lead in Kent. https://qavs.culture.gov.uk

His address was followed by another from our
international guest, Past International President
J Frank Moore lll who is also LCI’s Executive
Administrator. He reminded us of the many
changes that have occurred since our
organisation was founded 103 years ago and
that due to the kindness of Lions, we have an
opportunity to truly change the world as never
before. He explained the impact of LCIF’s work
in communities around the world and showed a
video of an example in Italy. In thanking him for
his address I took the opportunity to explain that
in honour of his visit, the District had transferred, prior to his arrival, some £12,000,
split roughly 50:50 between Campaign 100 and LCIF Disaster Appeals, all made
possible by generous donations from 105SE’s Lions Clubs.

Convention Report from the DG

As I said on Saturday the 22nd, it was
a pleasure and an honour to be in the
chair on the occasion of our 49th
Convention. I should like to thank
everyone who joined us over the
weekend, especially the many first
timers to Convention and to the
magnificent band of organisers led
by our Convention Chairman David
Burstow. Judith and I thoroughly
enjoyed the whole weekend and,
judging by the positive and generous feedback in the many emails and cards we
have received, it appears to be a sentiment shared by everyone who attended.

The first of these were Professors Mufti and
Farzaneh from the Haematology Laboratories at
Kings College who very ably demonstrated the
value of our contributions to their work through the
funding support provided by LIBRA.
Their presentations
were followed by a
short video from
LIBRA’s own patron
Dame Kelly Holmes.
Having accepted my
invitation last year to
consider membership
of Lions International
this was an ideal opportunity to congratulate the
President of Tonbridge Club and his members as they
will soon be badging her as an Honorary Member.
Our second presentation
was from David Welch,
Chief Executive of AAKSS
who updated us on their
work and thanked us for the funding provided for rapid
response vehicles, night flying equipment, head
scanners and laryngoscopes.

Following his presentation Convention
approved an emergency resolution to
fund a new response vehicle at a cost
of £42,500.

David said to me afterwards that he was
bowled over by this additional funding
pledge for AAKSS and asked me to pass
on his gratitude to all Lions throughout
105SE.

Convention Report from the DG

The first plenary session received and approved the minutes of last year’s
Convention, accepted the budget for next year and saw me comment, as I am
nearly two thirds of the way through my governorship that, lamentably, how soon
you become past it! After the presentation of Club President’s Excellence Awards,
by IPDG Pete Dilloway, we welcomed our friends from 111MN and 103IE before
inviting presentations from our guest speakers.

There was even a certificate for me!
This was followed by three presentations updating
convention on major projects all of which extend
beyond District boundaries. The first was from Lion
Stu
Young
on
the
importance and progress
of the Multiple District’s
Vision Camera Project.
The second was from Lion
Fran Stary who provided an update on Lions work with
Brain Tumour Research and
demonstrated how easy it
was to wear a silly hat – all in the name of raising funds
The third presentation was from PID Howard Lee who
explained the formation of the Lions International Eye
Centre in Korle Bu, Ghana, the amazing progress that has
been achieved to date and the next steps for the project.
Convention then heard from CNRO Chris Iles that Ian Forbes had been elected as
District Governor Elect, Steve Coe as next year’s Vice District Governor and Rizvi
Rawoof as next year’s Second Vice Governor. My congratulations to all three. Ian
then addressed delegates outlining his vision for next year.
The next item on the agenda was an opportunity for delegates to ask questions
for PIP Frank Moore to answer. These included queries about increasing
attendance at convention, the wearing of white jackets, promotion of the work of
LCIF, Lionesses, dues around the world and recent difficulties with reporting
through MyLion. PIP Frank’s willingness to take these questions and his openness
in his responses was very much appreciated.
IRO Phil Robinson then presented the John
Holdham and Robin Blake Trophies. This
year’s winner of the John Holdham trophy
was PDG Lion Jackie Robinson for her
continued involvement in our twinning
arrangements with our friends in 111MN.
The winner of the Robin Blake trophy was
Chichester Lions Club for continuing
involvement in the provision of recycled
spectacles to the third world and their
associated support of sight related projects overseas. PID Howard Lee then
provided a membership update and confirmation of the three-year plan which was
unanimously supported by Convention.

Convention Report from the DG

After lunch, we invited the two
groups of winners from the District’s
ROAR 2019 competition to the front
of the hall and congratulated them
and their sponsoring Clubs on their
success.

This was followed by the presentation of some very prestigious awards by PIP
Frank. There were International Presidential Certificates of Appreciation for Chris
Iles, David Colville and Roger
Chamberlain, a Leadership
Medal for Tony Skilbeck and
Presidential Medals for Mike
Parker and Deric Quaile.

The final 45 minutes of Convention was devoted to reports from our Convention
Chairman, Multiple District Events Officer and the International Convention draw
which was won by Thanet Lions. David Burstow
expressed his gratitude to his team for all their
support and assistance, especially his Vice Chair
Lynne Ireland and provided Convention with a
snapshot of next year’s convention venue in
Weybridge. Rod Weale explained the change of
venue for our Multiple District Convention which
will now take place in Birmingham and outlined
what everyone can expect at our forthcoming
International Convention in Singapore.
It was then time for a few words from our IPDG and Council Chairman Elect, Pete
Dilloway and some closing remarks from me, which I have repeated below:
“First and foremost, thank you for attending today, for your support and for
receiving our guests so warmly and offering your backing for the many projects
and initiatives that have been presented during our meeting. Today is our AGM it is our opportunity to refresh why we do what we do, to learn new ideas and to
go back to our Clubs revitalised ready for the remainder of this Lions year and
those beyond. Thank you also for your collective support of what the District does
and for the support and encouragement you have given me. Thank you also to my
Cabinet, to our International guest Frank and once again to my Convention team
who have made this a memorable and successful day.”
Sergeant at Arms, Jackie then closed Convention and bid everyone a safe journey
home or an enjoyable evening. We finished at 16.21 – two minutes ahead of
schedule!

Convention Report from the DG

We then received an update from Chris Iles who reported on the most recent visit
to the Gomel region of Belarus, including the opening of the playground at school
99, and thanked everyone for their generous support. He also outlined the new
projects Lions Belarus Trustees were recommending that Clubs should support;
roof repairs for Ulukovje Orphanage and the provision of braille and other
equipment to Gomel Region Secondary School for blind children, in total €28,625.

Peace Poster
1st Natalie Martin, sponsored by Bexhill-on-Sea Lions
2nd James Irwin, sponsored by Dover Lions
3rd Chloe Rubit, sponsored by Bexhill-on-Sea Lions
Natalie also came 2nd in the
MD Competition
Travelling Lion
1st Whitstable & Herne Bay Lions
2nd COGs
3rd Thanet
Zone Travelling Lion
Zone 3B
Environmental Photographic Competition
Animal / Bird Category Eddy Warn, Whitstable & Herne
Bay Lions Club
Aspects of Nature Eddy Warn, Whitstable & Herne Bay
Lions Club
Plant Category Brian Slater, Brighton Lions Club
Weather Category Lee Milner, Worthing Lions Club
Overall Winner Lee Milner, Worthing Lions
Website
Guildford Lions Club
Scrapbook
Whitstable & Herne Bay Lions Club
International Draw
Thanet Lions Club
In addition to the business of the day we also enjoyed two amazing social events;
a Gatsby party night on Friday with some great music from Alice Black and her
band to dance the night away. The Banquet and Ball on Saturday night included a
surprise for everyone as Judith had arranged, to everyone’s delight, some singing
waiters to set the atmosphere during our meal with a range of numbers from opera
and musical theatre after which more entertainment from the Revivals Band, who
kept us dancing till midnight. Pictures of both events are in the links below.
Gatsby Party Night
https://www.flickr.com/photos/187152731@N02/albums/72157713265706307
Banquet and Ball
https://www.flickr.com/photos/187152731@N02/albums/72157713266838587

Convention Report from the DG

Convention was also the time to announce the winners of our various District
Competitions. These were:

EAST GRINSTEAD & DISTRICT
Prostate Screening Event
East Grinstead & District ran its second annual free prostate screening event on the 23rd
November. The sessions, held at East Court Manor, running from 10:00am until 4:00pm, attracted
440 men for a simple blood test, compared to the 326 who attended in 2018. 70% of current
year attendees were new, with the remaining 30% having been tested in 2018. The Club again
partnered with PCaSO (prostate cancer & support organisation), who handle the bookings,
provide phlebotomists and literature on the day, and arrange for the blood samples to be tested
and results to be emailed or posted in confidence to those tested.
Statistical, but anonymous results show that the PSA of the 440 men tested showed 23 (5.2%
2018 4%) were in the ‘Red Zone’ and were advised to seek immediate advice from their GP. A
further 15 (3.4% 2018 4%) were in the ‘Amber Zone’ and might be at risk so were advised to
seek further advice. 402 (91.4% 2018 92%) were in the ‘Green Zone’.
The Club's expenditure for the day was just under £3350, although with donations in the club's
yellow buckets this was reduced to a shade over £3000. The Club is already planning its 3rd
screening event for late 2020.
PCaSO commented that experience has shown that a 50% rise is seen in the number of men
attending prostate screening year on year. This indicates that 2020 footfall will be in the region
of 650, with a resultant increase in the amount required to fund the event

50 Years of Service
Formed in 1968, East Grinstead & District Club have celebrated
its first member to achieve 50 years of service. Lion Don James,
who joined the club in 1969, reached the milestone earlier in
2019 and is seen receiving his certificate of appreciation from
the then District Governor Pete Dilloway back in June. Don has
been president of the club twice, including 1979/80 when he
oversaw the inaugural May Fair, an event that has been running
ever since, and this year enters its 42nd year. At handover this
year Don was also made a life
member of the club.
Don received his 50-year
chevron from Oakbrook which
was presented by Club President Ron Millen at the annual
Christmas "card swap" social.
Although now not fit enough to take part in fund raisers, Don is
a valued member of the community services committee and
attends meetings each month.

GUILDFORD
iPads for Michael Tippett School
An approach was made to Guildford Club for contact details of a Lions Club in Lambeth. We had
to explain that there were no Clubs in South London. When we asked what was required, we
were told that the School were in desperate need of some iPads to support the learning needs
of their pupils with severe learning difficulties. This requirement was then taken up with District
via David Skinner and Tom Berry and funds were made available from the District Youth Fund.
12 iPads were purchased and handed over to
the School at a regular Friday afternoon
Assembly provoking a noisy and excited
response from the pupils.
In the photo from left to right: Mike Parker with
Brian Watts and Bob Hackman from Guildford
Lions Club with Marilyn, the school’s Head
and in the front row Viki, the Deputy Head.

BURGESS HILL DISTRICT
Community Transport
Community Transport Sussex who
run the local Bluebird Community
buses in Mid Sussex are delighted
to have been awarded sponsorship
by Burgess Hill District Lions, for
their vehicles. Look out for the
Burgess Hill Lions decals on their
Bluebird buses!
This partnership between two local
community charities in the Burgess
Hill area will support up to 15000
more Dial A Ride journeys on the
community
buses
run
by
Community Transport Sussex.
Many elderly and vulnerable
passengers will benefit from this donation, keeping them active in the community and less likely
to experience loneliness and social isolation.
Burgess Hill Lions have awarded £15,000 over three years to the community transport charity
which provides assisted transport for the more vulnerable in the community. Community
Transport Sussex provides over 120,000 assisted journeys every year across Sussex.
Matt Roberts – CEO of Community Transport Sussex says ‘We are proud and grateful to Burgess
Hill Lions for this generous donation, not only to our charity but for the many vulnerable people
who will be able to access more journeys on our vehicles over the next 3 years because of it’.
We extend our sincere thanks to Burgess Hill Lions for their generosity and their recognition for
the more vulnerable and potentially lonely in our local community’

DARTFORD
VP Invited to Lions Eye Camp in India
First Vice President of Dartford Lions Club was
pleased to attend the annual Eye Camp in Punjab
India organised and supported by South Woodford
and Wanstead Lions Club of Essex.
Invited by Past District Governor Lion Prince Verma
(from Punjab India), VP Sandhu was again
overwhelmed by the progress the Lions Club of
Adampur (India) and the Essex club is making to the
residents of Punjab on 19th February 2020.
Taking place at the Lions Eye Hospital, this was the
second time the Essex Club had supported the free
eye camp and this year they checked 902 patients
and carried out approximately 222 eye operations,6
of them for children. Other patients were given
advice or medicine as required.
A team of Lions Club members from the Essex club
lead by Lion President Lion Maria Sgouralis were
present at the event, in her address to the gathering,
she expressed how pleased she is to be
representing a Club which is making a dramatic
difference to the lives of people in India.
Addressing the gathering of some 400 people, VP Ragbhir
Sandhu (Dartford Lions Club) thanked PDG Verma for the
invitation and explained that they are very fortunate to
have the benefit of the Punjab based Lions Club, who are
working in conjunction with the Essex based Lions to
carry out the program at the Lions Eye Hospital in Punjab.
VP Sandhu continued to say that there is nothing greater
than the power of sight for anyone, he said that this
should be used as a model for other clubs including his
own in Dartford Kent.
A presentation of the Lions Magazine was made to Past
District Governor Verma (this was an issue which featured the PDG) and a Dartford Lions Banner.

CHICHESTER
Model Railway Exhibition
Following the success of our 25th Anniversary Model Railway Exhibition last October still fresh in
our minds, we are making a few changes for our next show on 24th October this year.
I am writing to to advise that I shall be handing over the task to Lion Peter Wilson.
Finally I would like to offer my very grateful thanks to you and your predecessors for all the
editorial pieces, posters and handouts you have circulated for us - without it we would have been
very hard-put to have raised around £50,000 towards the charitable work we have achieved over
the past 25 years. Please continue the good work.
Lion Chris Cheney

CRANLEIGH
A Visit to Berlin
Whilst on a recent trip to Berlin PDG Rod
Weale visited the Berlin Host Club (111ON)
and exchanged banners with LP Hein
Lehmann-Spalleck.
The Club, founded in 1954 meets at the
Hotel Adlon just down from the
Brandenburg Gate and in what was East
Germany. PDG Rod and 111MN Second
Vice District Governor Roswitha Hahn,
spoke with members at a social gathering
before their monthly meeting and covered
such topics as the Belarus Projects and
ROAR.

NORTHFLEET & EBBSFLEET
MJFs for Northfleet & Ebbsfleet Club Members
On the occasion of their 47th Charter
on Sunday 16th February members of
Northfleet & Ebbsfleet Lions Club
were delighted to award the Melvyn
Jones Fellowship to two outstanding
fellow members, Lion President
Sandy Barden and Club Treasurer
Colin Ready. The photo shows both
with District Governor David Butler
who kindly made the presentation.
Lions Sandy and Colin have been
stalwarts of the Club, both having
served as President and Treasurer
amongst other roles. Their dedication
and service over many years have
made them ideal recipients of this
prestigious award and the Club are
proud to have them as members.

HASTINGS
Support for Message in a Bottle
Hastings Lions Club have been promoting
Message in a Bottle and Message in a Wallet on
Hastings Pier in their Pavilion Eatery.
The campaign has been supported by
internationally renowned businesswomen and
charity fundraiser Heather Mills and by newly
elected Member of Parliament for Hastings and
Rye ,Sally-Ann Hart MP.
Popular television High Court Enforcement Officer Paul Bohill from Can’t
Pay? We’ll Take It Away! visited Hastings Pier and was delighted to pick
up a a bottle provided by Hastings Lions.
Heather, Sally-Anne and Paul are pictured with Hastings Lions First Vice
President Brett McLean.

TONBRIDGE
Tonbridge Lions Play their Part for Shakespeare21
Shakespeare21 is a new drama group which
has been set up to welcome adults with
Down's Syndrome who enjoy acting and
performing.
The group is seeking to approach
Shakespeare's work in a more accessible
route, specifically to cater for people with
Down's. All that is needed is enthusiasm to
explore Shakespeare and improvisation.
As part of the formation plan they approached
Tonbridge Lions Club for help with the
provision of branded T-shirts for all performers, volunteers and tutors so that they look smart and
professional, feel cohesive and equal in the group, as well as easily recognisable when
performing in public. Tonbridge Lions thought the idea was excellent and soon agreed to make
the financial donation to purchase 25 T-shirts.
These were presented by Tonbridge Lions Club President, Lofty Bunyon, on Sunday 26 January
at Hadlow Old School Hall. He said “The Lions are delighted to be able to provided support for
this excellent initiative and we wish you well in your aim to perform in the local community, so
that audiences can see for themselves the potential of people with Down’s Syndrome.”
The group are currently seeking new members to join their sessions which run one Sunday
afternoon a month in Hadlow. Previous experience or skills not necessary! If you would like to
join, then please contact Elaine Harris on 01732 850862.
News articles from Clubs around the District are always very welcome. Please email them
with photographs to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
The deadline for the April edition is March 27th

