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On the frontlines of service 
Today and every day 
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 October has been a 

month of flying high and 
cheque presentations. 
Well OK not quite 
literally but it has been 
both exciting and 
rewarding. 
 

In addition to a number 
of very enjoyable Club 
visits and charters, 

Judith and I had the pleasure of visiting AAKSS on the 17th October which 
included a cheque presentation for the Head Scanner Project that Clubs 
have supported and also a chance to see the new larger night-flying 
helicopter now in service throughout Kent, Surrey and Sussex. 
 

There is a longer report from the 105SE Air Ambulance team later in this 
newsletter. 
 
We also had the 
opportunity to reinforce 
our connection with our 
twin District colleagues 
when we visited the 
103IDF Convention in 
Paris. Our own 105SE 
District representatives 
received a very warm 
welcome from our French and German Lions friends and we look forward to 
seeing them again in February next year at our own Convention. 
 

My best wishes to you all, 
 

David 
 

District Governor 
105SE 2019- 2020 
liondwb@icloud.com 
 

 



 

District Governor’s Diary for November 
2nd Littlehampton 50th Charter Celebration 
15th Dover Charter Anniversary 
17th  Online Council Meeting 
19th  Maidstone Club Visit  
20th Southern District’s Membership Summit 
23rd Sevenoaks 50th Charter Celebration 
24th District Cabinet Meeting, Tonbridge 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Vice District Governor’s Diary 
4th  East Grinstead Business meeting 
12th  Forward Planning Meeting 
15th – 17th  DGE Training, Redditch 
18th  Woolwich and Greenwich Club Visit 
20th Southern District’s Membership Summit 
23rd PSA Testing, East Grinstead Lions 
23rd Hythe and Romney Marsh Charter Anniversary 
24th District Cabinet Meeting, Tonbridge 
  
  
  

Second Vice District Governor’s Diary 
2nd Littlehampton 50th Charter Celebration 
6th  Tenterden Club Visit 
9th  Worthing Charter Anniversary 
12th  Forward Planning Meeting 
20th Southern District’s Membership Summit 
24th District Cabinet Meeting, Tonbridge 
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Whitstable & Herne Bay 91 31st October 2019  
COGS 86   
Thanet 59   
  Bexley & Sidcup 8 
Southbourne 54 Guildford 7 
Chichester 22 Hastings 6 
Midhurst 21 Crowborough 4 
Malling 19 Battle & Villages 3 
Burgess Hill 12 Lancing & Sompting 3 
Lewes 12 Croydon 2 
Bexhill-on-Sea 12 Littlehampton 2 

 



 
EVENTS 
8th November 2019 
Battle and Villages Children in Need Quiz Night, Ninfield Memorial Hall. 
For details battlelionsclub@gmail.com  
 
22nd November 2019 
Zone2B Chinese Evening, Peking Garden, Little Common, Bexhill-on-Sea. 
For details johncattaway@googlemail.com  
 
 
 
21st – 22nd February 2020 
105SE 49th District Convention Mercure 
Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 
The first Registrations are already in. Have you 
sent yours yet? 
Contact lynne.ireland68@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please send any events or updates for inclusion in SE News 
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
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CHARTERS 
 

2nd November 2019 
Littlehampton District 50th Charter Anniversary – Hilton Avisford Park 
Hotel. Contact Les Fuller leslie.fuller@virgin.net  
 

9th November 2019  
Worthing Charter Anniversary – Windsor House Hotel, Worthing. Contact 
Linda Taylor info@worthinglions.co.uk   
 

15th November 2019 – please note the change of date 
Dover District Charter Anniversary – Dover Town Hall. Contact Marion 
Baker bakersdozen@ntlworld.com 
 

23rd November 2019 
Hythe and Romney Marsh Charter Anniversary – Sene Valley Golf Club, 
Hythe. Contact Val West valwest62@outlook.com  
 

23rd November 2019 
Sevenoaks Charter Anniversary – Wildernesse Golf Club. Contact Alan 
Cattermole abcattermole@gmail.com  
 

18th January 2020 
Eastbourne Charter Anniversary – Langham Hotel Eastbourne. Contact 
Betty Stephens secretaryelionsclub@gmail.com  
 

16th February 2020 
Northfleet and Ebbsfleet Charter Anniversary 
 

16th February 2020 
Uckfield Charter Anniversary 
 

4th April 2020 
Rottingdean and Saltdean Charter Anniversary  
 

12th April 2020 
Folkestone 50th Charter Celebrations 
 

7th March 2020 
Tonbridge 70th Charter Celebrations – High Rocks Hotel. Tunbridge Wells 
 

9th May 2020 
Burgess Hill District 65th Charter Anniversary – Singing Hills Golf Club, 
Albourne. Contact Alan Ranger ranger.alan@tiscali.co.uk  
 

16th May 2020 
Cranleigh and District Charter Anniversary 
 

23rd May 2020 
Gillingham 50th Charter Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send details of Charter Anniversaries for inclusion in SE News 
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
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s   Welcome to our New Members who joined 105SE 
recently: 
 
Kevin Ridgeway, Billingshurst & District. 
Lucille Adams, Selsey & District 
Lorna Bidston, Sevenoaks 
Adam Harker, Sevenoaks 
John Baker, Southborough. 
Susan Downs, Swale 
Baljeet Heera, Woolwich & Greenwich 
Lee Milner, Worthing 
Kenneth Cruickshank, Worthing 
Audrey Chan, Worthing 
 
Congratulations to them, their Sponsors and their Clubs 
 
 
Sadly, we have lost 3 members to higher service recently: 
 
Ronald Fowler, Brighton 
David Sawyer, Brighton 
Leslie Coombs, Newhaven Peacehaven & Seaford 
 
Our total membership within the District as at 30th October 
is 1,355 which is an increase of 12 from our total of 1,343 at 
the beginning of the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
Would all Club Secretaries please forward details of new members and 
those who have passed to higher service to our Members Welfare 
Officer, Cathy Griggs stephen.cathy@talktalk.net and to the SE News 
Editor senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
 



 
Lion David Sherrard Sawyer MBE 1936-2019 
 

David Sawyer joined 
Brighton Lions Club in 
1982 at the age of 46. He 
had previously had contact 
with the Club for several 
years through his links with 
other charities and, when 
asked if he would like to 
join the Club responded 
with great enthusiasm, 
saying he was delighted to 
be asked. 
 
He immediately became an 
active member, starting on 
the Programme and 
Entertainments Committee 
and rapidly moving on to 
the Community Centre 
Committee, on which he 
served till the Club had to 
give up the building in 
1991. 
 
 

 
He served on many other committees over the years, including Service, 
International Relations, SCOAP, Citizens Advice Liaison and Drug 
Awareness; he became a Governor of Castledean School for several years 
and was a Director of the Club for two years in the 1980s. 
 
He also served on the Brighton Lions Housing Society Management 
Committee from 2003, taking on the job of Welfare Officer to 136 elderly 
tenants and organising twice yearly trips to various attractions, plus the 
occasional party. 
 
David was a very kind and gentle man and a committed Christian and from 
the 1990s it gave him enormous pleasure to organise school outings twice 
yearly for underprivileged children, which he always attended himself as a 
representative of the Club. 
 
In 2018 David was made MBE, a much-deserved award for services to 
charity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O
bi

tu
ar

ie
s  

 



Lion Ronald Edwin Fowler 1943-2019 
 
Ronald Edwin Fowler (Ron) joined Brighton Lions on 
5th April 1995, sponsored by Lion Chris Nutley. He 
immediately threw himself into Lions activity and 
joined the Club’s Fundraising Committee that July, 
eventually becoming its Chairman in 2004. 
 
However, Ron was not slow to take on additional 
responsibilities and in 1996 and 1997 he was the 
Club’s Safety Officer.   On the fun side, also in 1996, 
he was awarded the Waffle Trophy, given to the Club 
member who had talked the most at meetings and 
maybe it was this side of Ron as well as his outgoing 
nature that led to his appointment as Press and 
Publicity Officer a couple of years later. 
 
Ron became 3rd Vice President in July 2002 
progressing to become President in July 2005, in 
which role he excelled.  
 
From 2008 until 2013 Ron was the Chairman of the Service Committee 
which oversaw the Club’s grants to the community and those in need, a 
responsibility he took very seriously. He also served on the Club’s Housing 
Society Committee and was at one time Almoner for the Housing Society’s 
tenants. 
 
Ron was a much-valued Lion devoting a lot of time and energy to 
supporting the Club.  In the last few years, however, he suffered serious 
back problems and could no longer lift heavy items, but he was always first 
to offer to drive the van to events.  Lately he had become more housebound 
as he could barely walk and was no longer able to attend meetings and 
events.   
 
He leaves his wife Hilary who was a great support to him in his Lions activity 
and his son Christopher and family. 
 
Lion Ron has gone but will not be forgotten.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Multiple District has a dedicated MD105 In-Memoriam website, 
which can be accessed at: https://lionsclubs.co/In-Memoriam/  
 
This is accompanied by a new email address for notification of all obituaries: 
In-Memoriam@lionsclubs.co.uk. Instead of waiting for the quarterly Lion 
publication alongside production of a pdf download, emails sent to the 
above email will now be collated and published on the new website by the 
MD PR/marketing team as soon as they are received. 
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105SE Lions Air Ambulance Appeal Fund 
 

On the 17th October District 
Governor David, accompanied 
by Chairperson PID Howard 
Lee and other members of the 
Lions Air Ambulance Steering 
Group, visited Air Ambulance 
Kent Surrey and Sussex facility 
at Rochester Airport. 
 
 

We were able to see the head scanner, 
which you have funded, and to present 
a cheque for £37,306 to pay for it. 
 
The scanner is very portable and is 
carried in a sturdy backpack no bigger 
than a “weekend hold-all”, so that it can 
be easily carried to where it is needed. 
 
The scanning process will take only 
three seconds and can be done on the 
ground before even moving a patient 
onto a stretcher. The scanner is now 
entering trials with trauma patients to 
develop the bespoke software AAKSS 
will need to use. 
 
We were also able to see the new 
addition to the fleet of night flying 
Helicopters in use in our District (see 
above and below)  
 

And from AAKSS Themselves - As the Lions are such fantastic supporters, we 
would like to invite the Steering Group, and representatives from Lions Clubs local 
to the Medway area, to our carol concert and exclusive pre-concert reception on 
16thDecember @ 6pm in the Crypt at Rochester Cathedral, where light 
refreshments will be served. 
 

Public tickets are sold out but some “specials” are available. If you would like to go 
contact Paul Withers lionpaulwithers@msn.com  
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ROAR 2020 
 
As you know District 105SE 
have led the development 
of ROAR for the last four 
years and we are now 
being joined by other 
Districts which appreciate 
the many advantages that 
ROAR brings. 
 
Together we have agreed a 

common way of working with our partners 7billionideas and this 
means that the cycle will now start during the month of November 
resulting in the Finals in December 13 months later. 
 
To enable everyone, Lions, Schools and Parents, understand more 
fully the opportunities offered by the ROAR programme 7billionideas 
have produced a new website which we believe will be helpful and 
everyone is encouraged to view it. 
 
A letter will be sent to all Clubs during November which will outline the 
new timetable, the costs involved and give details of the new website. 
 
If Clubs would take an early decision to be involved with ROAR during 
November, December or January then schools could be contacted 
from January onwards increasing the number of children involved. 
 
Please contact Viv Diggens, diggens2000@hotmail.com or me, David 
Skinner dajskinner@hotmail.com, when your Club wishes to get 
started with ROAR or you have questions that you would like 
answered. 
 
 
Belarus Trust 
 
Trustees met at the end of October and will soon be communicating 
the results of their deliberations on new projects that the District could 
support. 
 
In the interim we still need some 300 square metres of warehouse 
space and willing volunteers to rekindle our humanitarian aid project, 
The Shoebox Appeal. Please research any opportunities near to your 
Club and report any possibile contacts to Chris Iles. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

UCKFIELD 
Supporting Uckfield Youth Club 

On the first evening back from their 
summer break Uckfield Lions were please 
to present Uckfield Youth club with a 
cheque for £2,000. This was the first part 
of the pledge Lions have made to support 
the Youth club for the next three years.  
Uckfield youth club did a presentation to 
the Lions in July asking for support, 
Robert Muggeridge chair of the youth 
club board explained to Uckfield Lions 
that it was coming to the end of their first 
year, and that the present year seven 
members, would become year eight next 
year. He said that at present there would 
not be the available funding to have a 

year seven and year eight, thus leaving year eight children without a club. After listening to 
statements from Lisa Schlieder and Stephen Butler both members of the board of youth club, 
Uckfield Lions felt the best way they could support the youth club was to commit to a figure of 
£2,000 per year for next three years. This will give the club a solid base for the next three years; 
with the hope other donations would also be forth coming, giving funds available to run a year 
seven evening and on another night a year eight evening. 

Ridgewood Village Hall Cream Tea 
Uckfield Lions Club were delighted to 
welcome Volunteers and Carers of Uckfield 
and surrounding areas to a Cream tea at 
Ridgewood Village Hall on Sunday afternoon. 
The Cream tea was held in celebration of 
Uckfield Lions 50 years of serving the 
community of Uckfield and surrounding areas, 
and was attended by over 50 volunteers and 
carers from around the area. 
Volunteer groups included, Macmiilian cancer 
support, Uckfield Hospital league of friends, 
Uckfield Performance ensemble, Phab, First 
Responders and local groups, Carers included representatives from the Bevan Trust and  Care 
for the Carers group. 
Graham Baldwin welcomed Mayor of Uckfield Spike Mayhew and deputy Jackie Love then went 
on to thank Volunteers’ and Carers for all their hard work in providing help in the community to 
those who need it most  both young and old alike. 
In response Mayor Spike Mayhew echoed Graham’s words and also said all the groups, and 
Uckfield Lions made Uckfield such a good Town to live in. 



TONBRIDGE 
Musical Memories Launch Into Song 

The concept of using music 
to help trigger the recall of 
those with memory 
difficulties has been around 
for a while. There was a 
‘singing for the brain’ group 
organised by the 
Alzheimer’s Society which 
ran in Southborough for 
some time. Sadly, it closed 
last year due to funding 
issues. Music is such a 
powerful therapy for so 
many older people, not just 
those living with dementia. 
So, Christine Parker of 
Tonbridge Dementia 

Friendly Community was overjoyed when Tonbridge Lion Richard Hill and his wife Julie 
approached her and asked if there was a need in Tonbridge for a music group of this type. 
 
An assessment of the local need followed by discussions with Katrina Levett of Rapport Housing 
& Care at Barnes Lodge Care Home and a Kent County Councillor with a member’s grant fund, 
soon enabled the plan for Musical Memories to be developed. 
 
But this is not called a dementia choir. It is open to all older people and allows support for those 
with memory or cognitive issues, with or without a diagnosis of dementia, those with respiratory 
issues such as COPD and those for whom loneliness and isolation makes life difficult. So, a lot 
of boxes ticked including mental health and general well-being. 
 
The initial “trial run” was held on 4rd October and the full “launch,” held on 17th October, was 
attended by Tonbridge Lions Club President, Lofty Bunyon. After joining in with the singing he 
said, “We are delighted to be able to assist in the setting up and running of this event from which 
so much enjoyment and benefit can be clearly seen.” 
 
Christine Parker responded “I think it was one of the best things to happen this year and I’m so 
delighted at how successful it has been after only two weeks. This demonstrates very clearly that 
there was a real need and I’m very grateful to both Tonbridge Lions Club and Councillor Richard 
Long for their financial support and involvement.” 
 
Photo – Getting ready for the opening number – Lion Richard Hill & Julie, Chris Coverly on the 
keyboard, Christine Parker and Lion President Lofty Bunyon. 
 



CHICHESTER 
Chichester Lions Club Model Railway Exhibition 

Over 500 people enjoyed the fun and friendly atmosphere at The 25th Anniversary of the 
Chichester Lions Club Model Railway Exhibition which was held at the Chichester High School 
on Saturday 26th October 2019. 
 
The event was officially opened by the Mayor 
Councillor Richard Plowman who was 
accompanied by the Mayoress and after 
were shown around the exhibition by the 
President of the club Lion Peter Wilson. 
 
There were 22 layouts of various scales and 
sizes ranging from the smallest N gauge 
working exhibits to the largest 5 gauge static 
display on the Bigger Trains stand. In 
between the layouts showed how best to use 
smaller spaces for TT and OO layouts and 
the enjoyment to be had from going to larger 
scales including O gauge clockwork and electric with SM32”s live steam. 
 

Those visitors with children were 
kept very busy on the seven layouts 
which offered self-drive trains for the 
public. The young people loved it 
along with their parents and family’s 
they were also involved with a 
completion answering questions 
about items they could spy on 
displays. 
 
The Junction Café served food and 
drinks continuously throughout the 
day with a good varied menu with a 
top rate service provided by the 
Lions members. 
 
Prizes were awarded at the end of 

the day for the Mayors choice of best layout that being The Tramway and the Lions Presidents 
choice was Little Cleavon. 
 
The Lions Club would like to say a very big Thank You to all those who came and enjoyed the 
show and to those who kindly sponsored it. All proceeds from the Exhibition go to the Lions 
Clubs fund which will assist and support our local community and charitable organisations.  
 
 
 
 
 



FARNHAM 
50 Years A Lion 
During October, members of Farnham 
Lions were delighted to congratulate 
fellow member Roger Booth on 
achieving fifty years as a Lion and for 
his community service during that 
time. Roger and his wife who were 
guests of fellow Lions at a Partners 
Dinner has been and still is very much 
involved in the club’s many activities. 
Roger spent thirty years as a member 
of the Welfare committee which itself 
is a remarkable achievement.  
 
Roger has provided great support to 
many new members and was delighted as we all were to welcome David Riley, our newest 
member to the club. David is the fifth new member to have joined during recent months. 
 
Lion President Phil Alexander presenting Roger Booth with a Certificate of Appreciation, signed 
by our Patron HRH The Countess of Wessex, to mark his 50th year along with new member David 
Riley. 

 

BEXHILL-ON-SEA 
Bexhill Chamber of Commerce Teams up with the Lions 

At the AGM of Bexhill Chamber of 
Commerce and Tourism (BCC&T) held 
at the Club on the Waterfront on 20th 
September 2019, the newly elected 
Chamber President Howard Martin 
announced that for the first time the 
Chamber would be working with a 
nominated charity to help deliver 
projects for good causes in the 
community.  
 
The Charity selected was Bexhill Lions 

– "a perfect fit" as Howard Martin said; “The Lions are a broad sweep charity who are not afraid 
to get their hands dirty when it comes to helping the most needy in our community.” The objective 
of the team up is over the longer term to develop possible joint projects to not only raise money 
for the charity but to also deliver projects for the community. One of the first team ups will be a 
Chamber Team participating in the Lion’s Santa Dash on Sunday December 1st followed by a 
Christmas dinner fund raiser at the Shiplu Restaurant in London Road Bexhill on Monday 2nd 
December." 
 
Lion President Andrea Etheridge added "We are delighted to have this fantastic opportunity to 
work in partnership with the BCC&T. We can see great prospects for the future which will bring 
us together to benefit the people of Bexhill. The members of Bexhill Lions are passionate about 
our local community and working in collaboration with the Chamber will enable us to bring 
together our skills, knowledge and expertise to make an even greater difference." 



SWANLEY AND NORTH DOWNS 
42nd Birthday and Donations of £5,850 
On Thursday 10th October 
Swanley and North Downs 
Lions celebrated 42 years of 
service to the community at a 
dinner held at The Hilltop 
Hotel, Wrotham. Formed in 
June 1977, the club still counts 
four of its founders among the 
current membership. 
 
Joining President Malcolm 
Munro and his wife Ann on the 
top table were Lions 105SE 
District Governor David Butler 
OBE & his wife Judith, and 
Club Vice President David 
Mayes & Alison. Swanley Club 
members, together with their partners and guests, were supported by visitors from Northfleet & 
Ebbsfleet, Darent Valley and Dartford Lions Clubs.   
 
The previous day Swanley club members and Charity Account Trustees had approved donations 
amounting to £5,850, the principal beneficiary being the Ellenor hospice team, who will receive 
£3,500. Others supported will be LIBRA, Lions SE and MD Youth Appeals, the LCIF Dorian 
appeal, the Belarus Trust, Sight Savers, Hi-Kent (aid for the hard of hearing), The Macular Society 
and Porchlight (help for the homeless in Kent). 
 
In the photograph Club President Malcolm can be seen presenting District Governor David with 
£1700 in donations to the Lions projects. 
 

105SE 49th CONVENTION 21st – 22nd FEBRUARY 2020 
It’s All for You 

 
Remember Convention is not only the District’s AGM but there 
is also some great social events and the chance to hear some 
excellent speakers, updates on District projects and ask our 
International Guest your questions about Lions both here and 
around the world. 
 
REGISTER NOW 
 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 

                                                          Contact lynne.ireland68@gmail.com 
 
News articles from Clubs around the District are always very welcome. Please email them 
with photographs to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
The deadline for the December edition is November 25th  

 


