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DG
 I said last month that our current situation was 

without precedent. However, the one thing 
that inspires me is that as Lions we are doing 
what we do best – We Serve. I want to thank 
you all for rising to the challenge. I have been 
blown away by the strength of response that 
you have provided in your communities and I 
urge you all to take pride in what you have 
achieved. Our usual fundraising efforts have 
had to be suspended yet you have been 
pulling out all the stops to engage with your 
communities and getting stuck in to provide 
the help and assistance they need whether it 
be cash or by providing your time and energy – THANK YOU ALL. 
 
I hope this makes you proud to be a Lion. I have never experienced a time 
of greater need and I know some are concerned that when we emerge we 
might experience a lack of membership interest. Well I don’t agree – you 
have proved and continue to prove that where there is a need there is a Lion, 
as you will see from the articles and reports in this newsetter. Our service 
has never been stronger so please be proud of what you do and keep 
reminding those around you of the remarkable difference they could make 
by joining Lions International. 
 
Of course Cabinet and the Forward Planning team are unable to meet 
physically at present but we continue to do so by Zoom. So if you have any 
queries or concerns please reach out to the DG team or our Club Liaisons. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

David 
 

District Governor 
105SE 2019- 2020 
liondwb@icloud.com 
 

 



 
SE News in 2020 – 2021 
As many of you know, as DG, I took on the role of editor of SE News during 
2019-2020 yet always with the intention of handing over the reins at the end 
of my year. I am delighted to report that DGE Ian has appointed PDG Rod 
Weale to take over as editor from 1st July. Rod will continue to use the email 
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk so if you need to contact him please use 
this address from 3rd of June. Rod, Ian and I will be running some tests of 
distribution of SE News direct to members during May, which we hope will 
prove a positive experience for everyone. 
 
On-Line Spring Forum 
Frank Lees has put together a programme for an on-line Spring Forum. The 
essential sessions will be Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Zone 
Chair/Club Liaison, Membership, Trustees. They will not all take place on 
the same day; thus, clashes of interest will be avoided for those who wish 
to participate in more than one session. Further details to follow. 
 
District Cabinet 5 - 14th June 2020 
This meeting has not, at this stage, been cancelled. Any changes or further 
confirmations will be issued in due course. 
 
District Handover – 19th July 2020 
Similarly, the District Handover in July has not been cancelled yet. Any 
changes or further confirmations will be issued nearer the time. 
 
LCI Responding to the Coronavirus 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/coronavirus  
“Lions Clubs International is actively working with our clubs around the 
world and monitoring the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which 
is changing the way we live, work and serve. This Response Center is your 
central source for news and resources impacting Lions. While staff will not 
physically be in the building, staff teams will be working remotely and 
available during business hours to respond to the needs of Lions. You may 
contact LCI staff or LCIF staff as needed.” 
 
LCI’s Top News Stories 
2020 Lions Clubs International Convention Cancelled 
HQ Office Closure Extended 
Election FAQs During COVID-19 
 
LCIF Grants Related to Coronavirus 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/lcif-response 
As at 29th April, LCIF had awarded 137 LCIF grants totalling US$2,784,655. 
Their Facebook page reports “COVID-19 is an unprecedented situation for 
the world. Our foundation responded, first in China, and now in Italy, with 
special designated disaster grants. LCIF awarded a US$350,000 grant to 
support local medical and emergency management efforts in Italy due to 
the extreme scope and scale of the local situation.” 
 
Please send any events or updates for inclusion in SE News 
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
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CHARTERS 
 

8th May 2020 Cancelled 
Midhurst Charter Anniversary 
 

9th May 2020 Cancelled 
Burgess Hill District 65th Charter Anniversary 
 

16th May 2020 Postponed 
Cranleigh & District Charter Anniversary 
 

16th May 2020 Cancelled 
Bexley & Sidcup Charter Anniversary 
 

17th May 2020 Cancelled 
Surrey Borders and Woking Joint Charter Celebrations 
 

23rd May 2020 Cancelled 
Gillingham 50th Charter Anniversary 
 

23rd May 2020 Cancelled 
Brighton Charter Anniversary 
 

30th May 2020 Cancelled 
Thanet Charter Anniversary Lunch 
 

12th June 2020 Cancelled 
Guildford Charter Anniversary 
 

27th June 2020 
Hastings Charter Anniversary 
 

19th September 2020 
Bexhill-on-Sea Charter Anniversary 
 

16th October 2020 
Canterbury Charter Anniversary 
 

24th October 2020 
Dover District Charter Anniversary 
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e  Welcome to our New Members who joined 105SE 

recently: 
 
GEOFFREY ROBINS. Biilingshurst & District  
Congratulations to him, his Sponsor and Club 
 
Our total District membership as at 30th April was 1,325, a 
decrease of 18 from our total of 1,343 on 1st July 2019. 
 
 
Sadly, we have lost 9 members to higher service recently: 
 
BARRIE CANNON, Thanet. 
RAY COOK, Horley. 
HUGH DAVIES, Hythe & Romney Marsh. 
GEORGE HALES, Horley. 
KIRPAL SINGH KALSI, Woolwich & Greenwich. 
JOHN MASON, Selsey & District. 
MARTIN PAGE, Cranleigh & District. 
JOHN SIDE, Deal & Walmer. 
DAVID TRAVIS, Godalming & Villages. 
STANLEY WARD, Paddock Wood & District. 
 

Obituaries 
 
Barrie Cannon 
Thanet Lions Club, with sadness, report that Lion Barrie Cannon passed to 
higher service on 8th April 2020, age 84. Barrie had been a Lion for some 40 
years. For many years in Thanet but also with Whitstable and Wansum 
clubs. Many will remember him as Greeter for District SE. An active club 
member with responsibilities for Membership and locking up after car boot 
events. Always willing to help anyone in need, always there when a Thanet 
Lion was neede. The Lions motto – where there’s a need there’s a Lion, 
Barrie epitomised that sentiment . We send condolences to his wife 
Margaret and family. 
 
 
Ray Cook 
Lion Ray Cook passed to higher service on 4th April 
2020. He was a dedicated Lion who got things done 
and will be sorely missed by his wife of 49 years 
Brenda, and Horley Lions Club. He was President in 
2011, Treasurer of the Charitable Trust for many years 
and later took over the mantle of Club Treasurer a 
position he held until CIO came into force at which 
point, he passed the reigns over to his successor. An 



outstanding worker who fully deserved the Melvin Jones Fellowship which 
was given in 2016. He joined Lions in 1987 and was a wizard with electronic 
equipment often being called in to undertake repairs to one of the Club’s 
two sleighs when the lights or music failed.  He instigated the replacement 
of generators for both the sleighs and Firework display accomplished with 
car batteries and invertors. Through his contacts he positioned a number of 
collecting boxes in the town for old specs which he then delivered on a 
regular basis to Chichester. A tireless worker who will be remembered for 
many a year by the people of Horley and the members of Horley Lions Club. 
 
Hugh Davies 
It is with sadness that Hythe & Romney Marsh Lions Club report the passing 
of Lion Hugh Davies MJF. A Lion for 48 years, Hugh was a founder member 
of Bishop Auckland & District LC serving from 1972/1986 and holding many 
offices including President twice. He also served as District Speech and 
Hearing officer in 105NE. From 1986/88 he joined Knowles & Dorridge LC 
District 105M and held the office of Vice President. 1988/99 Hugh was a 
member of Wrexham Maelor LC District 105BS where he held several 
offices including 2 terms as Club President and Region Membership Officer. 
In 2000 he transferred to Hythe & Romney Marsh LC and brought his vast 
experience and knowledge to our club. He took on the role of Community 
Service Chairman, organised the Christmas Food Voucher Project and 
introduced the Clean Ship Project involving local primary school children 
keeping their school grounds free of litter. Hugh was inspirational to us all 
he is sadly missed not least for his humour; he always ended meetings with 
a funny story or a hilarious joke. A real gentleman and a dedicated Lion.  
 
George Hales  
Horley Lions Club are very sad to report that 
Lion George Hales (1932 – 2020) our longest 
serving Lion has died after a fall.  George joined 
Horley Lions Club in 1961 and was a strong 
supporter of Lions and was President and 
Chair of Welfare during his time.  He was a very 
warm, very humorous and welcoming person 
who also became great friends with one family 
through the twinning that we have with our 
German Club Bad Nauheim. In more recent times his health didn’t let him 
come to Lions Meetings but he would do his best to come to Charter 
Celebrations and Twinning lunches and also made it to the business 
meeting where he was presented with his 50 year chevron. Last year as can 
be seen in the picture above he was very proud to receive his 50 year 
certificate from Lions Patron Sophie Duchess of Wessex presented by Lion 
President Mark Legg, along with his MJF awarded in 2012.  He will be very 
much missed and leaves behind his wife Dee, two sons and grandchildren. 
 
Martin Page  
Lion Martin Page (1943 -2020) joined Cranleigh and District Lions Club on 
3rd March 2014 where he was a popular character with good humour, a 
ready smile and always a story to tell. He was active with the Club’s Social 
Committee and one year organised a successful Race Night fund raiser. 
Martin was a keen Jaguar enthusiast and as a young man enjoyed 
Motorcycle Sidecar Grass Track racing. He was an accomplished chef and 



was ‘King of the Kitchen’, particularly at Christmas time, catering for large 
parties of family and friends. He also enjoyed the odd ale with friends and 
making Sloe Gin and Blackberry Whisky. Martin was also a published author 
of a novel. In late 2019 he moved to a Care Home with Parkinsons and 
Dementia and sadly died on 14th April 2020 as a result of a Chest 
Infection/signs of Covid-19. Our thoughts are with Jan, his wife of ten years, 
and his whole family at this sad time 
 
David Travis  
Godalming & Villages Lions club are saddened by the recent death of Lion 
David Travis, after a long illness. David was a Charter Member of our Club, 
having joined in 1984. He was a keen amateur Magician, and, together with 
his twin brother Derek, entertained at parties & events, including a show at 
our annual Senior Citizens party. In 1989, David and his brother arranged a 
club trip to the Magic Circle in London, which kept us all spellbound! He 
was Club President in 1991, taking part in all club events, more recently as 
the clubs PR secretary. David had a long career as an Estate Agent in the 
town & has been described as ‘The Perfect Gentleman’ a fitting tribute to a 
true & loyal friend. Our thoughts are with his wife Wendy & family. 
 
Would all Club Secretaries please forward details of new members and 
those who have passed to higher service to our Members Welfare 
Officer, Cathy Griggs stephen.cathy@talktalk.net and to the SE News 
Editor senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, would all Club Secretaries please update 
their membership records on MyLCI each month. 
 
 
 

Tr
av

el
lin

g 
Li

on
 

Co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

 
 

   

COGS 22 30th April 2020  
Whitstable & Herne Bay 15   
Thanet 13   
    
Midhurst 8 Lewes 3 
Malling 6 Hastings 2 
    
    
    
    
    

 



Spurred on by need and using their own funds and through 
applications for grants from the MD Foundation, Clubs right 
across the District have been providing Covid-19 related 
assistance in their local communities. 
 
If ever we need a way to demonstrate We Serve and that Where 
There is a Need There is a Lion, then this is most definitely it. 
 
Well done 105SE 
 
Ashford - Awarded £750 MD Grant 
£750 for purchase of filaments required for PPE visors to William Harvey Hospital 
Ashford, local hospices and care homes. 
Bexhill - Awarded £500 MD Grant 
£500 applied for to support NHS staff with drinks, snacks and fresh fruit. 
Bexley and Sidcup 

a. £350 to Ellenor Hospice Emergency Appeal. 
b. £500 to the local Food Bank. 

Billingshurst  
£2,000 for Coronavirus support. 
Bognor Regis 
£1,000 providing support for vulnerable people every day via ‘Beehive’ a local 
family support group. 
Brighton - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 

a. £1,000 delivery of meals to disabled elderly and vulnerable in lockdown. 
b. Already paid/committed £9,200 and expect total to be about £20,000. 

Bromley 
£500 to the Bromley Food Bank. 
Burgess Hill District - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 

a. Emergency Committee established in partnership with Town Council.  
b. £10,000 contribution by club for coronavirus support and an agreed 

additional £15,000 could be made available. 
Caterham Oxted and Godstone - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 

a. £1,000 providing daily shopping, prescription delivery and telephone 
support to about 500 people in the area surrounding the Westway Centre 
Caterham. Immediate needs total £3,820. 

b. Attempting to arrange for the Westway Hub to use the COGs minibus. 
Chanctonbury 
£500 donated o two local food banks. 
Cranleigh 

a. Donation of 30 Easter Eggs to key workers. 
b. Several members registered as ‘Street Champions’ to collect 

prescriptions/shopping for those in isolation. 
c. Working with Meals on Wheels and supporting local Food Bank. 
d. President secured a slot on Cranleigh Community Radio. An hour per week. 

Dartford 
£220 for snacks and bottled water etc to Darent Valley Hospital. Additional funds 
available when required. 
Dover 
£2,000 to aid local care homes and therapy centres. 
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East Grinstead 

a. £500 to East Grinstead Council’s Emergency Fund with another £500 
pledged if required. 

b. £250 to Glen Vue Centre to compensate for no income during shutdown. 
c. £300 to East Park Riding for the Disabled. 

 
Farnham 

a. Helping as traffic marshals at Farnham Hospital for Covid-19 testing. 
Approximately forty hours per week. 

b. One member spending about 9 hours per week helping on Town Council 
helpline. 

Godalming & Villages 
Supporting local charities with small cash donations. All members are in lockdown. 
Gravesend 

a. Gravesend and Northfleet Food Bank £250 each 
b. Support for local vulnerable people £100 
c. Bloodrunners £250 
d. Darent Valley £300 
e. Kent Multiple Sclerosis £500 
f. Demelza Hospice £500 

Guildford 
a. £500 for continued support of the local Food Bank. Two to three hours per 

week. 
b. Set up a Corona virus Information Hub on the Club website with advice and 

contact details. Approximately three to four hours per week. 
c. Collecting prescriptions or shopping for those in isolation. Approximately 

two to three hours per week for each of four members. 
Haywards Heath 

a. £1,000 to the local Food Bank 
b. £300 for local hospital packs 

Horsham 
£2,500 to Horsham Matters Food Bank 
Hythe and Romney Marsh - Awarded £700 MD Grant 
£500 for the Hythe Hub and £200 for the New Romney Hub. 
The Hubs provided collection and delivery of necessities to the most vulnerable 
disabled, unwell etc. 
Lancing & Sompting 
The Co-op has generously awarded the club £7,500 which they are using to 
support the local Food Bank. 
Littlehampton 

a. Telephone contact with senior citizens carried out by seven retired club 
members. 

b. Purchase of pot plants being delivered to care home residents of the District 
c. Provision of emergency funding for persons waiting for cash payments from 

the Government having lost jobs (fuel or energy supplies only, co-ordinated 
by CAB and Arun Wellbeing). 

d. Support fort Littlehampton Larder and Fridge Food Bank Projects. 
Malling 
£1,000 applied for to provide fruit and vegetable boxes for the most vulnerable in 
the community and subsidised boxes to a hospice, care home and Food Bank 
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Northfleet and Ebbsfleet- Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 
a. £150 Shelving and provisions for Swanscombe Food Bank 
b. £1,000 for the Ellenor Hospice Emergency Appeal in Northfleet Kent to 

provide finance for its day to day running costs including nursing and 
medicines. 

c. £500 to Darent Valley Hospital. 
Surrey Borders - Awarded £750 MD Grant  

a. £1,000 (£750 from the MD grant fund) supporting Shooting Star Chase 
Children’s Hospices (Guildford) Coronavirus Appeal. 

b. Supporting Surrey Heath Family Services Food Bank. 
c. Supplying Amenity Kits for homeless young people. 

Swale - Awarded £500 MD Grant 
£500 to support the local Swale Food Bank, a Trussell Trust Foodbank with extra 
money to support the worst off in the local community. 
Swanley and North Downs - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant  
£1,200 to support the Ellenor Hospice comprising £1,000 grant from the MD 
Foundation award and £200 profit from their Easter Egg raffle. 
Tenterden 
Thanet - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 
Following contact with The Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother Hospital items for 
patients and staff have been purchased. 
Tonbridge - Awarded £600 MD Grant 
£600 for three food banks in the Tonbridge area at £200 each. 
Whitstable and Hearn Bay - Awarded £1,000 MD Grant 
£1,000 for food vouchers, health equipment and support to benefit the poor and 
elderly in the community. 
Woking 
£400 of food purchased for the Woking Food Bank. A current online appeal to 
raise further funds for the food bank so far amounts to £1,900. 
Woolwich and Greenwich – Applied for £1,000 MD Grant 

a. Applied for £1,000 for the day to day running of the Greenwich and Bexley 
Community Hospice including nursing care and medicines.  

b. If successful W & G Lions will match the amount now and a further £1,000 
next month making a total of £3,000. 

Worthing 
a. a Worthing Trussell Trust Food Bank £250 
b. b East Worthing Food Bank £250 
c. c Worthing Soup Kitchen £250 
d. d Turning Tides (a local homeless charity) £250 

Zone 4a 
The clubs in Zone 4a are providing ‘Patient Packs’ to Darent Valley Hospital for 
emergency patient admissions. 
 
 
 
 
Please note that the MD Emergency Grant Applications process 
has now been closed. 212 applicatios were received and the vast 
majority approved either in part or in full. In total £140,000 was 
approved, the majority of which has already been paid. 
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?  One Answer to the Fundraising Hiatus? 
Due to the Covid-19 lockdown, 
all Clubs across the District have 
had to cancel their fundraising 
events for this spring and 
summer, and we will all be short 
of funds to meet the service 
needs of our communities. 
 
One suggested fundraising 
activity for this trying time is this. 
Many farmers are currently 
unable to employ the usual seasonal workers to tend and harvest their 
crops. This is not only a problem for them, but also a problem for our 
communities, as it may lead to some food shortages for the rest of this year.  
 
Why not offer the services of your younger, fitter members, plus their friends 
and families, in return for a commensurate donation to your charity 
account? Why not team up with Young Farmers to increase the man-hours 
you can offer? 
 
If you wish to try this, and want to partner with your local Young Farmers, 
please contact Howard Lee on lionhowardlee@sky.com In any case, if you 
try out this idea, please let me know how you get on. 
 
Earning During Lockdown 

Cranleigh & District Lions 
Club have always had a good 
relationship with our local 
Nursery a branch of Notcutts.  
 
One of our Lions, Elwyn, has 
a good location and a yard. 
Notcutts have DONATED 
100s of plants with a Spring 
life left that would have been 
thrown away. Cranleigh Lions, 
keeping our distances, helped 

Elwyn set up tables & gazebos in 
his yard to give these plants away 
for a suitable donation to the 
Club. 
 
So far, we have been given 
around £1,000 by our generous 
plant starved villagers. 
 
If any other club has a 
relationship with a local nursery 
get in touch before it is too late. 
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?  Ever Fancied Trying Your Hand at Origami? 
Well if you have then here is a plan supplied by Peter Wilson from Chichester 
Lions to create a Lion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Bit of Lockdown Humour 
To keep you smiling here is a little ditty by Andrea Etheridge from Bexhill-
on-Sea Lions. 
 
I went to the pharmacy 
To get some masks 
She said to try Boots 
They're 'avin a larf 
You can't wrap a boot 
Round your nose and your chin 
Which bit would you choose 
Where would you begin 
So off I went home 
Thought I'd make one myself 
Looked in the cupboard 
To see what's on the shelf 
A mask is no good 
Made of paper and string 
So I found some old knickers 
They looked just the thing 
I snipped and I sewed 
It all went a bit wrong 
But at last I had made 
A mask out of a thong 
 
 

  



 
LIONS CLUBS AND COVID 19 
District Governor David and everyone involved in District matters hope you 
are all keeping safe and well in these unprecedented times. It is sadly true 
that the majority of us are in the category of 'vulnerable' and are having to 
self-isolate in addition to maintaining social distancing, which makes it very 
difficult for our clubs to give their normal service to our communities. 
 
Due to the above, the majority of clubs are unable to do a great deal apart 
from possibly making donations to help local charities, such as foodbanks, 
but some are still operating in a variety of ways, having adapted their 
activities to best suit the current needs of their communities. 
 
It is now more vital than ever that we ensure our communities are kept fully 
informed about what we are doing to help everyone, to show that we are 
still operating in the current crisis and that we will still be there for them 
when things return to something nearing normality. 
 
We ask you therefore, to keep your website pages up to date and use 
Facebook to inform on a day to day basis what you are doing, even if it is 
simply donations to other local groups. Restrict information to small 
announcements, easily and quickly read, with illustrations and pictures 
where possible, which convey the details of activities very simply and 
effectively. Make sure your pages are liked and shared and try to get them 
linked to other Lions and local group sites. These could be the District 
Facebook pages, (which now has a new Admin, Emma from Woking Lions 
Club emma.courtney@yahoo.co.uk), the MD Website, the Lions Foundation 
‘Giving’ page or the new ‘Lions Delivering Kindness’ Facebook pages. 
 
A huge number of local community support groups have been formed to 
help people with shopping, prescription deliveries, food parcels and other 
basic needs. Contact and try to form an association with these groups to 
help and publicise them via your own websites or preferably Facebook 
pages. They could be a prime source of volunteers and membership when 
the crisis is over and they wish to continue voluntary work. Lions clubs are 
a ready vehicle for them to join, whether it be in an existing club or the 
formation of a new special interest club, tailored to give them the 
opportunity to give the same community service afterwards. 
 
Help and co-operation today won’t easily be forgotten and should pay real 
dividends in the future. 
 
We have to ensure that at the end of all this we will still have our Clubs to 
respond to needs that will arise and which we have no doubt will be greater 
than before. Anything we can do now to keep our Community awareness 
will benefit us greatly in the longer term. 
 
Finally, please let me know about your successes so we can let everyone 
else know too.  
 
Terry Mason 
District PR and Communications 
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HORSHAM 
9th Swimarathon Raises Funds for Horsham Matters 

Despite the difficulties facing our local community as the result 
of the pandemic, 35 of the 40 registered teams turned out to 
support Horsham Lions 9th Swimarathon on Sunday 15 March 
2020. Despite all the difficulties, inside the swimming pool at 
Pavilions in the Park the atmosphere was both joyful and electric. 
It was a day for records being broken, a great achievement all 
round. 35 teams who took part, swam 3,936 lengths in the 25 
metre main pool, beating the 2019 total by 648 lengths. This is 
equal to 65.6 metric miles, again beating last year’s record by 
10.8 metric miles. This event got off to a flying start by The Chair 
of Horsham District Council, Councillor Kate Rowbottom 
sounding the klaxon for the first of five 55minute sessions of 
swimming. The Swimarathon is always held for charity and this 
year it is Horsham Matters. Horsham Lions will be donating the 
majority of its share of the monies raised by this Swimarathon 
and the remaining balance will help local good causes. The 
amount pledged, on the day was £6,631.  
 
 Horsham Matters is a small charity making a big impact on the 
local community. It was formed in 2006. The Charity works to 
relieve hardship through the provision of essential services, 
(food, fuel and, shelter) in order to make a positive long-lasting 
impact on people’s lives. 
 
Horsham Matters wish to develop a community hub, in which 
they work with other organisations and partner agencies to 
provide a “One Stop Shop” for vulnerable residents. This Lions 
Swimarathon will help to achieve this objective. 
 
On behalf of Horsham Lions Club, a delighted Lions President 
Gordon Hoare gave thanks to all participating teams, old and 
new, to their supporters and sponsors for pledging an 
impressive amount of money for a local charity.  
 



CHICHESTER 
A Clearer View of the Third World 

I think as we get older most of us like to look back on pleasant memories of former years. 
This review of the first 10 years of Chichester Lions Club’s Specs Recycling Work now 
seems almost like a Fairy Tale   
 

And like all good Fairy Tales, it starts with those four magic words: 
Once upon a time in far away Worthing there lived a man named Laurence. He was well aware 
of the Importance of Being Earnest, and he WAS very earnest in his work… Laurence was a 
practicing  Opthalmic Optician, and over the years had collected a horde of used spectacles.  He 
was a devout Christian, and as soon as he could he turned his professional skills towards helping 
those with poor sight in “third-world” countries to read their bibles. So Laurence set up the 
MISSIONARY OPTICAL SERVICE : MOS for short.  
 

Using his skills and equipment, Laurence was able to sort out consignments from his collection 
of used specs to send to clinics he had established in African Countries such as Kenya and 
Tanzania. He would spend 3 weeks at the clinic, fitting local people with their specs and training 
those he thought would be capable of carrying on the clinic’s work after he returned home. On 
his return he would send out more supplies to the people he had trained, including any special 
prescriptions for those he was unable to ”fit up” while he was at the clinic. The next year he would 
go to a different African village, so developing a network of his clinics. For many people in Central 
Africa, it was like a fairy story come true….. 
 

Laurence was also the proud father of two daughters who had taken a keen interest in farming. 
Now, the little town of Worthing was not well blessed with the kind of farms they coveted and 
they cast their net further afield.!!.... Their diligent search came up with a farm in Far Off Devon, 
which they thought would suit them rather well. What a Good Idea thought Laurence. The MOS 
is now going great guns; I could leave the Hurly-Burly of urban Worthing  and devote all my time 
to the MOS using a couple of barns in the farm set in the idyllic countryside near Bideford.  And 
so the family moved to the farm at a village called….. you’re not going to believe this …. FAIRY 
CROSS.  
 

So how do the Lions Clubs fit in to all this?   Well, I Joined our Club in October 1979, and only a 
few months later became involved in the collection and recycling of used spectacles. In early 
1980 I was told by my sponsor, the late Lion Al Preddy, with whom I worked in County Hall, that 
the late Lion Jack Miller had a collection of old specs which he was intending to eventually pass 
on to the M.O.S. in Devon. Now, as you know,  Lions Clubs do not discuss party politics or 
sectarian religion, but we became involved with the Missionary Optical Service believing that if 
people could read bibles they would be able to read anything much more easily. I mentioned to 
Lion Al that I was going on holiday to Cornwall later in the year and offered to take Jack’s specs 
and any more that accrued by way of Chichester opticians, doctors surgeries, dental practices, 
hospital departments and similar establishments. By July 1980, there were some 700 pairs in the 
lions Club’s stock (mostly in the roof of my house!) and so, packed in a trunk strapped to the 
car’s roof rack, they came with my wife Sue and our two daughters for a fortnight’s holiday in 
picturesque Porthleven.  
 

Sun-tanned and well-rested by the end of our Cornish break, we set off for MOS at Fairy Cross. 
After a couple of wrong turnings off the North Devon Coast-road, we found the farm, and met 
the legendary Laurence for the first time.  He led us to a couple of stone-built barns which looked 
rather “down-at-heel”. He opened the creaking wooden door and switched on the light. In front 



of us was the most marvelous array of modern, clean and tidy optical testing machines. Laurence 
started to explain the purpose of the equipment, and although very interesting and impressive, 
the finer points were all rather beyond me and my family. So having unloaded the trunk-full of 
specs, and after some very agreeable chat, including the possibility of a similar trip the following 
year, we hit the road for Chichester in a car that was noticeably lighter…..   
 

The rest of 1980 and early 1981 was focused on collecting as many specs as possible from our 
sources in Chichester.  Lions Club members regularly contacted the sources close to their 
homes, and the network of suppliers increased considerably. It was clear by the Spring that our 
collection would greatly exceed the 700 we had previously delivered, so a special trip to MOS 
using the Chichester Lions” Minibus was arranged. After a while when it was clear that our own 
collection would not fill the minibus, other Lions Clubs on the route to Fairy Cross were contacted 
in the hope that: 

1. They might be encouraged to take on specs collection as part of the then fast developing 
Lions International Sight First programme; or 

2. If they were already collecting, we had a ready made destination for their specs to be put 
to very valuable use. 

 

Lions Clubs at Fareham, Southampton, Totton & Eling, Salisbury, Honiton, Exeter and Crediton 
all invited us to call in and take their collections to Fairy Cross... the Fairy Tale was now growing 
towards becoming a reality. 
 

The day for the trip arrived and I, together with Lions Brian Gilbert, Al Preddy, Paul Roake and 
Geoff Whitaker (all 4 of them now sadly passed on to higher service) left Chichester in our Club 
minibus with some 3,000 pairs. The bus was fitted with a roof-rack loaned by Chichester’s Beaver 
Tool Hire to cater for any unexpected large donations.  Collections from Fareham, Southampton, 
and Totton & Eling totalled some 2,500, and the inside of the minibus was starting to get 
cramped. Next stop was Salisbury where Brian Gilbert’s brother was a member. Salisbury Lions 
were well advanced in their specs collecting and offered us nigh on 7,000 pairs. We loaded as 
many as we could, but had to leave about 500 behind – our small minibus with its economy 
engine just couldn’t take any more. So we had to phone Honiton. Exeter and Crediton to say 
what had happened, and we would put them on the list for 1982.  
 

You might think that we would now have a straightforward journey to Fairy Cross through 
Somerset and Devon with no stops needed. And it would have been but for the heavy load we 
were carrying - 5 people and 12,000 pairs of specs. Getting the minibus along the narrow lanes 
and up the steep hills in the West Country involved an awful lot of gear-changing to coax the 
poor old bus to MOS.  We made it by about 4pm, and there was the expectant Laurence to meet 
us, help us unload, and give us a very welcome tea!  After unloading, the 5 of us “flew” back to 
Chichester in what felt like an almost empty minibus.  
 

During the following year our operation expanded from one of collection and distribution to 
include initial sorting of the specs to weed out those which were not suitable for onward 
distribution. The work was carried out in a Terminus Road warehouse owned by sign maker Lion 
Bernard Cooper. It was not long before stick-on signs were being made for flip-top waste bins 
which were then distributed all over the country to other Lions Clubs interested in being involved 
in “our” project. The extra work needed was undertaken largely by the late Chichester Lions John 
Marshall and John Lanham. Similar collection bins can be seen in Chichester and many other UK 
towns and Cities to this day….. Other Lions closely involved in the sorting operation at this time 
included Al Preddy, Cyril Hooker, Roger Bailey, and Paul Roake.  In the Spring of 1983, another 
12,000 specs were delivered to Fairy Cross. The Fairy TALE had certainly now become a reality, 



and our Club had come to realize just how great was the demand for used specs in Third World 
countries. 
 

In early 1985, at a time when our Club was visiting other Clubs regularly as part of the Travelling 
Lions programme, a small group of Chichester Lions, of which I was one, visited Newhaven, 
Peacehaven and Seaford Lions Club (NPS for short). Half-a-dozen of their members had just 
returned from a short holiday in France with their wives.  This had been a special trip by boat to 
Dieppe, each passenger carrying two plastic shopping bags full of specs. From Dieppe they went 
by train to Le Havre where the specs were donated to Medico France, the charity established by 
French Lions to help those in need of medical care. We learned from our Newhaven colleagues 
that the French Lions’ specs recycling programme figured prominently in Medico’s activities, and 
it was something we were keen to link into. So after fruitful discussions, NPS Lions periodically 
delivered their collections to Chichester for onward transit to Le Havre in our minibus.  On our 
first run, with considerably more specs than just ours and Newhaven’s, we delivered to MEDICO 
FRANCE 10,000 specs and 3,000 lenses. It was a very successful trip and turned out to be the 
first of many French Spektreks, later being “mirrored” by visits from Le Havre Lions to Chichester 
which continue to this day…  
 

And the Fairy Story still continued at Fairy Cross, with MOS  – remember them? – still receiving 
as many as they could handle. 
 

Soon, specs were being received from places such as Dover, Exeter, Gateshead, and Leicester. 
A regular 6-monthly consignment was delivered by a postman from Wymondham Lions Club 
near Norwich in his vintage Royal Mail van. The numbers being delivered were far in excess of 
the storage capacity of the Terminus Road property, and in due course receipt of consignments 
of specs was undertaken by Bartholemews (animal feed company and agronomists based in 
Chichester). Sorting was transferred to a dis-used building at Graylingwell Hospital with whom 
agreement had been reached to use it free of charge.  
 

The collection network widened, and the increasingly growing stock of specs was such that our 
Club members were finding it very difficult to keep pace with sorting. Links were established with 
the Prison Service, and they agreed to receive van loads of specs to be sorted at prisons such 
as Ford (near vLittlehampton), Parkhurst and Albany on the Isle of Wight, Bellmarsh (London), 
and Durham, the sorted specs being returned to Chichester for onward dispatch to the Third 
World.  
 

During the late ‘80s, links with other Clubs strengthened; our Presidents regularly joined the trips 
to Le Havre, and the October Dinner Meeting was made a special occasion to entertain Le Havre 
Lions and reps of Medico France. 
 

The following is an extract from B&I LION of Jan 1991 
The ever increasing demand for used specs led to a link-up in 1988 with Vision Aid Overseas 
(VAO)a British Charity established in 1985 to promote the visual welfare for eye health of under-
privileged people overseas. 
 

In the summer of 1988, Chichester Lion Geoff  Whitaker spent three weeks in Tanzania with VAO, 
taking with him 2,000 pairs of specs collected by his Club, and helping VAO in their work to help 
the people of Mwanza. “We do what we can to help those less fortunate than ourselves to a 
better future just by being able to see more clearly” – said Lion Geoff. 
 



During 1990 the scheme was widened still further. Links were established with Help The Aged 
and BOOTS Opticians, and a joint national campaign produced over 460,000 pairs of specs in 
just 6 months. Many of these were distributed in Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Senegal, 
Sri Lanka, India, Zanzibar, Jamaica, Bolivia and Brazil. 
 

In their sixth annual “SPECTREK” to Le Havre in 1990, Chichester Lions delivered another 50,000 
pairs of specs to Medico France, and Chichester Lion Paul Roake organized the shipment of 
1,000 pairs to Malawi. 
 

The whole operation is financed by the many Lions Clubs throughout the land who support the 
Chichester Lions scheme, by P&O Ferries who sponsor the Chichester Lions’ trips to Le Havre, 
and by Chichester businesses including City Sign Centre, Gauntlett International, and Southshore 
Packaging.   
That concludes the extract from B&I Lion 
 

So the 10-year resume finishes by noting that, in 1990, a Chichester Lion closely involved with 
the project said:  “A lot has been done, but more help is needed to improve the quality of life for 
those in the Third World who find it difficult to see”  
 

You will all know that the project continues to this day, albeit with a different emphasis, and that 
members of this Club are always on the look out for more outlets both at home and abroad to 
satisfy the apparently endless demand for used specs.  
 

LION CHRIS CHENEY, Chichester Lions Club 

THANET 
Covid 19 Response 

Thanet Lions Club provide 4 microwaves 
and 5 rapid boil kettles for the Day Care 
Unit, which is now a Covid 19 ward and 
Intensive Care Unit. 
 

The 135 staff had no facilities for heating 
up food whilst on a 12-hour night shift. 
They also only had one hot water boiler 
which took time to reheat for hot drinks. 
 

Now they can have a quick hot meal and 
a hot drink during their arduous shift and 
a well-earned break. 
 

We put the post on our club Facebook page and not only did it get many shares but achieved 
7000 likes in just 24hours. Great use of our Emergency Grant and PR for the club. 
 

 



TONBRIDGE 
Support During the Covid 19 Crisis 

Tonbridge Lions Club received a share of the 
£100,000 grant fund from the Lions Clubs 
Foundation of the British Isles, launched to 
support local communities during the COVID-
19 crisis. 
 
They utilised their £600 grant to support three 
local food banks – Nourish Community 
Foodbank, Sustain at Tonbridge Baptist 
Church and Feast at Tonbridge Methodist 
Church. A donation of £200 was given to each 
of them. Club President Keith Bunyon said, 
“This Coronavirus pandemic is hurting lots of 
local people in lots of different ways - just 
because we are all social distancing doesn’t stop us from caring.” In expressing their thanks 
Nourish Community Foodbank said that at this time they have seen a huge increase in demand 
for their services with weekly deliveries almost at the 200 mark. 
 
Lion President Keith Bunyon and Rory the Lion were unable to present the cheques personally 
due to the movement restrictions but were able to send the money electronically. 
 

TONBRIDGE 
Where There’s a Need There’s a Lion 

Lions clubs are well known for stepping up to the mark in any 
emergencies. In the current crisis, Tonbridge Lions Club became 
aware of the need to support 
the vulnerable and ‘at risk’ 
members of their community.  
 
The members of the club that 
were able, immediately came 
forward to help and are now 
actively involved in shopping 
for and delivering the 
shopping to people that have 
no-one else to carry out this 
important task for them. 

 
Tonbridge President Lofty & his wife Joan shopping for those who can’t get out and President 
Lofty delivering the shopping. 
 
 
 
 



FARNHAM 

Fighting Covid-19 
When Farnham Lion Joanna (Jo) Michaelides was asked to seek 
volunteers to help at the Covid-19 referral centre at Farnham 
Hospital, she automatically put out a call to all her fellow Farnham 
Lions. Jo is a St John Ambulance trainer and a Community First 
Responder, as well as the lead in Farnham Lions Heartstart (CPR 
training) project. Of course, as in many Lions Clubs, quite a number 
of Farnham Lions are in the “at risk” categories. However, those who 
were able were more than happy to respond. Other community 
groups and individual volunteers were also recruited, and the 
required numbers were soon met. The drive-through centre is open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. five days a week in the car park of Farnham 
Hospital. Clients come from Farnham, Fleet, Aldershot and 
Camberley, and have to be referred by a Doctor, or by the NHS 111 
‘phone line. Wearing PPE and observing social distancing rules, the 
volunteers marshal the cars through the testing system, relaying the 

patient information to the medical staff who perform the tests. Being an open-air service, the 
good weather is a boon, so let’s hope it stays fine! 
 

EASTBOURNE 

Lions Find Inventive Solution 
Eastbourne Lions first call to arms was for assistance with a chap who had been moved into 
sheltered accommodation with nothing but the clothes he stood up in. We know not why. His 
immediate and most urgent need was for a bed and a fridge. In normal times - no problem. Pop 
to Argos or Furniture Now and job done but of course both of these outlets were closed for the 
duration. We needed to be inventive. We searched the local Facebook Buy and Sell and found 
the bed, co-opted a friend with a van collected and delivered the bed with only minimal crossing 
of the social distancing rules. The Fridge was slightly more difficult and was found in a village 
some 15 miles away but hey ho needs must. We managed to get a full size fridge into a Toyota 
Aygo (with a little persuasion!) and all was achieved in two days from the call from the sheltered 
accommodation Manager. It was heartening to hear her say that all the Charities that she had 
approached for assistance were very concerned but The Lions Club were the only ones that 
offered practical assistance. Where there's a need! 
Meanwhile we have donated £1,400 to the Eastbourne Foodbank and £1,400 to Matthew 25 
Mission, Eastboure a charity assisting local people in need. 
 
We were also asked to locate and deliver four defibrillators to Covid-19 Triage centres, called 
Hot Hubs being set up in Eastbourne, Hastings, Hailsham and Seaford we managed to borrow 
them from 2 hotels and 2 schools that are currently closed and deliver them to the local 
distribution point. 
 
 
 

 

News and articles from around the District are always very welcome. Please email them to 
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk The deadline for the June edition is May 24th  

 


