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Today and every day

A few words from the DG

April 2020

I imagine, that like me, you are all
experiencing a time that none of us
expected. After a very enjoyable beginning
to March involving my final Club visits a
charter celebration in Bognor Regis,
Tonbridge’s 70th Charter Anniversary (the
photo on the right is a presentation of an
MJF at that event to Michael Adams) and
Zone 2B’s It’s a Knockout, we are now in
extremely challenging times. As a result this
is a very different Newsletter.
Instead of the usual format, the District’s Forward Planning Committee, at
their online meeting on 25th March, agreed to use the Newsletter to bring
together updates on Conventions, postponed charters, Cabinet meetings
and as much information on how Clubs can operate in these unprecedented
times, together with a mechanism for everyone to share ideas for helping
and volunteering in your communities. We may all be confined to barracks
but I should like to reassure you that the business of Lions is and will
continue, albeit electronically rather than face to face.
Please, please keep abreast of the guidelines coming from Public Health
England and the Government and above all else keep safe. However, at the
same time take heart from some of the incredibly positive stories that are
emerging of how people are finding inventive ways of keeping spirits high,
educating children at home and, where it is safe to do so, finding ways to
help others.
With best wishes,

David
District Governor
105SE 2019- 2020
liondwb@icloud.com

International Convention 26th - 30th June 2020
Our International President, Dr Choi announced on 21st March that the Lions
Clubs International Convention, scheduled for 26-30 June 2020, will not be
held as originally planned in the city of Singapore. Executive Officers and
the Convention Division team have been exploring alternative options. Any
changes surrounding the convention site and times are subject to Board
approval, and will be shared with Lions as soon as available.
Lions International will issue full refunds for all registration fees paid. At this
time, they have asked that you do not contact LCI Registration to inquire
about your registration, ticket or housing cancellations as they establish
their cancellation details.

Multiple District Convention 1st – 3rd May
Council Chairman, Stewart Sherman-Kahn announced on 16th March that
“having held an online meeting with the Council of Governors last night I am
sorry to advise you that the decision has been made to postpone the
MD105 Convention which was due to take place 1-3 May 2020 in
Birmingham.
The Council will be meeting again next weekend to work on alternative
proposals for holding a Convention perhaps online and updates on this will
follow. All payments for events over the weekend which have been made
will be refunded in due course but please be patient as this will take some
time to be done by your MDHQ Team.”

UPDATES
LCI Headquarters, Oak Brook
The Illinois State government in USA announced on 20th March a stay-athome order starting at 5pm Saturday through at least April 7. The measures
included the requirement to cease all non-essential services in the state.
Lions Clubs International is identified as non-essential. To comply with the
state mandate, the Lions Clubs International Headquarters in Oak Brook will
be closed at least until April 7, 2020.
While staff will not physically be in the building, staff teams will be working
remotely and available during business hours to respond to the needs of
Lions. You may contact LCI staff or LCIF staff as needed.

MDHQ Headquarters, Birmingham
MDHQ is not open to visitors. This decision was not made lightly, however,
in view of the current situation it would make sense for us to stop any visits.
Brigitte, Jan and Stephanie are working from home and available by email.
Please do not request any MIAB or other supplies until further notice.

Spectacle Recycling
Chichester Lions Club has announced that it is suspending the Spectacles
& Hearing Aids Project at the Apuldram Centre. Please do not send or
deliver any spectacles to the centre for the foreseeable future and until they
have released a statement that they are fully operational again. They will try
to keep their website updated on www.chilions.org.uk

Events and updates

EVENTS

District Cabinet 26th April 2020
This meeting has been cancelled. The District Governor team will be
discussing alternative mechanisms to conduct Cabinet business and will
issue further information as soon as possible. Currently, we expect reports
will be circulated as normal and that the meeting will be held by
video/telephone conference, albeit with the possibility of restricting video to
those presenting to ensure the necessary bandwidth for all to participate.
As we do so we will ensure that the meeting is quorate with 50% + 1
members connected.

District Membership Meeting 27th April 2020
This meeting will now take place electronically. Further information will be
sent out by our District membership Chairman as soon as possible.

Spring Forum 17th May 2020
Spring Forum has been cancelled. However, due to the important nature of
this training event, our District Leadership Chairman is looking into
alternative methods of delivering the necessary training. Once again, further
information will be available in due course.

District Cabinet 14th June 2020
This meeting has not, at this stage, been cancelled. Any changes or further
confirmations will be issued in due course.

Accounts Package Demonstration Event 22nd August 2020
The event originally planned for 28th March has now been rescheduled for
22nd August 2020.

MD105 Youth Exchange Programme 2020
Keith Mates, District Youth Exchange Officer has advised that this year’s
programme has been cancelled. He has stood down those Lions who have
offered hosting but has asked that all Club Secretaries be aware that it has
been cancelled.

Please send any events or updates for inclusion in SE News
to – senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

Events and updates

PLANNED MEETINGS AND TRAINING EVENTS

28th March 2020 Cancelled
Crowborough & District Charter Anniversary

4th April 2020 Cancelled
Billingshurst & District 46th Charter Anniversary

4th April 2020 Postponed
Rottingdean and Saltdean Charter Anniversary

11th April 2020 Cancelled
Folkestone 50th Charter Anniversary

19th April 2020 Cancelled
Swale Charter Anniversary

25th April 2020 Cancelled
Ashford 2nd Charter Anniversary

25th April 2020 Cancelled
Adur East 20th Charter Anniversary

8th May 2020 Cancelled
Midhurst Charter Anniversary

9th May 2020 Cancelled
Burgess Hill District 65th Charter Anniversary

16th May 2020 Postponed
Cranleigh & District Charter Anniversary

16th May 2020 Cancelled
Bexley & Sidcup Charter Anniversary

17th May 2020 Cancelled
Surrey Borders and Woking Joint Charter Celebrations

23rd May 2020 Cancelled
Gillingham 50th Charter Anniversary

23rd May 2020 Cancelled
Brighton Charter Anniversary

30th May 2020 Cancelled
Thanet Charter Anniversary Lunch

12th June 2020
Guildford Charter Anniversary

27th June 2020
Hastings Charter Anniversary

16th October 2020
Canterbury Charter Anniversary

24th October 2020
Dover District Charter Anniversary

Charter Anniversaries

CHARTERS

Membership Update

Welcome to our New Members who joined 105SE
recently:
KATIE BAILEY. East Grinstead
STEPHEN DALE. East Grinstead
TONY HARVEY. East Grinstead
Congratulations to them, their Sponsors and their Clubs

Our total membership within the District as at 25th March was
1,339 which is a decrease of 4 from our total of 1,343 at the
beginning of the year. So, it’s still membership, membership,
membership please.
Would all Club Secretaries please forward details of new members and
those who have passed to higher service to our Members Welfare
Officer, Cathy Griggs stephen.cathy@talktalk.net and to the SE News
Editor senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk

In addition, would all Club Secretaries please update
their membership records on MyLCI each month.

from the Council Chairman

from the Council Chairman

Have you got a good idea?

Many Clubs are coming up with novel ways to assist
in their communities, either organising help for those
in need, collecting food or prescriptions and
developing ideas to raise community spirits.
If your Club has just such an idea then we want to
hear about it.
Our District PR Chairperson, Terry Mason, is
collating these ideas, so just drop him an email on
mason831@sky.com and he will organise publishing
the idea on the District website so that all Clubs can
use it where appropriate in their local community.
As one example, the community help card below was published in CC
Stewart’s latest Newsletter.

Please remember as you volunteer, wherever possible, do so under the
Lions banner and wear you Lion’s shirt, jumper or Hi-Viz. Our communities
have appreciated the service we give for a very long time and it is important
that we let them know we are there for them in these difficult times.

Recommendations from our MD CNRO, Trevor Kell
LCI have issued a letter to Districts and Multiple Districts outlining the steps
that can be taken to hold Constitutionally mandated elections in the
situation where Government has limited or banned public gatherings.
Whilst this letter is aimed at elections for District, MD and International level
posts, the pragmatic approach would be to follow the same guidance for
club elections during this current pandemic, to protect the safety of the
public and to prevent the potential spread of the Covid-19 virus.
You should issue an official call or notice to all members prior to your
elections meeting, this should include details of
1. The manner in which voting will be conducted
2. When outstanding dues must be paid to entitle members to vote
3. When elections will end and ballots must be received (or
postmarked, if by mail) in order to be considered valid
(The Club should be able, if required, to provide evidence that all members
received the necessary information.)
Where possible, we strongly recommend that all Clubs seek to comply
strictly with the International Constitution and By-Laws and mandatory
provisions of the Standard Club Constitution and By-Laws in order to
minimize the likelihood of an election complaint being filed. Please note that
all actions taken in good faith by a respective Club in an effort to ensure a
free and fair election will be taken into consideration in the event a formal
election complaint is filed.
It will therefore be permissible during this pandemic that your Club may wish
to consider voting either by email or by post for Club Officer elections. The
Club should consider whether all its members have access to, and are fully
conversant with email before adopting the email voting. If your Club is able
and confident that all members can participate in such a meeting, it may be
possible to hold online meetings. I cannot stress strongly enough that if you
choose to do this then the voting meeting must be quorate. Advice from LCI
is available on holding ‘Virtual’ meetings from LCI.
https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/virtual-clubs

Advice from our District CNRO, Chris Iles
The Standard Club Constitution states:
ARTICLE VI Meetings
Section 6. ALTERNATIVE MEETING FORMATS. Regular and/or special meetings
of this club and/or board of directors may be held through the use of alternative
meeting formats, such as teleconference and/or web conference upon initiation of
the President or by any three (3) members of the board of directors.

So, unless any Club’s constitution specifically negates that statement then
there is no reason why meetings should not be held that way. Presumably
Internet clubs do this anyway.
Regarding the elections I would suggest that Secretaries ask for
nominations by email, then send out a voting paper by post or email for
members to complete and return either by post or by email. The Board of
Directors can then count the votes and declare the results.

Meetings and Elections

Many Clubs have asked for guidance on conducting
meetings and elections during Covid-19 restrictions

TONBRIDGE
Senior Single Citizens Tea Party
On Saturday 29th February 140 seniors
who live alone, were treated by
Tonbridge Lions Club to afternoon tea
and entertainment at Tonbridge
Baptist Church. There they were
entertained by the Lions members and
their ladies with “guest spot”
performances provided by the cast of
Tonbridge Community Pantomime, the
Tringham Sisters, Ken Packer and
Simon Denton.
They also had a guest performance by
Shakespeare21 from Hadlow who performed movement
sequences to three short Shakespeare monologues. Musical
accompaniment was also provided by Mike Golding (guitar), Chris
Coverly (keyboard), Alan Baker (guitar) and John Nye (drums).
During the interval tea, sandwiches and cakes, made by the Lions
members’ ladies, were served. The Mayor of Tonbridge & Malling
Borough Council, Councillor Jill Anderson, was in attendance and
helped by pouring tea for the eldest guest, 96 year old Mrs Patricia
Massara.
Lion Neal Charlesworth, chairman of the organising committee, said “It gives us all great pleasure
to see so many people enjoying themselves and we thank our guest artists and musicians for
making the entertainment show go so well.”

MAIDSTONE
MJF for Zone Chairman Derek
Maidstone Lions President David Frost presented Lion
Derek Ransley with a Melvin Jones Fellowship Award at
our last meeting for all his work he has undertaken for
Lions over the years.

A Thank You From One Of Our Visitors At Convention

BURGESS HILL DISTRICT
65th Birthday Celebrations

Birthday cake congratulating the Club on their 65th
especially by Mia Clift.

Burgess Hill District Lions had three
more surprises celebrating their 65th
birthday on Monday evening16th March
at their club meeting. The first was a
handmade card from the pupils of
Woodlands Meed School and the
second
surprise
was
another
handmade card from Burgess Hill
Youth. Third was a big surprise in the
form of a large
birthday made

The sad part of the evening came when the Lion President John Rankin
announced under guidelines issued by the government and Lions H.Q
The Book Den at 86 – 88 Church Walk will be closed with immediate
effect till further notices. Lions will not hold meetings for twelve weeks
and all Lions Charity meals are cancelled till further notice. We hope to
be back in action as soon as we are allowed in the meantime stay safe.

TONBRIDGE
Tonbridge Club Celebrates 70 Years
Tonbridge Lions Club held their 70th annual Charter Anniversary Dinner
Dance recently at The High Rocks in Tunbridge Wells. Lion President Keith
Bunyon and his wife Joan, welcomed the guests of honour, the Mayor of
Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council Cllr. Jill Anderson, Tonbridge
Rotary Past President Peter Wheeler, Chairman of Tonbridge Round Table
Simon Gutteridge and Lions District 105SE Governor David Butler. One
hundred and forty people attended including members from nine other local
Lions and Lioness clubs.
The Dinner Dance was a very special occasion for Tonbridge Lions long
serving member, Past District Governor Lion Michael Adams who was
presented with a Melvin Jones Fellowship. Presenting the award District
Governor David Butler congratulated
Michael on his achievement in receiving
the highest honour that can be bestowed
on a member of a world-wide
organisation with 1.3 million members. A
25 year service goblet was award to Lion
Michael Edwards and the Club President, Lion Keith Bunyon,
received on behalf of the club a Certificate of Appreciation for 70
years community and charity service.
The raffle, with a major prize given by Brampton Windows Ltd,
raised £750 and was donated to the Mayor’s Charity, CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young)
News and articles from around the District are always very welcome. Please email them to
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk The deadline for the May edition is April 24th

