
                 Minutes of online Twinning Meeting Oct 24, 2020 

  
Time: 20.20 – 22.20 

Participants: RRI MD 103 Sylvie Dinneweth  
DG 103 IDF EST Philippe Meignan 
DGe 103 IDF EST Yves Brousseau  
2. VDG 103 IDF EST Philippe GUILLEMENOT  
DGe 105 SE Steve Coe  
IRO Phil Robinson and PDG Jackie Robinson 
DG 111 MN Jürgen Waterstradt  
DGe 111 MN Roswitha Hahn  
IRO/GB Stefan Wagner  
IRO/F Dr. Joachim Weitzig 
Red SE 105 news Rod Weale  

Minute taker: Roswitha Hahn 
Numbers according to invitation agenda. 
 
1. 
Sylvie opens the meeting and greets all participants.  
 
2. 
Words of welcome by Philippe, Yves, Jürgen and Steve. 
 
3. 
Minutes of April 20, 2020 approved. 
 
4. 
In the districts nobody is known to have passed away because of Covid19. 
Stefan is preparing a list of former IROs/PDGs. 

a) -      Philippe: Because of Covid no new projects have been begun. Times are difficult. With a 
LCIF grant of $ 200.000 masks could be bought. 
- Jürgen: Since end of June clubs meet physically. There are a lot of activities, but also 

several cancelled. The collection of money is continuing. 
- Steve: All clubs meet online. But members seem to drift away from membership. There 

are a lot of restrictions in Wales and Northern Ireland. 
- Phil enumerates the restrictions given in Northern England 

b) -      Philippe: in the district there are 880 members, it is a district in transition. The future is 
not splendid, only video conferences. Lions need to be closer to the population and help 
people in need. 
- Jürgen: 111 MN has 4245 members in 133 clubs. 2 clubs are waiting to be opened. All in 

all a stable situation but depending on Covid. 
- Rod: 65 clubs with 2276 members, no physical meetings, only online. No new clubs. 

c) -      Philippe: Money (2.000 €)  has been given to clubs to acquire new members. In general, a 
member only stays 7-8 years with his club. It is paramount to create new clubs. 
- Jürgen: The German structure is completely different. Members stay on for a life time. 

There is concern about the average age of clubs. A list of activities during Covid times 
exists.  

- Comparison:   average age   % women 
England  70   26 
Germany  61   16 
France   62   24 

- Steve: There are different types of clubs. A virtual club is going to be opened. 
- Phil: There is hope to found clubs in smaller villages, because with Covid there is a lot of 

help, the plan is to turn volunteer work into a club. 



d) Jürgen shows slides of the project “Agroforst” in Ethiopia. There trees have been cleared, the 
ground is not fertile any longer, income has dropped. Ethiopian farmers are to be persuaded 
to plant trees again, but trees that raise the water level and help to retain the water. 18 
training centres with 10.000 farmers are planned, 200.000 trees are to be planted.  
Project volume: € 660.000 
      500.000  Subsidies from German Government 
        60.000  Antonia Ruut Foundation 
     100.000  District 111 MN 
If clubs in England or France helped, it would be very much appreciated. 
 
Phil gives an up-date on the cooperation with young farmers. Also a cooperation with young 
medical professionals is being sought. Phil assures that under the guidance of Howard Lee a 
team has been identified who take care of founding new clubs. 

 
5a.  
The next convention in England will be held online on the 6th February, 2021. 
In France it will be on the 11th April. 
In Germany a physical convention is planned for the 24th April in Frankfurt with a visit to the new OLD 
TOWN as partner programme. 
 
5b. 
Steve informs about a great event in early February 2022. 
 
5c. 
MD convention 103 will take place in Marseille from 14-16th May 2021. 
MD convention 105 has not been finalized, online, perhaps 1st May. 
MD convention 111 takes place from 28-30th May in Mannheim. 
 
6a. 
In Belarus the political situation is difficult, but Chris Iles keeps contact. Jürgen suggests to ask 
whether any necessities are wanted and then sent. 
Phil informs that the roof of the orphanage school has not been finished and that the school for the 
blind needs further help. 
 
6c. 
Roswitha reports that the European Symposium was set up by Regina Risken and Gudrun Yngvadottir 
to compensate for the Europaforum which could not take place this year. Regina is content that 
2.000 people were online participating in the seminars offered and that there was a huge sum of 
money (20.000€ ?) given voluntarily on this occasion. The money will be given back to clubs who 
have a special environmental project and apply for it. 
 
7.  
On behalf of Jean-Mary Sylvie thanks Joachim for the masks given to 103 at the beginning of the lock-
downs which was reported in the LION. Joachim offers another project with the French: There was a 
LQ seminar in his region about “Social Responsibilities make democratic values” given to 15 young 
teachers and Joachim thinks that this seminar could be repeated with the participation of French 
teachers. Precondition would be GREEN LIGHT from the French and language abilities (German or 
English) on the side of teachers. 
 
8. 
Roswitha has already set up a plan with Stefan and Christine Zips to celebrate the 45th anniversary 
with 105 and the 40th anniversary with 103 during her 2nd convention in the week after Easter 2022. 
Arrival on Thursday, Friday 21st 2022 Boat tour on the river Rhine (world heritage area), in the 
evening festivity act with 3-course-dinner, Saturday convention, dinner in the SPIELBANK called the 
mother of Monte Carlo, Sunday twinning meeting from 9-11, departure. Roswitha would be very 
pleased if a lot of “normal” Lions would also participate. 
 



Stefan reports that during the MD in 2023 an IRO (and similar jobs) meeting will be organized by him 
to create a platform for European cooperation of IROs. 
 
Philippe closes the meeting by thanking everybody for their attendance and expressing the wish to 
meet again, hopefully physically. 
 
October 26, 2020 
Roswitha Hahn 


