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Alone we can do so little -Together we can do much (Part II) 

If you are 87, a supporter of Lions and take part in one of the  best events that a 
Lions Club organises then you deserve to be on the front page.  

There is a full report “inside” but Swanley and North Downs LC will hopefully 
have raised £7000 in this, the fifteenth year of this truly “Lions” event. Only goes 
to show that thinking out the box can bring rewards! More on this event on Page 
5.  

This issue is being “put to bed” from Greece where Ed’ in enjoying the Europa 
Forum—a few photos on Pages 16 & 17 and an interesting pic of a Greek Gas 
station with no queue! 

Convention News on Page 6 and the booking forms  

will be in the next SE NEWS 
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Words of Wisdom 

It is with much regret having to advise that Swanley & North Downs will 

cease operations at the end of December.  I am pleased to say that they 

are going out ‘in style’ with having their Charter celebrations taking place 

this month. 

On the ‘proposed’ new Clubs and the ‘resurrection’ of Old Clubs 

programme, members of the Management Team are working closely 

together to ensure we reach out and meet with members of the 

community who have shown interest in those areas where such Clubs are 

being considered.  We are all being very positive in our endeavours and are 

hopeful that we will achieve our aims by the end of the Lions year. 

I recently visited one of our existing Clubs who were on their third Club Meeting following the end of lockdown, 

with looking to induct five new members all aged 50 or under!  The opening up from lock-down has enabled Clubs 

to be positive in their approach to recruit new members and I know that Clubs have benefitted from approaching 

volunteers who assisted Lions with the vaccine roll-out.   

Let’s all keep up our positive attitudes as well as bringing fun and friendship to prospective new members. Ask 

them what events and what activities they would like to see – make them feel welcome, value their ideas and, yes, 

forget the words ‘we’ve done it before – it won’t work’.  I say ‘yes, what a great idea – we will give you our backing, 

put your plan together …………….’. 

Our 50th Anniversary – Plus 1 Convention is in the planning stages, under the Chairmanship of Lion David Burstow 

and Lion Lynne Ireland, and will be held on the 4th /  5th February 2022 at the East Sussex National Hotel, Uckfield.  

50 years plus is definitely something to be celebrated and we would love you all to be part of this celebratory 

weekend.  Look out for all the latest news which will be arriving in your inbox via your Club Secretary – you won’t 

be disappointed. 

Keep up the good work!   

Ian 

DG Ian Forbes 

 

 

 

Membership is of prime importance be it retention or enrolling new members, so we 

should get together to bridge the gap by reversing the downward trend. We are in the 

midst of increasing membership as well as forming Branch Clubs.  

Now that the Covid seems to be declining, it is time that we should make much initiative to increase community 

services. Lions indeed are doing yeomen service during these difficult times by volunteering at Covid inoculation 

centres.  I should stress that it was a great pleasure meeting Lions and friends F2F at Cabinet 1 in Shamley Green 

and I am confident and foresee that more clubs would follow suit in F2F meetings as Charter celebrations are 

already in the pipeline. 
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In this issue, News from a good many Clubs that are getting back on their feet with live events 

and activities. Last minute reports from the Europa Forum in Greece and a few pics and words 
from a trip to Germany by your intrepid editor—attending 3 events in 4 days, including the 

Autumn Convention.  

Convention News on Page 5—Lion David Burstow and his team are working hard to ensure we 
all have fun when we meet in Uckfield in February. We should claim a WORLD EXCLUSIVE as 

the first time the Convention badge has been seen—is here—SE NEWS!!! 

Competition news too, from DO Mike Shaw—the Travelling Lion must be a foregone conclusion 
after the Ed’ travelled 471 miles to attend a meeting in Weilburg in Germany—will my claim be 

upheld? I fear not but watch this space. ENJOY this edition, my thanks to all the contributors. 
STAY SAFE—RW 

SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)  

Editor PCC Rod Weale  

Contributions to pdgrodweale@outlook.com (see below) 

The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially 

represent the policies of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105 (British 

Isles).  

Please note the instructions regarding the submission of articles and the email to send them to.  Much 

of my time is spent trying to get the articles formatted and spaced correctly. Life would be so much 

easier if the articles arrived as requested.  

CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES  

Having spent a great deal of tie re-editing some of the contributions this month—a further plea. 

Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG. Please send individual 

images, numbered if necessary, and ensure that in the word document there is info’ on the image

(s). It is important you DO NOT send emails with the text in—send text as a separate document. 

This is very important as either the document cannot be edited or will not space as needed.   

Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing too 

much but do – sometimes - need to change spelling etc. DO NOT PUT IN HEADERS OR 

FOOTERS AND CERTAINLY NO COLUMNS!!! PLEASE DO NOT SEND PDF FILES UNLESS 

they are summaries of how you envisage your article.  

IMPORTANT – think of your audience. Simply sending in the same press release you sent to the 

local newspaper means that it often is in the wrong tense, it might refer to local landmarks that 

will possibly mean nothing to readers across the world. The Village Park or the Memorial 

Gardens is better than “where the bandstand is” ! Try and put the article in the third / fifth person 

– unless quoting people.  

I.e. Our club not my club – a member’s garden not my garden. By all means mention the member 

by name where possible.  

Articles read better when you imagine you are talking to a general audience and not your 

members. “The Club will” rather than “we will”.  

Dates – in an article saying “on Sunday” will mean little if there is no other reference. Please also 

consider official dates when referring to programmes, special days etc.  

HEADLINES – if you wish to provide a suitable headline please do. IF IN DOUBT ASK !  

There are some technical issues with the senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk email so please 

ALSO send contributions for the next issue to pdgrodweale@out look .com  
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Ed. Lions come up with some wacky, strange ideas but this event is one that has 
always fascinated me.   It is truly a wonderful event and a profitable one but I have 
always tried to imagine the conversation when a Lion suggested it for the very first 
time. All the puns about “we’re going round in circles here” - “that idea’s the pits” - 
yes I’ll stop here.   

BUT—the important message is that if you have a brand new idea—you can hatch a 
plan!  

Bike around Brands 2021 

On the evening of Friday 13th 
August Swanley & North Downs 
Club staged their charity cycling 
event at Brands Hatch for the 
fifteenth time. Post Covid 
lockdown enthusiasm for outdoor 
events resulted in a splendid 289 
cyclists taking part, 241 of which 
were new to the event, showing it 
to be as popular as ever. 

Assuming all pledges are 
honoured, and after track hire costs, and other expenses are met, a 
rewarding total of some £7,000 will have been raised by the participants. 
That is the third highest amount ever generated by the ride and it will be 
used to benefit those cared for by Ellenor Hospice (formerly The Lions 
Hospice), and others in need..  

President David Mayes, and the club members, offered sincere thanks to 
all those who took part, together with Jonathan Palmer and the staff at 
Brands Hatch, for their continuing support. Since it was first run this 
important fund-raising event has raised over £75,600 to help folk in 
need. 

And staying on the theme of racing circuits and associated puns 

Paddock Wood and District Club have moved their meeting 
day to the 4th Monday, and please contact the secretary 

about where. (We are alternating between 2 venues) 

And in what is fast becoming the SE NEWS—GRAND PRIX SPECIAL—news of the 

Guildford LC organised talk on the life of Stirling Moss—Oct 13th—see Page 12 



6 

The 2020-21 convention was a covid 

webinar - but for 2021—22 we’re back, 

live, to celebrate SE District’s 50 + 1 

years with a weekend event at the 

lovely East Sussex National Golf Club & 

Resort at Uckfield. 

 

The venue is set in the heart of Sussex 

close to the beautiful Ashdown Forest, 

Sheffield Park and the Bluebell Railway. 

There will be a Cabinet and Twinning 

meeting on the Friday afternoon 

followed by a 60’s themed Party Night. 

Next day at Convention we are 

honoured that Past International President Gudrun Yngvadottir has 

agreed to be with us, and there will be other speakers and 

presentations. 

In the evening to round off Convention there will be a glittering 

Banquet & Ball with music from The Revivals. 

So why not make a weekend of it and stay over on both nights ? 

A Booking Form will be in the next issue of 

SE News - so please do come and join DG 

Ian and his wife Susie and help to make this 

a great Convention.  

HOT off the drawing board is the UCKFIELD 2022 50+1 

Convention badge—this the last “prototype” and in the next issue 

there will be the booking form for Convention, a form that will 

also give members the opportunity to buy examples of the pin.  

Of course if the petrol crisis continues we might all be arriving by 

train! 
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Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions 

There was a very scaled-down handover for 

Whitstable and Herne Bay Lions’ president Fiona Page 

when she handed over the President’s Chain to Eddy 

Warn, amongst the flowers of his beautiful garden.  As 

Fiona was given her Past President’s Badge, Eddy 

warmly thanked for her hard work during a very 

difficult year.  

 

 

At the following committee meeting Eddy welcomed Christine 

Ward as his vice president and handed over the Vice 

President’s Chain, looking forward to their year working 

together and reminding members that this will be the clubs 

50th year of serving the local community. 

Members remarked 

how wonderful it 

was to see one 

another in person 

rather than in Zoom 

Meetings. This was 

their first meeting since lockdown at a new venue, 

Barchester Healthcare, Herne Place.  All the staff there 

made everyone very welcome, even providing tea and 

cakes.  

The Lions had first been contacted by the manager at 

Herne Place with an offer to locate a spectacle and 

hearing aid recycling point there, and now they have the 

Message in a Wallet too. In addition to the meeting 

room, (which is free of charge!), the Lions have been 

offered the use of the garden for a small fete if they 

wish to hold one there. The recycling point has been most successful, and the Lions are most 

appreciative of the support given by Barchester Healthcare. 
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To date I have received from MD HQ details of the Peace Poster Competition. 

The theme for the Peace poster and Essay Competition is ‘We are all Connected’ and the kits cost £14.00 
with £1.95 on top for postage and they are available at HQ. 

Age range:- 11,12,13 years of age on 15th November 2022 

The Environmental Photo Competition  

The categories are:- 1 Plants, 2 Animals, 3 Weather Phenomenon, 4 Other Aspects of Nature including 
Landscape. 

Photo Size 10 X 8 these can be posted or emailed to me prior to the December 19th Cabinet Meeting by 
20th November. This will allow for Printing if required  

The winner going forward to MD and possibly onto the International Competition 

SE Poster for Peace. 

The theme is:- “Peace Now” Packs are available from me Price £3.00. These may be photocopied for 
other contestants 

Age range:- 8,9,10 years of age by 31st August 2022 

Travelling Lion 

Usually runs from 1st January to 31st December but because of the lack of travelling being available due to 
the virus it can run from the 2nd August to December 31st.            Email 
mefin@btopenworld.com with your signed travelling forms    

International Draw 

Books of tickets will be sent to your clubs in due course. Draw to take place at our convention 

Scrap Book 

To contain photos and articles usually from the previous presidents year. As 2020 - 2021 were difficult 
years and we are only starting 2021 – 2022. I will hold this in abeyance for this year 

Website 

The competition to be judged and the winner notified at Convention. Send me your website address if you 
wish to take part 

Video 

This is a new competition to me and the Theme is normally “A year in the life of your Lions Club”. I will 
hold this in abeyance for this year as we have only just started 2021 – 2022 and 2020 – 2021 were 
difficult years 

Mike Shaw 105SE. Competition Officer 2021 - 2022  

Mill Tor, Marlborough Road, WHITSTABLE CT5 3DH  

Tel:- 01227 274313  email:- mefin@btopenworld.com 

DETAILS FROM DO MIKE SHAW OF THE COMPETITIONS THAT YOU AND / OR 

YOUR CLUB CAN TAKE PART ON OR ORGANISE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

mailto:mefin@btopenworld.com
Tel:-
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SOUTHBOURNE LIONS (WEST SUSSEX) 

AT THE EMSWORTH SHOW 

August Bank Holiday Monday may have been cloudy but that did not 

dampen the spirits of the local people who turned up in enormous 

numbers to the Emsworth Horticultural Show. The Southbourne Lions 

staffed an ever- popular bric-a-brac stall which attracted a lot of 

attention from the show goers. The reason for our presence was to 

advertise the work we do and to top up funds which are collected 

predominantly to support individuals, families and groups within the 

Bourne area. Local community projects are wide ranging and include 

– 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Emergency Message in a Bottle/Wallet, which is a simple idea designed to encourage people to keep 

their personal and medical details on a standard form and within easy access. Whilst this is focused on the 

more vulnerable people in our community, anyone can have an accident at home and benefit. 

The Bosham Hedge Project, which involves a number of Lions who help cut back brambles, trim trees, plant 

bulbs and generally help to tidy up the area for the pleasure of the local community 

Currently in planning are two projects to help young people. A multi-activity day for young carers in our 

community to enable them to take a break from caring for members of their family and a first aid course for a 

local youth club. 

For more information about Southbourne Lions activities please see southbournelions.org.uk 
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Bexhill Lions' Tea House 

Bexhill Lions Club was delighted with its first charity Cream Tea at the recent 
Bexhill 100 Classic and Custom car show. 

On offer were a wide range of homemade cakes and a choice of scones baked by 
Wards of Bexhill. Tables with coloured cloths and 
fresh flowers were within a double marquee, with 
light background music adding to the occasion. There 
were also additional tables outside and orders were 
delivered to the tables by smartly dressed waitresses 
and waiters. 

Event organiser VP Lion Simon 
Edwards commented "There has 
been a lot of hard work 
preparing for the event but it 
was well worth it. 

Our customers loved the venue, 
the menu choices on offer and 
the personal service. We 
actually sold over 150 cake 
portions and did really well with 
take-away teas and coffee." 

Andrea Etheridge, Community 
Services lead, added, "It was a great day and we were very pleased to be able to 
invite Age UK East Sussex and Warm Up the Homeless to join our "charity village". 
In addition to the teas there were children's games, a football challenge and a 
doggy photo booth. Overall we had proceeds of around £800 which will go to our 
continued support of good causes in Bexhill". 

Simon added, "We are very grateful to the 
motoring club for letting us be part of their day 
and to Wards of Bexhill. In addition, a big thank 
you to those that responded to our Facebook 
appeal for china cups, saucers, plates and 
teapots. We hope to be back next year and are 
now well prepared to offer our impressive 
Charity Cream Teas at other events. Do keep an 
eye on our Facebook page and website for 
details of future events."  

Bexhill on Sea Lions featured prominently in this issue—a busy, 

active Club and one that celebrates the 50th anniversary of its 

Charter this year—in fact this month. Details and a booking form 

on Page 23 
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Tonbridge Lions Club having had to postpone both 
their 71st  Charter Anniversary Dinner Dance and 
Changeover Dinner earlier this year finally managed to 
combine these events into one excellent evening at the 
High Rocks, Tunbridge Wells. Guests of Honour were the 
Past Mayors of Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council 
Cllr Jill Anderson and Cllr Mark Rhodes, Round Table 
Chairman Brendon 
Walton, Rotary Vice 

President Penelope Brandling-Harris and her husband 
Julian and District Governor Lion Ian Forbes and his wife 
Susie. One hundred and six members, guest and friends 
attended including a number of Lions from other local 
clubs. 

 Long service awards were presented 
to Lion Ken Thomas, 45 years, and Lion 
Graham Rapley, 30 years, by District 
Governor Lion Ian Forbes.  Toasts and 
speeches were given on what the club has achieved during this difficult time and its hopes for 
the future. The evening finished with dancing to vocalist Kathryn Buck.  

Photos top—bottom  

Lion Ken Thomas with DG Ian Forbes and IPP Keith Bourne 

Lion Graham Rapley with DG Ian Forbes and IPP Keith Bourne 

Lion President Richard Hill and IPP Keith Bourne during the Changeover Ceremony 

The Great Hall Barn, High Rocks during the evening 

 



12 

JOIN GUILDFORD LIONS AND 

FRIENDS ON WEDNESDAY 13TH 

OCTOBER FOR THEIR LATEST 

ZOOM TALKS 

THIS TIME BY LION VIC QUAYLE 

ON THE LATE BUT NEVER 

FORGOTTEN 

STIRLING MOSS 

 Dear Friends, 

We hope you are keeping well, after the COVID restrictions and poor summer weather!  

 Having advised you in April of funds raised by then,  now that all sponsorship money and Gift Aid from our Walk in March and early 

April has been received, and the 2 donations made as below, Jacquie and I wanted to advise you of the fantastic result, and to thank 

you for your help with the amount raised. 

 The actual donations made were £2,500 to Kent/Surrey/Sussex Air Ambulance, and £1,500 to the Lions Brain Tumour Research fund. 

 The KSSA payment was increased by some £1,100 by my Lion colleague & her friend with their sponsored walk during April & May, 

and a rounding of some £300 by our Club to achieve these donation amounts. 

 So, sincere thanks from Jacquie and me, and from our Club to enable these two donations to be made to such deserving causes. 

 Yours sincerely, Roger & Jacquie.  WOKING LIONS CLUB  
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Using monies raised at the 2021 Donkey Derby, East Grinstead Lions' President, Brian Richens, 
was recently delighted to handover a cheque for £500 to East Park Riding for the Disabled 
(RDA).  
Based at Little Brooks Equestrian in Newchapel, near Lingfield, the charity provides riding 
sessions for children from local primary schools with learning or physical difficulties and is 
entirely self-funded.  
East Grinstead Lions have a long association with RDA and a group of members volunteer their 
time and help weekly to assist with the sessions.  
Seven sessions are run each week which enables forty-two children the chance to enjoy the 
benefits that riding brings. These include: helping to improve muscle tone, posture and motor 
skills. It also helps to develop self-confidence, improve communication, build relationships and 
learn new skills. 
A few years ago, the East Grinstead Lions donated a donkey to the charity in memory of Lion 
Rob Holwell who volunteered for many years at the centre. Wade (the donkey) is now being 
trained as a therapy donkey. 
Pictured alongside Brian is chief instructor Sally O'Neill and Liquorice the pony. 
Out of shot is another volunteer shaking a bag of horse treats to get the pony’s attention, 
thereby obliterating Brian’s chain of office! 

Lion President Richard hands over the cheque to a representative of the RDA (left) 

Lion President  Richard is to the right !! 
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Since January 2021 Thanet Lions Club members and community volunteers have 
provided over 1,000 hours of community service in marshalling at COVID 
vaccination sites across the Thanet area.  

Working alongside 10 GP surgeries, nurses and other Health professionals who 
confirmed over 120,000 vaccinations have been given.  

From the very first shift working outside in the rain and snow with over 1200 
people being vaccinated, to working at a mass vaccination centre – it has been a 
very rewarding experience for all involved.  

To thank all the staff and volunteers Thanet Lions hosted a BBQ at one of the GP 

surgeries where they heard from Ash the Lead GP for Vaccinations that the team 

in Thanet working out of surgeries and at the empty SAGA building had given the 

highest percentage of both 1st and 2nd doses with Thanet having one of the 

lowest infection rates at this time.  Club President Jackie Robinson thanked 

everyone for their efforts and spoke about the different health related projects 

with which Lions can 

support GP’s including 

Message in a bottle, 

Diabetes Screening, our 

LIBRA appeal & Prostate 

Cancer awareness. 

Further vaccinations are 

still happening & already 

the club has been asked 

to help with further flu 

and COVID vaccinations.  
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Running was David Sluys of Adur East—seen here with his medal 

The 2021 East Grinstead 10K took place on Sunday 26th September 

It was well organised, friendly and the conditions were ideal. Most 

of the race was off road and reminded me of cross-country runs.  

I ran on behalf of LIBRA and had hoped to run as part of a team. In 

the event, due to unplanned circumstances, that didn’t happen. I 

remain hopeful that a worthwhile sum can still be raised. My own 

club, Adur East, has pledged £300 and the East Grinstead club 

made a commitment, prior to the race. I will be sending a plea to 

all clubs in the South-east district in an attempt to boost this total. 

I am hopeful, that as things improve, we may be able to organise 

something for next year that will command greater support. 

More photos from the Thanet LC 

vaccination programme 

Words and pictures courtesy of Steve 

Carley who provided the following 

annotations! 

Above Left Minster Marshalling 

Above   SAGA 4 members pic 

Left  SAGA BBQ Jackie talking 

(sic) 
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Your loyal Editor found time in an increasingly busy schedule to attend the Europa Forum in Greece and travelled 

there via Germany where he attended, with 111MN District Governor Roswitha, the 50th anniversary of the Lions 

Club of Oberursel. Similar to Lions all over the world, the Lions of this Club were excited to be able to celebrate 

“live” - but there were precautions. The need to prove you had been “jabbed” was rewarded with an attractive blue 

wrist band (see photo) that you could keep as a souvenir! 

Not content with a fun night out—the following day the Autumn Convention was celebrated in Butzbach and I was 

delighted to have the chance to greet, on behalf of DG Ian, the Lions of 111MN who attended Convention in good 

numbers as well as many others joining on-line.  The next chance we all have the opportunity to meet with me in 

April when Lions of 105SE will join our German and French friends in a tri-national celebration of the 

anniversaries of our twinnings. In our case 45 years! Details of the programme in the next issues. 

Then, on Monday, a Club visit. The distance 

from Cranleigh to Weilburg is 471 miles 

and proof of my visit was obtained for the 

“Travelling Lion” Competition (Page 8) 

A very interesting meeting—from what I 

understood! And then a long drive home to 

prepare two days later to attend the 

Europa Forum in Thessaloniki—the 2 days 

well spent as the forms to fill in are many 

and various! 

Picture  above—presenting the Cranleigh Banner to 

the Oberursel LC President Bertrand 

L to R  - arriving at the 50th Charter—meeting at 

Weilburg and proof of the 471 miles  
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Seen by an observant Cranleigh Lion at York Station. 

There is always time to socialise and 

the German Lions are very good at it. 

PIP Eberhard Wirfs was amongst the 

many MD 111 enjoying Greek 

hospitality.  

Below—reunited PID Luis Dominguez 

from Spain was DG in Spain 96-97 

when Ed’ Rod was his Vice Governor. 

Here pictured with Margus—in his 

splendid Estonian “uniform”. 

Above Right—Stavros Kalafatis—Minster for Northern Greece and a member of the 

Greek Government (below right) formally opened the Forum after the parade of 

nations. Above—MDT Philip Goodier and Ed’ Rod with Lions from The Netherlands, 

Serbia and Croatia at the Zagreb 2023 stand in the Agora.  AND– finally, an inter-

esting way of guarding against queues at the petrol station—put a fighter jet on the 

roof!!   
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If you went down to six of the woods in Bexhill during the school 
holidays, you would have been in for a big surprise. Bexhill Lions 
Club created Green Fairy Trails amongst 
the trees, where the Fairies make their 
doors and homes from discarded and 
recycled materials. These were decked 
with bunting and amongst the trees were 
lots of fairies, fairy doors and scenes from 
fairy life. The trails were held between 
July 26th and August 31st, with one held 
each week. 

 Event organiser, Lion Pam Edwards said, 
"They were really magical days with a 

lovely atmosphere. Along the trail the answers 
to the quizzes were all within the wood and 
the children were busy hunting these out. The craft table was busy with 
youngsters painting fairy doors and other items. A wide range of items 
were also available to purchase and these proved to be very popular. 
Families had brought picnics and were enjoying these whilst being 
entertained by Xena Flame and her acrobatic use of hoops and on other 
occasions The Shady Ladies Band  and Elizabeth Snape of Snape Wood 
with her giant bubbles. Overall we had over 500 children enjoy the 
experience”. Everything at the free Green Fairy Trail was donated, 
salvaged or recycled. The creations were all made by Lions and we 
wanted to help people think about ways to encourage recycling, raise 
environmental awareness, sustainability and fight global warming. There 

were lots of useful signs and facts dotted around the trail, so was 
perfect for teaching the little ones about the environment. Many 
got into the swing of things and dressed up as fairies. 

The Lions thanked Rother 
Borough Council, The 
Wildlife Trust (who were 
at Gilham Woods), 
Highwoods Preservation 
Society, St Marys Wood 
EARA Ltd., Tesco 
Community Champion, 
Poundland and the 
performers for their 
support of this exciting 
new event. 
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One of the greatest senses is the sense of sight. Although we all take this for granted, it 

is only when we come across people who are less sighted than ourselves that we decide 

to do something to help them. 

Dartford Lions Club, like many others across the world, have been running a campaign 

to collect unwanted spectacles from those who no longer need them. Locally, Dartford 

and Northfleet & Ebbsfleet Clubs will be delivering thousands of pairs of unwanted 

spectacles to Chichester Lions Club. 

It is Chichester Lions Club who have been collecting spectacles for recycling as far back 

as 1967, however, it became a major project for the club in 1980 with a delivery of 700 

sorted specs to the Missionary Optical Society in Devon for use in their clinics in Kenya 

and India. In recent years (1988), Lions Clubs, 

Boots, along with Help The Aged, collectively 

delivered over 460,000 pairs of spectacles in a six 

month period.  

Once sorted, these spectacles were distributed 

across the world to countries including Cameroon, 

Senegal, Ivory Coast, Sri Lanka, India, Zanzibar, 

Jamaica, Bolivia and Brazil.The Lions Clubs have 

developed contacts with individuals and charities 

based in the UK who are carrying out eye-camp 

projects overseas. These organisations are then able to use spectacles that we are 

recycling.  We support volunteers travelling on Unite For Sight projects, supplying them 

with the spectacles they require for their individual projects. 

In recent years (prior to covid), Dartford president Lion Ragbhir Sandhu, visited an eye 

camp at a Lions Hospital in India. After his trip, Mr Sandhu commented that the services 

offered by Lions Clubs in relation to sight are unbelievable. During that one day 'eye 

camp', there were children as young as 8 years old, and adults upto the age of 70, all 

receiving treatments, medicines and glasses to improve their sight. 

Lion President Ragbhir Sandhu said " I recently have been prescribed spectacles, 

although it's something I thought I'd never need, it's amazing how quickly you soon 

realise how beneficial they are. They now travel everywhere with me and they are now 

as essential as picking up the car keys when going out." 

Dartford Lions Club are pleased to have a friend of the club, Val Fletcher who routinely 

collects spectacles from various drop off points throughout the town of Dartford. Her 

collection points include shops such as Boots and Linklaiter Opticians, so please, next 

time you are unsure what to do with your unwanted spectacles, please either drop them 

off at a point or simply contact Dartford Lions Club through our website, 

www.DartfordLionsClub.org.  Photo Attached: Val Fletcher with Lion Ragbhir Sandhu 

(President) 

http://www.dartfordlionsclub.org/
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On Saturday 27th September, East Grinstead Lions 

Club organised a Diabetes Testing event. Held in St 

Swithun’s Church Hall, the event proved to be very 

popular and many more people than anticipated 

attended. 

Danny and Miribel Favor and their team of British 

Filipino Extra Care nurses freely gave up their time 

and worked tirelessly throughout the day to administer 280 tests. 

Out of the 280 who were tested, 10% sought 

advice and support from the on-site Diabetes 

Prevention Programme team who were on-

hand to answer questions and give advice. A 

number of patients were referred to the 

Diabetes management/prevention 

programme which will help those with a 

result of concern.  

Unfortunately, due to the very high demand 

to be tested, the clinical team ran out of test 

kits and the event had to close a little earlier 

than expected – despite the efforts of Lion 

Tony Hardisty, buying up extra supplies from 

all the local chemists when it was realised 

how popular the event was proving to be! The 

nurses remarked that normally 80-100 people 

would be expected at such an event, so 

demand was extremely high. 

It was a great opportunity to use and get to 

know some of the non-Lions volunteers and 

also remind the Town of the wonderful 

Community Service the Lions provide. 
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BRIAN ATTFIELD CHICHESTER LC 

MARSHALL BROWNING TONBRIDGE LV 

It is with great sadness that Chichester Lions Club report the passing of 
Lion Brian Attfield (MJF) to higher service on 4th August 2021. 

Brian joined the club in July 1983 and during his 38 years served on 
several committees. He was Chair of Activities and more recently Chair 
of Health and Welfare. He served on the Membership Committee, took 
responsibility for the upkeep of the minibus and had been Tail Twister. 
He also helped with the Model Railway Exhibition and the Carol Float. 

In the 1980's he joined a small team of Lions making yearly trips to 
Medico Lions in Le Havre, to take boxes of sorted spectacles for onward 
transportation to developing countries. 

He was at one time Leo Advisor and also on the Youth Committee. As 
part of a small Youth Team his time in the ambulance service and his 
contact with the local police meant that the team was well placed to set 
up a series of talks to local secondary school pupils. Talks by the police, 
to older pupils on the dangers of the misuse of drugs were well received. His ambulance work meant that his 
knowledge of resuscitation techniques came in useful when the club set up a number of evenings to which the general 
public were invited in order to learn and practice life-saving skills. 

In 2009 he was presented with an MJF award and was President in 2012/2013. 

Brian was a keen gardener and allotment holder. On retiring from his position as Station Officer with the local 
ambulance station, he enjoyed a round of golf and joined the Thursday evening spectacle sorting team. He worked for 
several years at Goodwood Racecourse driving the medical officers to the start of each race. 

Brian had numerous tales to tell of his life in Chichester and his sense of humour, an ability to laugh at himself and his 
willingness to help whenever necessary, made him a popular member. 

Unfortunately, due to health problems Brian was unable to continue working. However, despite Covid and lockdowns 
he was able to participate in Business Meetings and continue chairing Health and Welfare, via Zoom. 

He will be greatly missed by the members and the club send their sincere condolences to his wife Gabrielle, sons 
Christopher and Philip and their families.  

The Members of Tonbridge Lions Club are deeply saddened to report the passing of Lion Marshall 
Browning on Saturday 25th September 2021. 

Lion Marshall joined Tonbridge Lions in May 1979 and held many roles in the 
Club over the 42 years he was a member.  He was always an enthusiastic and ac-
tive member and so very proud to be a Lion. His humorous quips during our 
meetings will be sadly missed by all. 

He and Jan enjoyed the many activities as well as the social aspects of the Club.  
In particular he was involved with our Traction Engine Rally in the early days, 
moving onto the Triathlon for over 20 years including chairing the event and then 
chairing the Health Group and starting our Diabetic Screening Day. 

He was also a very enthusiastic supporter of Chelsea Football Club and having a 
day away fishing. 

He was very well regarded by everyone in the club and will be greatly missed.  
Our thoughts are with Jan and all his family. 
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CLUBS—PLEASE REMEMBER THAT 

YOU CAN ADVERTISE FORTHCOMING 

EVENTS, SEE THE CONTACT DETAILS 

AND GUIDELINES ON PAGE 3 

DGT DIARIES 
DG Ian Forbes 

DATE CLUB ZONE DISTRICT Type of Meeting 

27-Sep Thanet  Club Meeting 

28-Sep Eastbourne/Club  Formation  Zoom 

02-Oct East Grinstead 53rd Anniversary Charter   

04-Oct Cranleigh Club Meeting 

11-Oct Paddock Wood (TBC) Club Meeting 

13-Oct Uckfield Club Meeting 

14-Oct SE Charities Trustees Zoom 

16-Oct Malling Charter   

18-Oct Ashford Club Meeting 

21-Oct Swanley & North Downs Charter   

22-Oct Canterbury Charter   

24-Oct Cabinet 2 - Gillingham Golf Club Cabinet 

25-Oct Zone 3C - Folkestone Yacht Club Meeting 

29-Oct Council of Governors Meeting 

30-Oct Bexhill 50th Charter    

FVDG Rizvi Rawoof MJF 

27-Sep Horsham Business On-line 

03-Oct Gillingham Harvest Tea 1 Social 

04-Oct Haywards Heath F2F 

05-Oct Dartford  F2F 

12-Oct DGT with LP On-line 

14-Oct Trustee meeting On-line 

17-Oct Gillingham Harvest Tea 2 Social 

18-Oct Billinghurst  F2F 

24-Oct Cabinet 2 F2F 

28-Oct New Heaven P & Seaford F2F 

29-Oct Council at Chesford F2F 

30-Oct Council at Chesford F2F 

31-Oct Council at Chesford F2F 
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50th CHARTER ANNIVERSARY DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT 

 
 
 

BOOKING FORM FOR SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER 2021 
 
Contact Name:….....…………………………………………Lions Club:………………………….. 

 

E-mail address: ...............................................................Telephone:........................................ 

 

Please complete the Word friendly chart below with the names of those attending and their menu 

choices (by key number eg.  S1 M2 D3 ).   

 

S1   Duck & Pork Terrine with 
spiced fruit chutney, pea shoots 
and garlic toast. 

M1   Roast Chicken Breast with 
crisp pancetta, garlic mash, as-
paragus spears and a red wine 
reduction. 
( GF ) 

D1   Passion Fruit Tart, mango 
coulis, strawberries and coco-
nut ice cream. 

S2   Chilled Duo of Melon with 
fresh fruit and lemon sorbet.   
( GF and V and VG ) 

M2   Chump of Lamb – slow 
cooked with a tomato and cin-
namon sauce. 

D2   Fresh Fruit Salad  
( GF and V and VG ) 

 M3   Baked fillet of Scottish 
Salmon en-croute with mush-
room and spinach filling and a 
light watercress sauce. 

D3   Cheese & Biscuits  
( VG ) 
 
(Note: £2 supplement) 

GF =  Gluten Free 
V   =  Vegan 
VG =  Vegetarian 

M4   Coconut and Bean Curry 
with rice.  
( GF and V and VG ) 

 

 

Bexhill-on-Sea Lions Club 

Title Name Position Starter Main 

Course 

Dessert No. of raffle 

envelopes 
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Please indicate below if there are any dietary requirements – with relevant details: 
………………………………………………………………………….............................................. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………..............................................  
 
 
 
Preferably, please return by e-mail to: rhwinrow@hotmail.co.uk     
 
Or, if necessary, by post to:   LP Richard Winrow   at    8 Helensburgh Court,  
Upper Sea Road, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN40 1BF    
 
Mobile: 07817 056821 
 

Please return this form by Saturday October 16th.  

 

We regret that we will have to charge for tickets cancelled after 23rd October as the meals will 

have been ordered and we will be charged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment should be made to  Bexhill Lions Club CafCash Account 

Sort code  40-52-40   Account number 00010843    

Please quote your “surname - Charter” as a bank reference 

 

 

BE COVID AWARE 

 Number Price Total 

Charter Night Tickets   £36.50  

Cheese & Biscuits supplement  £2  

Number of Raffle Ticket envelopes   £5  

Total amount Paid    

 


