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Alone we can do so little -Together we can do much

Welcome indeed to the new Lions Year – one where we will have change-overs celebrated either on-line
or with everyone a suitable distance apart – perhaps with the chain dangling from a large stick, where
presumably the outgoing President tries to lasso the incoming “volunteer”.
DG Ian and Susie were unable to enjoy the excitement of an International Convention with the wonderful
celebrations and welcome for many hundreds of incoming District Governors. Many single and multiple
district conventions were cancelled; in our MD – aside from the planned MD Convention in Birmingham
falling victim to the rules of the pandemic, Districts SW and SC also were forced to abandon their “live
conventions” although SC rallied on-line and that – according to all – went very well. The International
Convention, as stated was cancelled and already the Europa Forum – planned for Thessaloniki in October
has been postponed until 2021.
Many Clubs have been forced to cancel charters and many other events and yet – with typical Lions
fortitude – Members and Clubs have adapted to the new social conditions and have, in many, many cases
– KEPT WELL and CARRIED ON. In this edition of SE News there are many, hearth warming stories of
how Clubs have looked after the those who were vulnerable and how they continued to support their
communities in new and innovative ways. Stay safe! RW

Welcome DG Ian and Susie
It might well be assumed that by the time you get to become District Governor you
should know it all, but when asked what he had recently learned that he considered
would be of benefit and help him in his term of office, DG Ian quickly replied that Time
Management would be important. Having lately spent 8 hours on a “go to meeting” one
can understand why! Will Cabinet Meetings reflect his wish to be as productive as
possible in a reasonable time? Only time will tell! By his own admission DG Ian is not
the best of timekeepers.
DG Ian was born in Greenwich and grew up in
Banstead. He was a member of the London Stock
Exchange and after taking early retirement he and
his wife Susie opened Moat House in East Grinstead,
a small hotel with being accredited with 4 Diamonds
and a Silver Award. All achieved from nothing and
with no experience in this line of business! As DG
Ian said, ‘it was and had to be a real team effort –
it had to work’.
DG Ian joined Lions in 1993 having been invited by
East Grinstead Lion Jim Miller – and immediately
became an active member in a Club equally active
in their community. In his own words “I enjoy a
challenge and as a new member I was happy to
volunteer for any task and, more importantly, the
Club supported ideas from every member, new
ones included”.
DG became President of East Grinstead Lions in
2000 - 2001 for the first time, a milestone that Ian considers to be one of his foremost
memories and he considers that being President is an honour that every Lion would
enjoy. “I was lucky, the Club had many active members and I simply steered the ship
– delegated where necessary, encouraged where required and then took all the credit”!
- DG Ian considers that a sense of humour is another talent that any leader requires.
East Grinstead Lions, which was chartered in 1969, has 27 members, seven of which
were chartered over the last three months. DG Ian is proud of what the Club does in
the communities it serves, near and far. The PSA screening was a project that the Club
introduced in 2018 and over the following years DG Ian has no doubt that the project
has saved lives including three members of my own club!! “It was and is a project that
involved the community and one that the Club can be proud of. It took some
organising, but Lions is a service organisation and I have no doubt that the PSA
screening will continue year on year and serve our community well. This coming year
East Grinstead start their involvement with Diabetes Screening”.

The photo’ above shows Susie and DG Ian in Rome
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DG Ian also likes to see the smiles that all Lions and Lions Clubs put on the faces of
those we help.
“I had a great deal of satisfaction when, over the Christmas period, I was fortunate
enough to deliver parcels to those in need. Little did I know that one of the recipients
who, to the outside world was happily married with 3 young children, was in dire
straits with her husband having walked out days before Christmas. The family were
also fortunate to benefit from staying at our holiday caravan – a very emotional and
humbling time for me and the recipients”.
DG Ian was also recently asked to complete the following sentence
From the moment I became a Lion: “I’ve never regretted a minute of it. It opened my
eyes to never assume everyone has everything, everyone has friends, and no-one is
lonely. As a Lion, I have been able to support all areas within my community by
being involved with all our Fund Raising activities, including our Annual May Fair,
Donkey Derby, our Annual Senior Citizens Party, in supporting those in need. Equally
I have had, and continue to have, the benefit of working with an amazing group of
Lions where fun, laughter and friendship all contribute to the work undertaken”.
DG Ian is married to Susie who, like Ian, is no stranger to working in a service
organisation. Susie has been President of East Grinstead Soroptimist Club, as well as
SE Regional President. They have four children, one living in Paris, one in Hong
Kong, one in Hartley Wintney and one in Reigate! (phew!). They also have five
grandchildren.
Finally – what can we expect from DG Ian?
When asked what he hoped to achieve Ian was quick to answer. “‘We need to all work
together and share our ideas during these unprecedented times to ensure we are a
major part of our local communities with continuing to serve and deliver what is
required. We must remain optimistic and, most importantly, enjoy the friendship and
fun which in turn brings prosperity to our esteemed organisation and to our
community in general”.
Like all District Governors DG Ian spent many months planning his Cabinet and there are a
number of new faces in a Cabinet that will help DG Ian in the coming months and offer support to
members and clubs alike.
Explore the 105SE Webpage
https://www.lionsclubs105se.org.uk/
The webpage has a great deal of info’ on the District, the clubs, the members, the news.
Also worth a visit
Our MD website can be found here
https://lionsclubs.co/Public/

and the LCI Home Page is here
https://lionsclubs.org/en
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A WORD FROM
DISTRICT GOVERNOR IAN FORBES
I would first like to take this opportunity of thanking Past District Governor David for the
tremendous work undertaken by him, ably assisted by Judith, during this last year. It was
indeed an extraordinary year with his time in office ‘cut short’ with Covid19 with the situation
impacting heavily on all Lions Clubs both here in the UK and the rest of the world.
As I take up office ‘thank you’ to you all for entrusting me to lead District SE for the
forthcoming year. It is indeed a privilege to serve you and to bring you, what I believe, will
be a year full of optimism despite the challenges we are facing. I will be giving you 110%
of my time to ensure that this time next year, members will be saying ‘what a great year – how
he tried’.
My first priority is to ensure we nurture and maintain our current members – they are the life
blood of SE. With ‘lock down’ still in place, with group gatherings etc still very much a ‘nono’, we have to endeavour to be ready for our annual fund raising events when we eventually
receive the ‘green light’ and this is where Clubs must look to work together to give help and
support. I, together with members of the District Team, will also be on hand to give additional
help – this is what we are there for. If I do not hear from you, you will definitely hear from
me – remember I am a Lion always ready to get ‘stuck in’.
I know many Clubs are meeting up with their members by Zoom. Please, could I encourage
all Clubs to venture down this route? It is vital that we maintain contact and the friendship
that Lions bring. Remember you can always pick up the phone to members which makes
them feel valued. Cabinet / Zone / Membership / Leadership / Spring Forum Meetings have
all been held via Zoom with numbers attending increasing which has been great to see.
I am confident that when ‘lock down’ eventually ceases we will receive interest from people
in our communities to join Lions having given up their time to volunteer during the pandemic
– again we need to be ready as well as being full of enthusiasm and positivity to welcome them
on board.
We will be looking to start or renew Clubs in certain areas of SE, starting initially in areas
where, unfortunately, they have closed during the past few years. The process is in the early
stages of development.
We have a ‘Great New Team’ on board alongside many ‘Old Hands and Wise Heads’ all of
whom are very enthusiastic and raring to go with new and exciting ideas for our District. You
will have seen from the last edition of SE News that we have eight new (or returning) Zone
Chairmen, two new Club Liaisons as well as other new members which is very encouraging.
My wife, Susie, and I are very much looking forward to serving you and, hopefully, supporting
your Club events. Equally we would love to see you all at our District Convention
‘Government Permitting’ at The Oatlands Park Hotel, Weybridge on the 5th / 6th February – it’s
a great venue.
Our District will be celebrating 50 years of Lionism – Please come along and support District
105SE ‘THE BEST IN THE WORLD’.

Ian
District Governor 105SE
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DIARIES
DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S DIARY
1st
2nd
5th
7th
23rd
25th

DG Induction Ceremony
Membership Meeting
Handover at the Butlers.
District Membership Meeting
District Convention Meeting
Council of Governors Meeting
VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S DIARY

7th Dartford
13thNorthfleet & Ebbsfleet
20thWoolwich and Greenwich
SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S DIARY
8th
13th

Bexhill on Sea
Guildford

SE NEWS IS THE NEWSLETTER FOR DISTRICT 105SE (BRITISH ISLES)
Editor PCC Rod Weale
Contributions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
Please refer to guidelines below!
The views, comments or opinions expressed by Clubs and / or individuals do not officially represent the policies
of The International Association of Lions Clubs, Multiple District 105 (British Isles).
CONTRIBUTION – GUIDELINES
Please submit in word (docx) format and images should be JPEG.
Please ensure that you do not restrict the document for editing – we try and avoid editing too much but do –
sometimes - need to change spelling etc. If submitting an image within a word document, please amend any
spelling – i.e. in Certificates and wordart etc
FORTHCOMING FEATURES
WHY I’M A LION – please see Page 23
It has also been suggested that we feature a given Club each month – so if you would like YOUR CLUB to
feature – from anywhere in the world – not just 105SE – then please send YOUR ARTICLE to
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
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“It is a great honour for me to be taking on this role and I would like to thank the Governors Elect for putting
their trust in me to take on the leadership of the Council of Governors and the Multiple District as Council
Chairman for the coming year. During my time as part of the SE District Governor team and particularly as
District Governor and a member of Council, I have been fortunate to have seen first-hand the vast range of
activities undertaken by clubs and their members across the Multiple District to provide support and
assistance to those in need of help within our communities.
The success of Lions Clubs International is due to the
commitment & effort put in by the members of clubs
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
all for the contribution you have made and hope that
by working together we can not only maintain but
continue to build on the success and encourage
others to join our clubs and enable this fantastic
support, assistance and service to be continued in the
years ahead. This is going to be particularly important
in the months ahead as we hopefully come out of the
restrictions resulting from the current pandemic crisis
that we have been experiencing. It is therefore
important that we work together as a team and that
members of clubs are engaged in the future
development and growth of the organisation,
particularly within the Districts and Multiple District.
Council Chairman (2020-2021) Pete and his wife Lion Lisa

The members of individual clubs are generally best
placed to know what works for their club and their
communities and should be able to adopt the approach most suited to their circumstances provided of course
that it is in line with the ethics and purposes of Lionism and is legal. However, there are occasions when
assistance, support and guidance is needed from outside the club and I believe that one of the main roles of
the Council of Governors, MD and District Cabinet teams is to provide clubs with that support and guidance
when it is needed. I therefore want all clubs to be aware that support is available and feel comfortable to
approach their District and MD team for help so that working together we can try to address any issues that
arise. I don’t propose to go into detail at this stage, but along with the Council of Governors and MD officers
I am hoping that it will be possible to work with clubs to develop opportunities to raise awareness both among
clubs within the Multiple District and the public to the vast array of innovative service and good practice that
already exist within clubs. It is evident to me that there are many excellent ideas and approaches which have
been developed by clubs and Districts which could be of benefit to others within the MD who are in need of
support or assistance. I believe that adopting an approach of sharing good practice and working together to
develop ideas to attract new members and retain existing members will be beneficial not only for individual
clubs but also for the future of the Lionism within MD105. Please remember that regardless of the role any
individual might be undertaking within our organisation at a particular time, we are all first and foremost lions
club members who are giving time and energy for the benefit of others within the local community and further
afield and hopefully having fun doing it.
My motto as District Governor, was “Here to help” which I genuinely believe not only sums up our roles as
lions helping those in need within the community, but also the role of Council Chairman and that of the District
Governors, MD & District teams providing help to the members and clubs within the Multiple District. I
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therefore intend to retain this motto during my year as Council Chairman. While I can’t guarantee that all
activities will provide 100% success or that I will have answers to all issues that arise I can assure you that I
am fully committed to doing all that I can to support clubs and ensure that wherever I am able to do so the
views and concerns of members are taken into account, particularly in relation to issues which could impact
on them at Multiple District level. Please encourage your clubs to participate in activities and work with us all
wherever the opportunity arises. Being part of the Council and MD team is about providing leadership.
However, in order to successfully achieve this, it is important to have the support and trust of the membership
and I hope that members will feel able to provide me and the Council of Governors with that trust and support.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Immediate Past Council Chairman Stewart for the time and effort
he has given to his role during the last year. I am sure you will all agree he has done an incredible job of
leadership during this first year of the newly re-structured MD and in particular during recent months while
we have all been experiencing circumstances which have been extremely challenging and unprecedented.
To conclude, I look forward to working with you all to achieve another successful, positive and productive
year”
Pete Dilloway
MD 105 Chairman of Council of Governors 2020-2021
--*--

FOR THE RECORD
As at the end of May 2020
District 105SE had 1298 members in 59 active Lions Clubs
New Members Year to date - 86
Members leaving Lions (including those who have gone to Higher Service) –
131

OUR CLUBS IN NUMBERS
CLUBS WITH 1-10 MEMBERS – 9
CLUBS WITH 11-20 MEMBERS – 21
CLUBS WITH 21-30 MEMBERS – 21
CLUBS WITH 31-40 MEMBERS - 4
CLUBS WITH 41+ MEMBERS – 4
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Local Lions Club raises over £1,000 from sale of garden planters.
A member of Haywards Heath Lions Club has been terribly busy during the lockdown period
making wooden garden planters for family, friends, Lions club members and other keen gardeners
to enhance their gardens with flower displays.
Over 50 planters have been made with the total
profits amounting to over £1,000. This has
enabled the Haywards Heath Lions to continue
supporting the local foodbank and other
charitable causes while their other usual
fundraising activities are suspended due to the
coronavirus situation.
Lions President Richard Johnson said that the
current situation has had a dire effect on limiting
income for the Club to provide community
support and so this individual initiative has been
a great boost for the club.
UCKFIELD LIONS
Although many of the Uckfield Lions are social distancing, through the powers of technology Lions held
their normal business meeting last week online. High on the agenda were requests for financial assistance
from local organizations. Lions are delighted to advise that the following requests were approved.
St Peters and St James hospice £500.00 for the replacement of umbrellas’ and bases to go outside on the small
patio that provides each room with a small area to sit outside in the sun.
Demelza South East. £500.00 for the provision of memory boxes, and contents.
Demelza provide a very special memory box to the family of children facing bereavement, each box contains,
a scrapbook, an inkless fingerprint kit, photo frames, memory candle, a canvas for hand and footprints, small
bottle for a lock of hair, photo key ring, and a selection of small boxes for special keep sakes. These boxes
help to keep memories of the love one lost special.
Uckfield FM £550.00, towards the cost of a UPS (uninterruptible power supply).
Uckfield FM has been broadcasting from studios in Uckfield for the last 20 years, they support all members
of the community, giving access to a wide range of local news and information .Every member of the local
community potentially benefits from the services of Uckfield FM.
They continue to plan to increase their resilience to keep broadcasts on air by installing a uninterruptible power
supply capability to their transmitter and rack mounted computer equipment, total cost £7100, Lions donation
will pay for 50% of the cost of UPS system for the transmitter ,allowing Uckfield FM to continue its local
vital broadcasts in these difficult times .
Uckfield Lions are also donating to a local carer who has fallen on hard times. This carer has a daughter that
lives in Eastbourne and recently her husband has lost his job due to ill health .Car insurance and repairs to her
car come to £600 and she cannot afford the money. Her car is vital for her to visit and assist her daughter.
Lions have agreed to pay costs for car, on production of invoices.
Ed – you can read more about what Uckﬁeld Lions are doing at www.uckﬁeld-lions.org.uk
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Meanwhile – down on the coast
Eastbourne Lions
have also been busy with COVID
related donations
The Club donated £2,100 to the Eastbourne
Food Bank and a similar amount to the
Matthew 25 Mission (1). 2 iPads were
purchased for The Friends of Eastbourne
Hospital (2) at a cost of over £700 and a
further £ 350 was donated to “Warming Up
The Homeless” (3)
For more details.
(1) www.matthew25mission.org - an Eastbourne charity assisting people in need and offering practical help and support
to anyone, regardless of race, religion, or gender.
(2) www.friendsdgh.org.uk - the organisation's aims and objectives include (amongst other things)the provision of funds
for extra services, equipment, and amenities for patients of staff.
(3) www.wuth.org - the organisation's mission (amongst other things) is the relief of poverty among the street homeless
/ rough sleepers and homeless through the provision of items to support basic needs such as sleeping bags, ground
sheets, survival sheets, blankets, clothing food and toiletries
And then further up (or down) the coast – or is it along?

Bexhill Lions help out at Mais House
A team of Lions went to Mais House, the British Legion care home, to provide some much needed maintenance of the
communal garden.
Lion President Andrea Etheridge and Lions Frank Hoy
and Susan Taylor observed strict guidelines and
brought their own tools and gloves.
The residents were indoors so they were able to work
at safe distances weeding and clearing the flower beds.
The stunning landscape gardens, complete with
wheelchair access, provide a picturesque haven for
both residents and visitors.
Andrea commented " We are delighted to continue our
support of Mais House, especially during the COVID19 outbreak when the focus of staff is on the safety
and well-being of the elderly and vulnerable veterans."
Mais House offers expert care and support for the
Armed Forces community and their families, including
residential, nursing and respite care. The email contact
is MaisAdmin@britishlegion.org.uk
For more information on Bexhill Lions visit
www.bexhill-lions.org.uk or call 0345 833 9591
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Lions bring flamingos flocking to Bexhill
(don’t ask just read on!)
Flamingos and Lions may appear to be unlikely companions, but not here in Bexhill. A "flock" of
pink flamingos is now in the safe hands of Bexhill Lions Club to provide some fun and enjoyment
for those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, families getting together and indeed, any other
occasion.
The first person to be "Flamingoed" was Joyce Welch, celebrating her 90th birthday. This had
been arranged by Barbara Burstow on behalf of her “Ladies Who Lunch Club” of which Joyce is
a member. Barbara joined Vice President Simon Edwards and Social Secretary Pam Edwards to
wish Joyce an incredibly happy and memorable 90th birthday. Joyce commented “What a lovely
surprise, I could not have woken up to a better sight than to see a flock of 30 Flamingos roosting
on my front garden, what a marvellous idea to lift the spirits during lockdown.”
Pam Edwards explained "I read about the pink flamingo FUNdraisers that seem to be the new
craze in the USA and thought that they would really work here in Bexhill. The concept is
amazingly simple.
People make a fixed donation to Bexhill Lions Club and nominate a person to have a flock of
plastic flamingos placed on their lawn or in the garden to celebrate a special event. It is a fun,
harmless way to bring some entertainment and a smile to people's faces. The birds will be
delivered and set up early on the nominated day and then collected in the evening. They are
passive, don't need feeding and a flock of 30 of these elegant birds provide a great photo
opportunity."
So do look out for these flocks in the Bexhill area and let people know by using social media.
Spread the word, The Flamingos are here!
To arrange for a someone to be "Flamingoed" visit www.bexhill-lions.org.uk or call 0345 833
9591
For more information about how Lions continue to help the community or to discuss joining the
Club, go to the Bexhill Lions website or call Lion Rick on the number above. Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/bexhilllions.club.9

Joyce Welch- 90 that day
with VP Simon Edwards
and Lion Pan Edwards
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THE IMAGE OF LIONS
THE IMAGE OF LIONS
THE IMAGE OF LIONS
All organisations, companies, and associations such as the International Association of Lions Club have an
image that they are keen to protect and promote. If you consider companies such as Coca-Cola or Apple,
both of whom operate world-wide the logos, type style and emblems are the same the world over. It ensures
that the customer can be reassured as to the quality of the product or service. And yet many Lions Clubs,
despite having guidelines readily available on-line, decide that on their webpage, letterheading, business
cards, ID badges and banners, feather flags etc the image and associated publicity will differ from the
established norms used world-wide. Search Lions-Clubs-International-Club-Brand-Guidelines_en.pdf on the
LCI Home Page – and do not forget colors and colours are the same!
Take a look at the 3 examples of text in blue above – the same message and one might argue there is not a
lot of difference. Which one is the correct colour, and which is the only one to use one of the 3 generic type
styles approved by LCI? The answer? Hopefully obvious to all!
We have an emblem – on-line it is available in the various formats that will help you design webpages,
announcements, publicity etc and yet – so often we download the logo and then…

No prizes for working out which is the correct image – of course they are all the same, downloaded
JPEG image but 2 have been expanded so that the image is either too narrow or too stretched. The
result is obvious! For further info’ visit the webpage below; here you can download many images
including those for projects and campaigns. In edition there is a downloadable PDF with details of all the
pantone colours and shades that your Club should use,https://lionsclubs.org/en/resources-formembers/resource-center/logos-and-emblems
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Cranleigh & District Lions Club News – a report from Lion Philip Loring – Club PR Officer
New ways of working
Like many clubs, we have been busy developing new ways of working and new ways of raising funds since the forced
cancellation of our fundraising activities. Our business and committee meetings are now held via Zoom, and in June we held
our first ever video linked induction for two new members.
We have also developed a series of weekly “pub” meetings where Lions can gather socially on line with their own beer,
whilst watching and listening to a series of talks given by other Lions club members.
Topics have been quite varied covering rock climbing, building roads in Borneo, Colditz Castle, marshalling motor racing
at Brands Hatch, building a nuclear bomb and preventing air disasters! We continue to thrive even in these difficult times.
Mayoral Award for Cranleigh & District Lions
We were delighted to receive a Community Champions Certificate of
Appreciation from the outgoing Mayor of Waverley, Cllr Mary Foryszewski,
in early June.
In her address, Cllr Foryszewski said that during her time as Mayor, she had the
privilege and honour of meeting literally thousands of ordinary, amazing
people, doing extraordinary amazing things. She went on to say that it was
humbling to witness first-hand those who make life better for other people,
those who excel at what they do and those who change people’s lives. Cranleigh
& District Lions Club has been serving the community since 1974. We hope to
continue for many more years to come.
Raising Funds
An original idea by Lion Elwyn Howells- Davies to grow sunflowers for sale
to raise funds, quickly expanded to become a significant operation. With the
support of Notcutts, our local garden centre who donated plants and the ever
resourcefulness of Elwyn and other Lions, we soon had a thriving business
supplying plants in return for donations. One thing led to another and soon
garden planters and other products made from recycled pallets were being sold.
We are incredibly grateful to everyone who supported this project which by the
end of June had raised nearly £7,000. (see the article on Page 15 for more on
this project and the success)
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Grab those “Nouveau Volunteers” while you can!
In all communi+es, there are currently hundreds, if not
thousands, of people who are volunteering to help
those in need during the Covid-19 pandemic, many
ge=ng involved for the ﬁrst +me. A signiﬁcant number
of these “nouveau volunteers” will enjoy the
experience, and they may well want to carry on
volunteering aFer the current crisis abates. It would be
good to let them know who we Lions are and that there
is a place for them in your club.
This subject was debated in some detail in our online
Membership Workshop on 6th June, and that debate will
be reported in detail in the next issue of “Lions
Lifeblood”, due out in July. Meanwhile, there are two
par+cular resources recently developed that I would
share with you.

There is a Cer+ﬁcate of Apprecia+on that your Club can
present to non-Lion volunteers who are doing a good job
in your community. Find them through personal contact,
other community leaders, local newspaper reports, social
media, etc., deliver or post them a cer+ﬁcate, along with
a leaﬂet about your Club. Do not forget to publish a report
of such presenta+ons in local papers, social media, etc.
There is also a poster to be put up where volunteers
currently gather, such as village halls, food distribu+on
points, pharmacies, supermarkets, etc. This can also be
used as a ﬂyer, and can be published in local newspapers,
etc., and on social media.
If we want to aQract the “nouveau volunteers” to our
Lions Clubs, before they are aQracted elsewhere, we have
to act now. We need to be pro-ac+ve, and to be seen
publicly as the way forward in volunteering. We owe it to the less fortunate in our communi+es to
grow our membership and our Clubs, so that we can provide them with the highest possible level of
service that we can achieve.

Lion Howard Lee
District Membership Team Leader
- 13 -

WE WELCOMED THE MEMBERS LISTED BELOW DURING THE LAST MONTH
HOWARD BARRATT

Cranleigh & District

BRIAN RIDOUT

Cranleigh & District

BRENDAN JOYCE

East Grinstead

STEPHEN ELLIS

East Grinstead

JILLIAN PYPER

East Grinstead

DAVID LUCK

Hastings Club.

PAUL JOSEPH

Littlehampton

SANDRA CHAPMAN

Southborough

KELLY HOLMES

Tonbridge

Please note that the list of new members is compiled from the LCI Membership List – therefore, the list
reflects those members reported, by their clubs, up to and including copy date.

Your perception of reality depends on what you see or are shown
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A surprise for Lion Elwyn Howell-Davies of Cranleigh Lions during their June on-line meeting. Some
36 members – well marshalled in a Zoom meeting by Lions President Jamie Currie, witnessed PID
Howard Lee award Lion Elwyn an International Presidents Certificate of Appreciation.
Soon after lockdown started Lion Elwyn decided
that with every possibility that the events
planned by Cranleigh Lions over the summer
likely to be cancelled, fund would be necessary
to meet the likely needs of a community that
would surely see many suffer hardship. So what
to do?
Well it’s obvious – you start to grow sunflowers,
then you collect plants from nurseries that are
closed, you pick up their bags of compost and
you open a “Lions Event” in your garden! Then
after that proves to be a success you then collect
pallets, get your fellow Lions to break then down
and then build things!
Lots of things – planters, cold frames, vegetable
beds, bird tables, displays etc etc.
You ensure that those Lions working are kept
well apart! You outsource the work to Lions in
their homes and you ensure that the site is open
in a way that “social distancing” can be
maintained by those who come to see and
donate. And they came, boy did they come.

Over the months that the “Cranleigh Lions
Sunflower Project” has raised a stunning £7,000
and the total is growing – pun intended.
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Footnote – the presentation was witnessed by 2 new members as Brian Ridout and Howard Barratt
joined the Cranleigh Club whose membership now stands at 52 members – including two Charter
Members. Lions Phil Tilbury and Ray Beeson remain active members of the Club they joined in 1974
-------- * --------

FARNHAM LIONS
Providing IT support for children in need.
During the last few months, we have involved ourselves in supplying
Laptops and PC’s to children within Farnham in need of support with
home schooling. The opportunity to do so was made possible by members
of neighbouring Fleet and Yateley clubs who run an ongoing project to
refurbish unwanted hardware and load it with the appropriate software
and licenses. Their project has been a great success with over two hundred
laptops or pcs refurbished and donated along with monitors and printers.
With their support we have been able to secure over forty laptops/pcs for
donation to children in Farnham during the recent months.
Understandably, the requests for support from Link Workers and others increased significantly as the
COVID-19 lockdown kicked in. Via local media, social media platforms and third parties we published a
number of appeals for donations of unwanted items which yielded a great response from our members,
their friends and families and many other individuals within our community as well as businesses.
The requests for support continue and therefore our appeals for donations must also do so as demand
sometimes outstrips supply. Each donor has received a thank you letter and a copy of our latest
Newsletter, as do recipients, thus leading to one prospective new member.
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The 2021 SE Convention will be held at the Oatlands Park Hotel. Weybridge. Later in this edition and in
forthcoming issues Convention Chairman David Burstow will elaborate more on the event, the programme
and there are some advance details below. However, in this issue we thought you might like a history lesson!
Many of you will be familiar with Hampton Court Palace – just up the road from Oatlands Park. Henry VIII
had many palaces and residential castles across the realm, and one was at Oatlands. In truth, having purchased
and rebuilt the palace as a home for his new (and 4th Queen) Anne of Cleves, Henry visited infrequently. The
marriage was short lived and Anne herself probably stayed but a few days at Oatlands. She and Henry divorced
(she was one of the lucky ones) in 1540 after six months of unhappy wedlock. Her successor, the youthful and
soon to be headless, Catherine Howard married Henry in the palace chapel in August 1540 but soon fell from
grace and by 1542 she was dead, beheaded the same day as Lady Rochford, the sister in law of Anne Boleyn,
who had – it is said – facilitated the adultery for which Queen
Catherine died!
The era post Henry were said to be happier times with Queen
Elizabeth I believed to have found Oatlands an enchanting
place and one on which she lavished money converting
Oatlands to a hunting-lodge. Throughout the reigns of James I
and Charles I the estate enjoyed Royal patronage but was
demolished during the commonwealth when Oliver Cromwell
had the buildings demolished and the stones were used in the
building of the Wey and Arun canal.
After the restoration of the Royal Family and during the reigns of the House of the Stuart and Hanovers the
estate was rebuilt and extended by a number of wealthy owners. Then in 1794 the house burnt down and was
rebuilt in the Gothic style by the Duke of York and after his death sold into private hands. With the arrival of
the age of the railway and given its prime location, being close to London, the estate was divided and sold in
lots. In the mid 1850’s the property became a hotel and during the Great War served as a hospital for New
Zealand troops.
Today, surrounded by wonderful grounds, is our host hotel – Oatlands Park – a property built on the site of
the original mansion. The hotel has recently been refurbished and offers an excellent venue for our convention.
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A word from Convention Supremo Lion David Burstow –

50th Annual District Conven=on 2021 – Weybridge
Our 50th Conven,on is being planned for Friday 5th through to Sunday 7th February 2021 at the Oatlands
Park Hotel in Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 9HB and again, just like Maidstone, it will be all under one roof.
The Conven,on CommiMee recently held a Zoom mee,ng to discuss arrangements. At present the hotel is
closed to visitors due to the coronavirus, so we are unable to visit. Nearly all staﬀ have been furloughed –
including our Events Team liaison !
We are working with DG Ian and his wife Susie to agree the format and programme for the weekend.
It has been decided that the theme for the Friday Party Night will be “The Swinging Six,es “ and “The
Revivals Band”, who were such a success for us at Maidstone, have been booked for the Saturday Banquet
& Ball.
The Partners’ Ou,ng will be to the Na,onal Trust’s property “Polesden Lacey”.
The hotel recep,on is open, and rooms may be booked – no deposit – they just take credit card details –
and the rooms are cancellable un,l a few days before Conven,on.
Their telephone number is 01932 847242 and standard rooms are £109 a night including breakfast.

TONBRIDGE LIONS NEWS
Whilst the current situation has curtailed most, if not all,
of our summer activities the Ton Lions Club equipment
continues to do its bit for the cause!
Some of the gazebos, which would otherwise be sitting
idle in the store, are out on duty as additional outdoor
shelters in the playground area of one of our local village
primary schools! An additional, fourth gazebo serves as
an overflow storage area for displaced furniture as the
school re-figures the classroom layouts.
"Where there's a will there's a way!"
Keep safe, keep occupied and keep smiling!
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From a Great Year in 2019 to a year to
remember in 2020
Yes, in January we were saying we were looking forward to a
Great Year and a Great Decade. Unfortunately, that
determination to support those in need has turned in a most unexpected way due to Covid-19 and
we find ourselves supporting the victims of the worst pandemic in our lifetimes.
The Lions Belarus Trustees are no exception and find themselves self-isolating in our communities
restricted in all we can achieve, but as Lions Club Members we continue to Serve those less
fortunate than ourselves.
In the Gomel region of Belarus they are also suffering from the Covid–19 pandemic although it is
much less severe than in Western Europe probably due to the population being far smaller with only
just over 9 million in the whole country. Nevertheless, Gomel Lions Members are supporting their
neighbourhoods, their families in need and their schools and orphanages through this difficult time.
On 9th June, this year I attended their annual Lions Convention
held as a virtual event on Zoom video and it was attended by Lions
Representatives from several other countries.
Gomel Lions Club gave an excellent presentation of the service
they are giving to their community and a large proportion of this
service is directly due to the
support of The Lions Belarus
Trust, and that means you, my fellow Lions, our great supporters.
Without you we can do nothing.
In the last 12 months we were honoured, in September to remember
the pioneer of our involvement in Gomel Region by opening the
fantastic new playground at Kindergarten No.99 for children with
speech problems, the funds for which were transferred to them in the
Autumn of that year. The Playground was opened in the name of PDG Lion Dr Rolfe Bluttner.
We also completed our 2019 project for the Orphanage school for Emergency Services. The results
of both projects and the equipment installed were shown on a Power Point
presentation at their Convention with reference to the support of you all by the
President of Gomel Lions Club for the coming year. Every year, for almost 20 years,
under the leadership of PID Howard Lee, we have appealed to you with new service
projects and every year you have gifted us the ability to meet those needs.
This year we were hopeful of completing two other projects for Ulukovje Orphanage Roof and the

equipment for Gomel Region Secondary School for children who are registered blind.
Unfortunately, Club Funds have been directed to support projects related to the Coronavirus this
year, so we have not been able to complete either project but continue to be hopeful and trust that
our supporters will continue their support when they are able to do so.
Chris Iles – Chairman. Lions Belarus Trust
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Let me start by congratulating Ian on his
appointment as Governor and wish him and Susie
every success as they begin to realise their ideas.
Regrettably, the changes to all of our lives brought
about by Covid-19 means Ian’s year has not
started as we would all wish – no MD Convention
and no International Convention in Singapore –
enough to depress anyone. Fortunately for 105SE
Ian is made of stronger stuﬀ and shares a common interest with me - a belief in
positivity and a dislike of negativity. So, despite whatever diﬃculties may lie ahead
I know he and Susie will rise above them all, find the positives and will overcome
and succeed – my and Judith’s very best wishes to you both.
As I said after my final Cabinet meeting, looking back on my year involves a mixture
of emotions. Reflecting on what we have achieved as a team, saying goodbye to
those leaving Cabinet, extending best wishes to those that are staying on in Ian’s
Cabinet and remembering the successes, challenges and the odd disappointment.
All of this is tinged with some sadness in that the pandemic we are having to cope
with has curtailed the last quarter of my year and meant that Judith and I have
been unable to join members at the many Club events and Charters that had to be
cancelled during the last 3 months.
The beginning of my year was, however,
very diﬀerent. Judith and I were fortunate
to experience all that Milan had to oﬀer
followed by a plethora of enjoyable visits,
events and meetings.

As I look back on the year, I am fortunate to be able to reflect on some successes:
LIBRA – a hugely popular District project.
Andrew Lodge, thank you for your leadership
and the opportunity to visit the laboratories
and wards at Kings.
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Highlights from the Outgoing DG

July is a great month in a DG’s schedule – it is the
moment as a new District Governor when you
finally have the opportunity to embark on the ideas
and concepts you have planned and prepared
during the two and half years of training for your
time as DG. For an Immediate Past District
Governor, it is the opportunity to look back on the
highlights of your year.

AAKSS – always a firm favourite
throughout the District. I am so
grateful to the many Clubs and the
District team who continue to support
this worthy project and who have
responded to the call for funds to
support a new Rapid Response
Vehicle and Covid-19 challenges.
International Relationships –
Phil Robinson please accept
my thanks and those of the
District for continuing to
support our European twinning
arrangements. Judith and I
very much enjoyed our visit to
the French Convention last
year and are only sorry that the
planned visit to Germany this
year had to be cancelled because of the pandemic.
The formation of a new
campus
Club
in
Canterbury. Mike Parker –
a great achievement and
one which you know we
celebrated at Convention
with the presentation of
your
much-deserved
President’s medal.
ROAR – I enjoyed a remarkable 2-day
final last December which I am sure
will prove an incredibly motivational
backdrop to the competitions and
finals being planned for later in this
year. David Skinner and Viv Diggens,
many thanks to you and your team
and best wishes for this year’s
competition.
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Highlights from the Outgoing DG

Belarus – Chris Iles, my
thanks. This is such a worthy
project and Judith and I will
never forget our visit to the
various orphanages and
schools in and near to Gomel
that the District supports.

Pandemic support and
activity. I have been
blown away by the way
in which Clubs in our District responded. Some £60,000 of
donations and many, many hours of volunteering – Steve
Coe, thank you for collating this very valuable information.
Last but not least - Dame Kelly Holmes. It
was a great pleasure to join Tonbridge
Lions and participate in the induction of
their first Honorary and female member in
May. I remain delighted that she accepted
my invitation in the run up to Convention.
As for challenges. First and foremost, has
to be the way in which we have had to
adjust to accommodate the diﬃculties
caused by Covid-19. Second, was
completing the personal challenges I set
myself to transform our District website and
our newsletter, the latter of course
including distribution direct to all Lions in
the District.
Disappointments – yes there were a
couple. Firstly, the loss of some Clubs. Croydon at the beginning of my year,
Godalming very recently and Lewes very soon once they have tied up some loose
ends. Also, there was the cancellation of our very first joint event with Young
Farmers because of Covid-19.
It’s a great year to look back on but now we embark on a new year and as we do
please join me in wishing Ian and Susie every success. Like any new DG there are
challenges to face but opportunities also and I will be delighted to oﬀer whatever
support I can, so that Ian can realise his dreams and those opportunities.

David

DG

Highlights from the Outgoing

Convention – David Burstow and Lynne,
what can I say that I and many others have not
said already – a brilliant event and one which
will stay with Judith and I for a very long time.

Immediate Past District Governor 105SE, liondwb@icloud.com

Of course David will be in regular contact with every Club this year as he takes over the post
of District Treasurer from Lion Tony Skilbeck. Tony has held the post for 9 years and, I am
sure every Lion will agree, has been an excellent Treasurer – keeping dues down!! So we wish
Tony (and Brenda) well and thank Tony for his diligent work over these last years and welcome
IPDG David to the “hot seat”.
Our image shows David and Tony shaking hands on the deal at
Convention – Tony was not around for further photos as he
didn’t want to hang around just in case David changed his mind.
% Ed.
$
#
"
😊
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A new feature and one that it is hoped will encourage other new members to drop a line to SE News and tell who they
are, how they joined and what they bring to Lions and what being a Lion means to them. If you are a Lion of less than
18 months service – why not send your views and opinions to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk mark you email “NEW
LION”.
Brian Rideout joined Cranleigh Lions in June 2020
“I have spent most of my life living in Surrey. Sarah and I moved to Cranleigh at the beginning of 2019 having spent the
previous 20 years in Cobham. We have a good circle of friends and acquaintances, but really wanted to become part of
our new local community. We spent time joining various clubs and associations, attending events, and taking in all that
was on offer.
A common theme that seemed to crop up was the events that were organised by the Lions. We attended the carnival,
the Cranleigh show, the classic car event, and the Bonfire night celebrations. They all seemed to run so well, but
obviously these things do not just happen!
I had been involved in various charity projects over the years, the most successful of which was raising around £20K
when I was captain of my golf club a few years back. I felt that the only way to make sure these community activities
continue to run was to help out, and that led me to investigate finding out more about the Cranleigh Lions. I was also
unaware of the altruistic nature of the Lions in helping out those less fortunate in the local area.
By chance I met Trevor Dale at a Cranleigh Arts Centre event, and we started discussing music. It turned out we had a
similar taste and appreciation. Someone joined the conversation and mentioned the Lions, I then asked Trevor did he
know anyone involved and if so, who should I speak to, to find out about joining. I was not aware that I was speaking to
the membership man!
I was kindly invited to the next business meeting. Jamie, the president was extremely friendly and welcoming and made
sure I was introduced to a couple of members that I could sit and observe the meeting with. Several meetings and
events later I was honoured to be one of the first Lions inducted virtually via Zoom! I am looking forward to things getting
back to normal where I can get to know the Lions better.
Moving forward it is about helping out, listening to the wide spectrum of ideas, giving feedback, hopefully having some
of value that I can put forward and generally being a valuable member of whichever events teams I become involved in.
I look forward to my future within the Lions community.”

Howard Barratt joined Cranleigh Lions in June 2020

“We have recently moved to Cranleigh so are new to the area. The move was part of our plan for
me to take early retirement from Marks and Spencer where I worked all my life. I hope I can use
my retail experience in fund raising activity.
I wanted to get involved in the local community and help people who may need support and also
meet new people through the Lions.
I chose Cranleigh Lions as Rob Flacks is a friend and he recommended the club.”

A snapshot of 20 of the 36 members who
attended the June Club meeting via Zoom
when Lion Howard and Lion Brian were
inducted into Cranleigh Lions.
The image also gives a clue to the
photographer !! Happy Snapper Lion Phill
Price
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GREETINGS FROM OUR TWINNED DISTRICT AND 111-MN DG 20-21
JÜRGEN WATERSTRADT
Dear Lions in SE!
Thanks to Corona it was not possible for our last district
convention to be conducted in the way we planned But
as the old and golden Lions rule of meetings and voting
only in physical presence was not any more possible we had to make an ONLINE District convention!
Our legal advisor Ulf, 3rd V-DG recommended an EMail voting before the actual Convention takes place.
So we asked all delegates to vote by email for all the
new candidates and issues to be decided upon. And
we got a lot of votes and decisions!
The attendance in the online convention was a little
poor - as if it had been held in the very north of our
district. Most of the clubs are in the south, so the north
normally means poor turnout. But the Lions also have
to adopt for new ways of conducting conventions.
Later, in our German National convention at least, we
were more than 600 participants, which we never had
in the last years. So maybe online conventions are a
good idea for the future? At the moment I am planning
an online Kick-Off for the new Lions year for the July
1st - I am inviting all presidents and members of
cabinet of my district for an online kick-off.
Introduction of Governor Team, Goals and next steps and dates. I hope for a broad presence!
Also we think that online Meetings will have a wider use in future than before. Of 4 Cabinet Meetings
- why not have 1 or 2 online? So my goals for my year as a District Governor is to keep Lions going
- also, with or in spite of Corona. I have a new Communication concept with a new team, a team
that is enthusiastic to develop Lions to the next step.
The Seminars and workshops move forward to dialogue and interaction - instead of front desk
teaching.
And - I would like to expand our Leo Club presence in the district! - Now we only have 13 Clubs!
I am also looking forward to the exchange with SE!
Our district convention is on April, 24th 2021 in Frankfurt! We found a beautiful location in the new
old city of Frankfurt!! - But what is that - new old? Frankfurt rebuilt a part of the old city - destroyed
in war! It looks tremendous!! Come and see!!
I would be incredibly happy to see members, friends from our jumelage district Lions here in
Frankfurt!
Please come - and we will celebrate the international way of friendship
In Lionism!
Best Regards
Jürgen Waterstradt
DG 111MN 2020-21
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Thanet Lions Club would like to honour all individuals and groups in Thanet who have volunteered their time
these past months who have been supporting the local community as a response to COVID 19.
Today a Certificate of Appreciation was presented by outgoing President Steve Carley to Andy Allerton owner of
All Style Products in Birchington. At the beginning of the pandemic they used their own stock to start making face
visors and with donations have given free over 3000 visors to over 60 sites across Thanet and further afield. These
have included funeral undertakers, Care Homes, the ambulance service, and chemists.
As a result of his service, Thanet Lions Club made a cash donation to help him make more.
Congratulations Andy and your brother Mel for your Community Spirit

If anyone knows of any worthwhile recipients to nominate for receiving a Certificate, please let us know and why,
please contact us at Thanet Lions Club CIO.
This article appeared on the Thanet Lions Facebook Page – might it be a good idea to have a Social Media Hits page in every issue?
Please send articles that you have posted online to senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk - mark them “online”
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Southborough and District Lions
Southborough Lions Club sings its way through the Lock Down! Meetings, normally held
monthly, have become an enjoyable weekly interlude and for most members a Zoom
experience. The opportunity to exercise ones vocal cords for some has been a new test. For
others, on the receiving end, probably an assault on the ears! A poem, and a quiz, have also
featured.
Maybe the first ever in 105 or SE our newest member, Sandra Chapman, was inducted at our
April Zoom meeting! (no doubt other Clubs will be quick to tell you if your claim is right! Ed)
Essentially serving the community is our priority and the weekly get-togethers have given the
club the time to consider appeals and donations to the many charities now suffering through
lock down and the lack of fundraising opportunities.
Beneficiaries have benefitted from a total of almost £2000 since lockdown. SERV Kent Blood
Runners, Tunbridge Wells Access Group, AAKSS Air Ambulance, Animal Charities, Street
Teams and deserving individuals have all received our support.

More about the Bloodrunners here https://servkent.co.uk/index.html#about
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Lion Ranjit Singh Deogun - Lion for 30 years
Thirty years of dedicated service to the Lions is not an ordinary feat by any means.
Lion Ranjit Singh Deogun has just reached this achievement and Bexley & Sidcup Lions Club has
the honour of his membership, where at the June Meeting, he was presented with a commemorative
plaque.
Lion Ranjit Joined Woolwich and Greenwich Lions Club in 1989 and took a transfer to Bexley and
Sidcup lions Club in 2004.
With his focused dedication, he worked his way through to the position of the Club President and
further progressed to Region Chairman for District 105SE. At the same time he managed the
Message In A Bottle portfolio for the District, personally delivering the units to all those who need
them.
His passion for fund raising events has been exemplary, especially for Marie Curie Cancer Care,
Ellenor Hospice and managing through show piece events for the Club.

Lion Ranjit was asked to say a few words :
“At the Woolwich & Greenwich Lions Club I had been through most of the roles and chairing
committees, i.e. Treasurer, Secretary and President. One of my big achievements was moving to
Bexley and Sidcup Lions Club and help to save it from closing, with the help of my close Lions
friends and the Past and Present District Governors at that time.
I always enjoy being a Lion and contributing to their cause”.
Club Members wished him many more years in the service of Lions.
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TO HIGHER SERVICE
Lion John Botterman

Tonbridge Lions Club

The Members of Tonbridge Lions Club are deeply saddened to report the passing of Lion
John Botterman on 9th June 2020.
Lion John was born in 1924 in Holland and in his teens joined the Dutch Resistance; he
was caught twice and escaped twice. He met Shirley in Austria, followed her back to the
UK where they married. They then they lived in Holland together for 2 years before
settling down in the UK.
Lion John joined Tonbridge Lions in 1966 and was our President in 1978/79. He held
many roles in the Club and was always an enthusiastic and active member. He was so
very proud to be a Lion and he, Shirley and his 3 children enjoyed many great activities
and made many good friends.
He was very well regarded by everyone in the club and will be greatly missed. Our
thoughts are with Shirley and all his family.
Lion Denys Hutson

Haywards Heath Lions Club

Haywards Heath Lions Club sadly report the death of much valued member Denys Hutson
on 9th June after a long period of ill health. Denys had been a member of Haywards Heath
Lions Club since 1992, and prior to this was the last remaining member of the local Leo
club. Denys was a very active club member and his long experience and history was
invaluable to the more recent Lions in the club.
He held the post of President for 2016/17 and again for 2017/18 and his favourite role was
dressed in a costume as Leo the Lion and attending mascot races and other functions to
fund raise for charities and publicise Lions Clubs. Ill health in recent years was a battle
for him which he fought to overcome to ensure that he could attend Lions functions and
continue to give support. He will be much missed by club members.
Lion Julian Poupard

Thanet Lions Club

Lion Julian passed to higher service on 15th June 2020, age 83. Julian joined Lions as a Charter Member of Thanet
Lions Club when the Club started in 1968. In a few days’ time he would have been married to Sheila for 60 years.
Before his health issues Julian was an active and valuable club member. A local businessman. A very keen and skilled
sailor and a classic car enthusiast.

HUGH DAVIES.

Hythe & Romney Marsh Club

PHIL BILLINGHAM.

Selsey & District Club

Obituaries and accompanying photographs should be sent to PCC Lion Jacquie Prebble
lionjacquieprebble@yahoo.co.uk
PLEASE DO NOT SEND DIRECT TO SE NEWS
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Not because it takes up nearly a page (we are not that desperate for copy) but, as everyone
I am sure will agree, it is a) an impressive poster and b) demonstrates admirable forward
planning and confidence!

DATES FOR THE DIARY TO SE NEWS PLEASE
senews@lionsclubs105se.org.uk
club – date – event - venue
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